Women Welfare in India A Select Annotated Bibliography by Fatima, Talat Kaniz
WOMEN WELFARE IN INDIA 
A Select Annotated Bibliography 
SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE AWARD OF THE DEGREE OF 
iWaster of Hibrarp & information Science 
1995-96 
BY 
TALAT KANIZ FATIMA 
ROLL No. 95 - LSM - 18 
Enrolment No. K-8254 
UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF 
MR. SHABAHAT HUSAIN 
Chairman 
DEPARTMENT OF LIBR4RY & INFORMATION SCIENCE 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
ALIGARH (INDIA) 




^ - - . 4 ^W^^ 




^• .J i^ i ' . t UNlvtR-v^^-^ 
Dedicated to my dearest father, 
Late. Prof. S.A. Aziz 
who left for heavenly abode 
while doing this course 
CONTENTS 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT I 
ATM, SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 01 
PART ONE 
INTRODUCTION 06 




INDEX 28 2 
«.»*»»--.»-»•-»»-
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
T express my deep sense of gratitude to my 
Supervisor, Mr. Shabahat Husain, Reader, Department of 
Library & Information Science for his guidance, 
co-operation and encouragmeent to accomplish this work. 
The ideas and valuable suggestions given by him have 
immensely helped me during the process of compilation. 
Without his able guidance this bibliography could not have 
seen the light of the day. 
It is also m y privilege to express my thankfulness 
to Praf, Noorul Hasan Khan, University Librarian for 
providing me permission to pursue the course. 
I am equally grateful to my respected teachers 
Mr. Hasan Zamarrud and Mr. S. Mustafa Kazim Qaisar Zaidi 
for their kind co-operation and help. 
My thanks are also due to all other teaching and 
non-teaching staff members of the Department of Library & 
Information Science for their co-operation and assistance. 
I wish gratefully to acknowledge my family members, 
especially my husband for helping me in all respect. 
[Mrs. Talat Kaniz Fatima] 
AIM, SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 
Why this topic was selected; 
From the ancient times discrimination against women 
in the matter of marriage marital and educational status, 
divorce, purdah, widowhood, dowry, suttee literacy, 
inheritance and several other practices imposing injustice, 
hardship and cruelty upon women, crept into Indian society 
during that period and continued until the recent past. 
Some of these persist even today and therefore have had 
engaged the attention of scholars concerned with the women 
welfare. T as one of the library workers in the Maulana 
Azad Library, AMU, Aligarh also faced quite a significant 
number of querries on the subject. This made me realise 
the significance of this subject and therefore, T under-
took this subject for compilation of an annotated 
bibliography, which is in intended to bring at one place 
annotations of the significant literature available on the 
topic "Women's Welfare in India". 
The bibliography is although selective in nature 
yet attempt has been made to cover all aspects concerning 
the topic. 
Restricted to literature in the English language, 
the bibliography contains 223 entries covering material 
available until December 1996. Entries deal with all 
problems concerning women in India from the ancient period 
to the present. I am confident that this humble attempt 
will be helpful to all those who have some interest on the 
topic. 
Methodology 
The procedure followed in preparing this 
bibliography was as follows: 
1. The secondary sources were consulted in Maulana 
Azad Library, Aligarh to find out the location of the 
articles. These secondary sources were: 
1.1 Index India (Rajasthan Unviersity, Jodhpur). 
1.2 Indian Press Index (Indian Documentation Service, 
Gurgaon). 
1.3 Guide to Indian Periodical Literature (Delhi 
Library Association). 
2. The relevant bibliographical details were noted 
down on 5" x 7" cards following the ISI standards. 
3. The primary sources werre consulted in Maulana Azad 
Library, Aligarh as well as in -
3.1 Seminar Library, Department of Education, Aligarh 
Muslim University, Aligarh. 
3.2 Seminar Library, Department of Political Science, 
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. 
4. On completion of the abstracts, subject headings 
were assigned, subject headings are completely 
co-extensive to the extent possible. 
The subject headings were arranged in an 
alphabetical sequence of various elements. In the end 
author and title indexes were prepared, providing 
reference to various entries by their respective numbers. 
Standard Followed 
Bibliographic Reference for Periodical Articles: 
Care has been taken to follow strictly the rules 
and practices of CCC. Thus it gives a uniformity for the 
bibliographical references throughout the selected 
bibliography. Attempt has been made to give the full name 
of the periodicals. The items of bibliographical 
references for each entry of periodical are arranged as 
follows: 
a. Name(s) of author(s) 
b. Full stop (.) 
c. Title of the article including subtitle, if any. 
d. Full stop (.) 
e. Title of the periodical in full and underlined. 
f. Full stop (.) 
g. Volume number in Indo-Arabic numericals., 
h. Comma (,) 
i. Issue number 
j. Semicolon (;) 
k. Year of publication 
1. Comma (,) 
m. Date of publication. 
n. Semi colon (;) 
o. Inclusive pages of the Articles 
Specimen Entry 
Entry No. 8. MISRA (Indira). Rashtriya Mahilakosh: 
Towards a sense of participation. Yojana. 38, 16; 1994, 
September, 15; 27. 
Subject Heading; 
Attempt has been made to give co-extensive subject 
heading as much as possible, it will facilitate the 
readers to find out desired article(s) from this 
bibliography. 
Arrangement: 
An entry is preceded by subject heading in 
capitals. The entry begins with entry element (i.e. 
Surname of the author) in Capitals, followed by the 
secondary element (i.e. fore name in parenthesis and then 
title of the article, which is followed by the under lined 
titles of the periodical, its volume, issue no., date of 
publication and page no. If the entry begins with title 
the first two words of the title are in capitals. Each 
entry is then followed by an informative abstract of the 
article. 
Index: 
The index part contains a separate author and title 
index. The index guides to the specific entry or entries 
in the bibliography. It is hoped that it will be found 
useful in consultaiton of the bibliography. 
PART I 
INTRODUCTION 
From the earliest times we have had welfare 
programmes, social service organisations, social reformers 
and workers in the cause of social welfare in India. Right 
through the centuries commencing with the reign of King 
Ashoka, or going back even to the days of Buddha, there 
have been many rulers and many among the common people of 
India who trod the path of service to their fellow beings 
and adopted it as a life mission. Mahatma Gandhi work in 
this sphere Constitutes a continuance in the present 
century of that national tradition. 
The accent on organised social welfare work and on a 
systematic attack on social evils in India may be said to 
date from the starting of All India social conference in 
1890. With the establishment of All India Women's 
Conference in 1926, it had attained a stage when interest 
in social welfare especially of the women and children and 
other social problems had acquired momentum through an 
awakening among Indian women. The Kasturba hust constituted 
to administer the funds collected in memory of Kasturba 
Gandhi has been among the organisations which under 
Gandhiji's direction penetrated for the first time on an 
intensive scale into the rural areas and started welfare 
and relief work for the benefit of women and children. The 
trust now manages about 380 welfare centres in the rural 
of trained voluntary women welfare workers. Two further 
landmarks in the evolution of the social welfare concept 
and work are the establishment, in 1936 of the Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences in Bombay and the 
organisation of the Indian Conference of Social Work in 
1947. With their advent India has been made familiar with 
the modern concepts of social welfare and the significance 
of social work techniques. There has been in recent years 
an increase in the number of trained social workers 
technically qualified for their tasks and an increasing 
appreciation of the significance of modern social work 
practices. 
Social welfare as an integral of national develop-
ment has its foundation in the Indian Constitution. The 
constitution envisages the goal of welfare state. It 
provides guidelines and directions to welfare endeavours. 
It is specifically stated in article 38 that the state 
shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by 
securing and protecting as effectively as it may a social 
order in which justice, social, economic and political, 
shall inform all the institutions of the national life. 
The constitution also enjoins the state to ensure that the 
health and strength of workers men and women and the 
tender age of children are not abused and the citizens are 
not forced by economic necessity to enter a vocations 
unsuited to their age and strength and that childhood and 
youth are protected against exploitation and against moral 
and material abandonment. 
The social welfare services in order three decades 
of planning have sought the welfare and the development of 
children, women and the physically and socially handicapped 
of the society. Greater emphasis has been laid on the 
welfare of the women and children from the vulnerable 
sections of the community in rural and tribal areas and 
urban slums. 
The increasing investment made through the different 
five year plans in the social welfare sector reflects the 
growing interest of the government in providing welfare 
services to its citizens. 
The responsibility for implementation of welfare 
schemes rests with both the centre and the state 
governments. The centre is responsible for formulating 
welfare policies and programmes besides coordinating, 
guiding and promoting the implementation of welfare 
services by states. The work of Ministry of Social Welfare 
is carried out through three Bureaux, namely nutrition and 
child development, welfare of the handicapped and welfare 
and development of women and social defence. The Central 
Social Welfare Board, the National Institute of Public 
Cooperation and Child Development, New Delhi, the National 
Institute of Social Defence, New Delhi and the National 
Institute of Handicapped assist the ministry in its 
functions. Besides the voluntary renders a great helping 
hand in carrying out the task. The Bureau of Nutrition and 
Child Development is responsible for overall policy and 
coordination of child development, besides implementing 
child development programmes. 
The handicapped welfare Bureau is concerned with the 
implementation of policies and programmes for the welfare 
of the handicapped. Special programmes for early education, 
training and rehabilitation of the physically handicapped 
are the responsibility of the Bureau. National Institute 
have also been set up to conduct research and impart 
training in various aspects of disablement. The National 
Institute for the Orthopadically Handicapped at Bombay, the 
National Institute for the Hearing Handicapped at Bombay, 
the Institute for Physically Handicapped at New Delhi, the 
School for the Mentally Retarded Children at New Delhi and 
the training centre for the deaf at Hyderabad are under 
this Bureau. An artificial limbs manufacturing corporation 
is working at Kanpur to manufacture aids and appliances for 
the handicapped. 
The Women's Welfare and Development Bureau is 
charged with the responsibility of coordinating women's 
welfare and development programmes. It undertakes 
programmes like providing assistance for construction of 
hostels for working women with day care facilities for 
children etc. This Bureau is responsible for implementation 
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and coordination of various social degree programme in 
the country. 
The national plan of action for women introduced 
in 1976 provides guidelines in formulating policies and 
programmes for the welfare and development of women in 
country. To keep a watch on the implementation of 
policies and programmes for women, a National Committee, 
a steering committee and an inter-departmental 
coordination committee were set up. 
PROBLEMS OF WOMEN'S WELFARE 
Among the catalysmic charges that have taken place 
in recent times, one has been the growing status of 
women. Many factors have combined to free women from the 
shackles of outworn tradition, prejudice and ignorance. 
In every age and in every civilisation, there have been 
progressive movements. But to appreciate the new role of 
women and the strength of their struggle for 
emancipation, it is not necessary to delve into the 
distant past or to turn many pages of human history. For 
freedom, as it is regarded today in its individual 
aspect, is in many ways a modern concept. 
In India, because of her political enslavement, 
most progressive movements had a political bias and 
became the expressions of an oppressed people seeking to 
break through the barriers of bondage. Since the middle 
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of the nineteenth century, there grew up an immense 
upsurge of feeling and a wide awareness of those 
elementary human rights, which are now unquestionably 
accepted as belonging to all human beings. An important 
feature of this awakening has been a truer appraisal of 
women's place both within and outside the home. It was 
realised that no movement for political freedom could 
succeed with the women caught up in the trammels of 
social backwardness and superstition. In the general 
degradation that followed in the wake of foreign 
domination, perhaps the women suffered the most. 
The stirrings of conscience among thinking men in 
the nineteenth century led to an improvement in the 
position of women and their gradual emergence from a 
status of social and political inferioirty. The abolition 
of the sati, a measure with which the name of Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy will be ever associated , ushered in a period 
of steady advancement and opened up new aveneues for 
self-expression. It was then that a fresh chapter in the 
history of India's new womanhood began. 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 
As the forces of liberation, in all its aspects, 
grew in strength with the passage of time, a women's 
movement developed, adding its weight to these 
progressive forces. Born and bred in an atmosphere of 
political struggle, the women's movement in India did 
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not, Tike its western counterpart, take the form of an 
angry feminist revolt. Indeed, associated with the women 
and, in the early stages, even leading and advising them, 
were fine stalwarts among men - social reformers, 
educationists and political thinkers. Great men and great 
women have throughout the ages guided human affairs and 
re-patterned the lives of nations. Tn India, too, they 
have worked as a closely knit team, imbued with the spirit 
of national service. Together they have laboured not only 
to remove the indignities that outmoded customs and 
beliefs had heaped upon women, but also to destroy those 
evils that had made a misery of the lot of the common man. 
It was in this context that the women's movement in India 
gained momentum and direction, and it was against this 
background that, some thirty years ago or more, 
outstanding women's organisations came into being. The 
women's movement developed and functioned through these 
organistions. 
Some reference from the detailed survey of these 
organisation might be aprorpriate to those that are of 
an all-India character and that have made substantial 
contributions towards the general welfare of women. There 
are of course several hundreds of smaller organisations 
that worked towards the solution of local problems and 
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the promotion of local betterment schemes. Their efforts 
too have borne rich fruit. 
WORK OF WOMEN'S ORGANISATIONS 
Among the earliest women's organisation was the 
Women's Indian Association founded in Madras in 1917, 
under the inspiration of Dr. Annie Besant and Mrs. 
Margaret Cousins. These two British women were in the 
vanguard of the fight for women's welfare Their close 
association with Indian women and with India's 
aspirations will remain a cherished memory. 
With the changing attitude towards women and the 
growing impetus for reform, it was inevitable that more 
and more women would enter the battle arena. In 1925, the 
National Council o^ Women was established as an active 
agency in the cause of women. It has thirteen state 
branches and is affiliated to the International Council 
of Women. 
Sharing in the ideals and programmes of the 
National Council of Women was the all-India Women's 
Conference, which held its first session in Poona in 
January 1927. It was as a result of the foundation and 
development of the conference and its two hundred 
branches and sub-branches that the women's movement 
really fanned out and the disabilities of women became 
the focal point of public interest. That the all-India 
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Women's Conference has been accorded consultative status 
by the United Nations' Organisation is a well-deserved 
tribute. 
Another all-India body of repute has been the 
Young Women's Christian Association. It has well-planned 
hostels, employment bureaux and commercial schools for 
working girls in most of India's principal cities. Such 
an organisation was the natural outcome of women's 
economic amelioration. 
Women's educational progress and the emergence of 
women graduates led to the formation of the Indian 
Federation of University Women and its even state 
branches. The federation has watched over and safeguarded 
the academic interests of women and their right of entry 
into the widening stream of vocations and professions, on 
equal terms with meu. 
Among the more recent of the women's 
organisations, the most noteworthy has been the Kasturba 
Gandhi National Memorial Trust, founded in 1944. Its vast 
funds are devoted almost exclusively to the well-being of 
women and children i n the rural areas, and its programme 
of training grama sevikas holds out rich promise of a 
much needed welfare service for the countryside. 
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The all-India Women's Food Council completes the 
list of women's associations. It was set up during the 
second World War, when foodgrains were in short supply. 
The several canteens of the Council aim at serving cheap 
meals and popularising substitute foods. The literature 
and recipes publishes by the Council have been of great 
assistance to housewives vexed with the problem of 
providing adequate meals for the family. 
PROGRESS OF SOCIAL REFORM 
These all-India organisations, worthily supported 
by local groups, have provided ample training ground for 
women, who wished to enter public life. They have upheld 
the principles of democracy and have stood for national 
solidarity and the fundamentals of social justice. 
Indeed, they have worked on a broad basis, pioneering in 
many directions and promoting a multiplicy of welfare 
schemes. 
It was not an accident of circumstances that the 
women's movement in India gained so much in force and 
intensity in so short a period. Its foundation was the 
glorious heritage from the past, when women occupied an 
exalted position in the social and political life of the 
country. The impact of foreign invasions and the concepts 
imported from abroad led to a decline in women's status 
and to the imposition of such social evils as purdah and 
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early marriage. Viewed against this background, the 
women's movement, and the consequent attempts to bring 
about a social and political revolution, were but means 
to revive the faded glory of by-gone years and to 
recapture for women their former prestige. 
The period from the Muslim invasion of India in 
the tenth century to the establishment of British rule in 
the second half of the eighteenth century witnessed in 
general a steady deterioration in the position of women 
in India. Several practices impositing in justice 
hardship and cruelty upon women. Crept into Indian 
society during that period and continued until the recent 
past. Chief among that customary practices have been : 
1. Early marriage. 
2. Purdah-Zanana (veiling of the women and the 
setting aside of a part of the house as a special 
residential apartment for them). 
3. Devadasis and widows. 
4. Suttee (the self immolation of the Hindu widow on 
the funderal pyre of her deceased husband). 
5. Prostitution. 
6. Dowry. 
7. Educational Advancement. 
8. Status. 
9. Constitutional Equity. 
10. Political Rights. 
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11. Health services. 
12. Family planning scheme. 
13. Family welfare. 
14. Legal Rights. 
15. Literacy. 
16. Work of Welfare Agencies. 
Historically, the social conditions in the country 
remained very unsettled for nearly three hundred years, 
particularly over the whole of the Gangetic Valley, 
almost until the oderly rule of the Mughal period 
(1526-1707). 
The breakdown of social institutions which is 
unavoidable during periods of continuous invasion, the 
upsetting of traditional political structures, the vast 
migrations of people and the economic depression which 
follows prolonged unsettlement, all these must have 
contributed to a general depression of social life, 
especially among women during the centuries of conquest 
rgorous seclusion of women became the rule as a result 
both of the imitation of the system of purdah which 
muslim enforced and a sense of fear arising from the lack 
of general security. 
The general breakdown in social conditions led to 
an all round lightening of social customs pertaining to 
the rights and duties of women. Besides in keeping with 
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the practice of the joint family system, the Hindus 
believed that the marriage ceremony united two families, 
not just two individuals. The marriage was generally 
arranged by the elder members of the families who took 
into account economic, social and moral factors. It is 
argued that early marriage become a double safeguard for 
the preservation of the girl's honour and chastity. 
Secondly, the ritual of suttee arose from the 
practice of Rajput women (warrior caste) who with their 
own hands prepared a funeral pyre and bade their men 
folk go forth from the fortress on their last desperate 
sally to death or victory. Victorious, the brave 
soldiers, would be welcomed with open arms, if they died, 
their women preserved their honours by self invited 
death. Finally the setting aside of a part of the house 
as a special residential apartment for the women (Zanana) 
and the veiling of the women (purdah) were customs 
observed by the entrenched Mughal rulers and adopted by 
their courliers Hindu as well as Muslim. 
These rituals early marriage, sutee, purdah-
zanana were diffused from the higher strata of society 
to the lower strata and acquired universal 
respectability. Thus the customs originally devised o^ 
sustain society during a period of crisis of political 
and economic unrest had lost their utility by the time 
of the orderly rule of the Mughal period (1526-1707) and 
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certainly by the still later British period (1757-1947). 
They continued to persist, however in Hindu society, 
indeed Muslims in India, too, adopted the early marriage 
customs and perpetuated the pudah zanana. 
It must be recognised that the evil of these 
because compounded for the Hindu women because of some of 
the basic assumptions of Hindu society and because of 
some aspects of the structure of Hindu society. The joint 
family system had served as the historical unit of Hindu 
society and the whole of Hindu law, as confirmed by law 
givers of ancient India had been directed towards 
upholding its permanance. 
1. PROBLEMS OF EARLY MARRIAGE 
One of the major problems of Hindu social life has 
been the position of inferiority assigned to women in the 
Hindu joint family. Basically the Hindu social system 
proceeded on the assumption that the daughter never 
family. 
belonged to her parents/ In fact that old thinkers 
compared a girl born into a family to an ornament held in 
pawn which had to be surrendered to the rightful owner 
when he demanded it. A daughter had no rights and could 
have no rights in a Hindu family. As a matter of, 
orthodox Hindu insisted on the compulsory marriage of all 
girls, preferably before the onset of puberty. And since 
marriage was considered a sacrament the arrangement for 
the marriage of any member became a family affair. This 
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conception.l|f the daughter being held in trust for her 
legitimate owner lended to promote early marriage. The 
sooner the daughter was entrusted to the custody of the 
husband and his family the more relaxed became her 
parents. Consequently child marriages became a widely 
practiced custom in India during the last thousand years. 
Child marriages brought a whole multitude of miseries of 
their hain one of them being early maternity. 
Early marriage undermind the health of young 
mothers, as attested by the number of deaths in child 
birth which amounted to 200,000 annually. Besides early 
and frequent maternity factors like semi starvation and 
lack of adequate medical and contributed heavily to the 
high rate of maternal mortality. 
Physical cruelty is but one aspect of the problem 
of early marriage, the mental and emotional cruelty 
consist in depriving girls of the joys of girlhood and 
rushing them into adult-hood before they are ready for it 
physically or emotionally. Further more educational 
opportunities were denied to them and this resulted in 
total economic dependence of these young wives on their 
husbands. 
Technically, child marriage is a marriage in which 
either of contracting parties is a child. And according 
to the modern civil law of India, a child is one who, if 
male is under 18 years of age and who, if female is under 
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15 years of age. Since marriage is regarded as a 
sacrament enjoined upon all orthodox Hindu law, children 
of any age could be married especially female children 
before the passage of the Sarda Act in 1929. 
Female minors are not only eligible for marriage 
but one also the fittest to be taken in for marriage. 
Indeed marriage of a girl is enjoined upon the parents 
before her puberty. If they should fail in that duty, the 
girl is at liberty three years after she becomes 
marriageable to choose a husband herself. 
The attack of the early reformers were levelled 
first at women's social handicaps, and the disabilities 
that once loomed so large in the women's horizon have 
been or are, in the process of being erased. Purdah, 
which kept women secluded and segregated has yielded to 
the knock of enlightened propaganda. Mere traces of it 
only now remain. The more serious problems of early 
marriage, with its concomitant evil of early motherhood, 
also engaged the attention of the reformers and the 
legislators. In the late twenties of the present century, 
the Age of Consent Committee tackled the problem with 
zeal. In 1929, the Child Marriage Restraint Act was 
adopted in an attempt to correct the position. The age of 
consent for girls within marriage was gradually raised to 
15 years and that outsde marriage to 16 years. But this 
did not meet all the women's demands. It was felt that 
legislation of this nature could not be enforced without 
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the compulsory registration of births and marriages. 
Vigilance associations were formed to maintain a strict 
watch and to report cases of violation of the Act to the 
requisite authorities. It was further urged that the 
minimum age of marriage should be raised higher and that 
the penalties for breach of the law should be made more 
deterrent. 
(Ent. No. 164, 190-193) 
2. PURDAH-ZENANA SYSTEM 
Purdah-zenana system which became a badge of 
aristocracy and a mark of status and prestige, denied 
women all opportunities for normal inter-personal 
relations in day to day living. Confined to the four 
walls of their own special apartments, they could not 
enjoy the amenities of civilized life, such as education 
recreation, participation in civil activities, etc. 
Confinement to the home enabled them to take good care of 
their husbands and children and their entire world 
revolved around this particular aspect of family life. 
Free movement and outside activities being forbidrlen, 
the personality growth of the women was adversely 
affected and thus in turn influenced adversely the 
education and upbringing of their own children. 
Originating as a mere socialcustom the purdah-zenana 
flourished in Indian society, precisely because that 
society had emphasised the importance of tradition and 
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customary p rac t i ce s . 
3. DEVADASIS AND WIDOWS 
The problem of devadasi girls dedicated to the 
temples and of Hindu widows was an additional challenge 
to the social conscience of the people. Before suitable 
legislation could be introduced to illegalise the 
devadasi system and to permit widows to remarry, the 
social work of the pioneers centred largely around the 
establishment of seva sadans and widows' homes. These 
offered training facilities and sheltered occupations, 
which enabled the women to rehabilitate themselves. Many 
of the teachers and hospital nurses were recruited from 
the widows, whom tradition had condemned to a life of 
celibacy. In a world of changing values and new 
legislation, the systems of devadasis and perpetual 
widowhood have no place. They are anachronisms, out of 
harmony with the new pattern of life. 
(Ent. No. 176-177) 
4. SUTEE 
The term Sutee means the Hindu practice of widow 
burning, the burning of the living widow with the corpse 
of her husband. The word sati in Sanskrit is a femine 
noun meaning a good women, a true wife but when applied 
to the widow, it means a women who sacrifice herself on 
the funeral pyre for the love of her husband. Sutee is of 
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two types, Sahagamana or keeping company (Sahamarana, 
dying together or anumarna, dying without the dead body 
i.e. when a widow burns herslef with garments steppers, 
walking stick or with some relie of the deceased. 
Besides India, the custom of sutee was practiced 
in ancient times in Europe, Central and Western Asia and 
Far East. 
Mughals disfavoured suttee and took steps to deter 
the women from burning themselves, the first was 
insistence on government permission and this was further 
strengthened by the Emperors intervention. Akbar and 
Jahangir had adopted this course. The other course was 
that the governors from whom permission had to be sought 
put obstacles in the way of performing suttees. But if a 
women still persisted in burning herself, gifts and 
assurances of her maintenance were offered as a bait to 
stop her from committing suttee. The Mughals hindered the 
bruning women but did not espouse or contemplate general 
prohibition. 
The eighteenthcentury, beyond all comparison was 
perhaps the most turbulent period in the chequered 
history of India. The Mughal Empire had disintegrated and 
its Emperor was a shrunken phantom devoid of authority. 
There was anarchy and disorder all around. People sought 
peace but in vain, Misery, Starvation, pillage and 
oppression had become glaring facts of Indian life. 
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British realized that Indian society with its 
complex social system could remain intact provided the 
British left the Hindus and Muslims free to follow their 
religious customs and personal laws. The influence of the 
missionaries on the abolition of suttee was indirect but 
it did play a significant role in changing the temper of 
the age. Abolition of suttee would be incomplete without 
estimating Ram Mohan Roy's role in the whole process. Ram 
Mohan is that of a man of quite extraordinary intellect, 
imbued with the idea of reform, moderate and persuasive 
unhappy and self frustrated, persistent in his endeavour 
to abolish suttee but faltering in resolution. 
Suttee originating under war condition was 
reinforced by particular in the Hindu joint family 
system. Having been entrusted to her rightful owner, the 
women had no place to go to if she lost her husband. 
Under the circumstances it was better for her to die than 
to live with the members of the family who were likely to 
blame and taunt her for the loss of her husband. Marriage 
being considered a sacrament, an irrevocable tie from 
incarnation to incarnation, widows were denied the right 
to remarry. The very sight of a widow was considered an 
il] omen and widows were not permitted to participate in 
religious and socialceremonies. 
(Ent. No. 197-201) 
5. PROSTITUTION 
Another blot on the social status of women has 
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been prostitution. Admittedly, this strange "profession", 
as it is sometimes called, is common to all countries. 
Civilised nations have tolerated it, but are nevertheless 
ashamed of it. The Association of Moral and Social 
Hygiene in India has for some decades now, agitated for 
the control of prostitution, and formulated schemes and 
framed Bills, which, if accepted, are calculated 
considerably to mitigate this evil. There are some 
enactments in force - Supression of Immoral Traffic 
Acts - in the major states, but they are defective in 
content and ineffectual in operation. The A.M.S.H.I has 
pressed for suitable amendments, for the introduction of 
sex education in schools and colleges, for the 
registration, licensing and inspection of all homes for 
women and children, and for an adequate vigilance police 
force. Without these measures, it is feared, prostitution 
will continue to function and flourish, and an important 
aspect of women's welfare will remain largely neglected. 
(Ent. No. 194-196) 
6. DOWRY 
Dowry refers to the movable and immovable 
properity that a bride brings with her at the line of 
marriage to her husband and/or his parents/guardians, 
often on their explicit and occasionally on their 
implicit demands. 
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The Dowry Prohibition Act 1961, describes dowry as 
"any property or valuable security given or agreed to be 
given either directly or indirectly: (a) by one party to 
a marriage to the other party to the marriage, or (b) by 
the parents of either party to a marriage or by any other 
person, to either party to the marriage or any other 
person, at or before or after the marriage as 
consideration for the marriage. This, however, excludes 
dower or'mahr' in the case of persons to whom the Muslim 
Personal Law (Shariat) applies and also wedding presents 
made at the time of a marriage to either party to the 
marriage in the form of cash ornaments, clothes or other 
articles unless they are made as consideration for the 
marriage ofthe said parties". This definition presumably 
discriminates between the movable and immovable nature of 
things and the time when they are delivered. It is 
apparent that the scope of the meaning of the word dowry 
as generally understood has been amply broadened under 
this definition and covers a wide spectrum of transaction 
practices that form part of marriages in different 
regions in the country. It covers the material wealth 
brought not only by the bride to the bride groom or his 
family but also by the bride groom to the brides family 
and thus includes in it the usage of bride price, where 
by a payment in cash and kind is made to the brides 
father in exchange for authority over the women, which 
passes from her kin group to the bride groom's kin-group. 
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Dowry as an appendage of the marriage systemis now 
widely accepted and practised. It has influenced every 
section of the Indian society rrespective of caste, 
creed, religion, region and economic status. From a 
symbol of regard and affection, it has become social 
binding. It has penetrated the rural communities and the 
backward classes also which were once unaware of its 
ramifications or had a tradition of bride price. 
Prior to the present development of . means of 
communication, the rural population had limited contacts 
with the urban areas. The village was a self contained 
unit where a family knew about the economic status of its 
neighbouring families celebtration of marriage, 
therefore was a community function where social prestige 
or social condemnation on the point of dowry was non-
existent. The present close contacts with the urban areas 
where, on wedding hosts view with one another in holding 
lavish receptions with Gargantuan meals, decorations, new 
clothes, jewellery etc» have resulted in the limitation 
of urban values to earn social status through 
ostentations expenditure on wedding. New communities for 
instance, the peasants of Karnataka the Golla (caste of 
cowherds) and the Lambadas of Andhra Pradesh and the 
villages in Himachal Pradesh surveyed by the socio-
economic survey division of the census of India have 
turned no dowry. 
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Earlier the Nagar Brahmins of Gujarat, the Khatris 
of Uttar Pradesh, the Mathur Kayasthas and several castes 
in Maharashtra did not customarily settle marriage 
transactions in cash or kind. But today people belonging 
to these groups are also adopting dowry. It is virtually 
universally practice in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Rajasthan and also Bengal, Orissa and Madhra Pradesh. 
There is, in fact no difference now in the pattern and 
motives for conspicuous consumption and dowry, either 
religionwise or castewise. The patrilineal tribal groups 
of the Indian subcontinent customarily pay bride price. 
Many castes on the lower rungs of the hierarchy and some 
on the middle rugs also follow this custom. There are 116-
scheduled castes and 65 non-scheduled caste Hindus who 
pay bride price at marriage line. As they come under the 
influence of Sanskrit values, they tend to give up their 
custom and adopt instead the custom of dowry. 
The form and amount of dowry to the daughter and 
her in-laws vary in different states. The dowry may 
consist of movable items (such as clothes, jewellery, 
utensils, beds and beddings, electrical gadgets, 
furniture, carpets, television set, radio, car, scooter 
or cycle and several other articles of utility and 
decoration in the house). Besides cash savings, 
certificates and financial support for foreign education 
or for setting up business. In the immovable items of 
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dowry are included land, house, shop, factory etc. These 
gifts are not given exclusively to the bride, the 
bridegroom and his family are also honoured with these. 
There are however, regional, community and caste 
variations in the practice of dowry. 
The attitude of society towards the prevalence of 
dowry custom is neither uniform nor consistent. 
Theoretically, a majority among the educated in the 
middle class disfavour it but in actual practice it 
upholds the custom under the fold of certain social and 
cultural justifications, 
A daughter under the protection of law enjoys 
today the right to inherit equally the property of her 
father with the male heirs. With this prerogative, her 
claim to dowry seems to be irrelevant and irrational_Many 
parents however feel that instead of a share to property, 
she should continue to receive dowry. Her share in the 
landed property or business is likely to initiate 
unwelcome interf earr^nce in the management of their 
property by the son in law and his family. Spatial 
-^"i "'"^nce,; problems of loss and profit and other family 
secrets are bound to lead to various difficulties and 
her 
maladjustments. Moreover,/property inheritence will not 
affect the practice of giving dowry, 
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Status consciousness and personal glorification it 
is generally felt one other major reasons for the 
preservation of the dowry ritual. Some families are able 
to establish it because they have unaccounted earnings 
and through huge dowry are also able to purchase a good 
match for their daughter. Some people over spend just 
for the fear of their relatives who will snigger and 
gossip and create family scandals or purely for reasons 
of self prestige. 
The custom of dowry thoii^^ widely practiced has 
produced adverse effects on society. In India since the 
per capita income is very low, the capacity to save is 
also extremely limited. Most of the families in meeting 
dowry demands to buy a secure and happy future for their 
daughter, have to indulge in debts. Marriage often 
consumes the provident funds and insurance policies of 
the parents. Houses and lands are mortgaged and even 
human beings are kept nunder servitude as bonded 
labourers of the money lender or the land owing families 
who give loan for marriage to the brides or the 
bridegrooms family. Some parents are driven to adopt 
unfair means to earn money for dowry. 
Parents of honest means have to deprive themselves 
and their children of minimum comforts, nutritions food 
and also proper education to save enough for dowry. Dowry 
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expenditure is not a productive investment most often it 
is utilized in ostentations consumption. 
Sometimes when parents of moderate means are 
unable to meet the abnormal demands of dowry. They marry 
their young daughter to an old man or to an unworthy 
person who does not ask for dowry. Such ill assorted 
matches or where the girl is constantly harassed for 
bringing less dowry or has to remain a sprinster because 
of dowry lead to cases of mental breakdown, burning of 
brides, suicide or a continued unhappy married life, 
family, tensions etc. 
The custom of dowry has arisen from and also been 
responsible for the inferior status of women in our 
society. Many girls feel rejected right from birth due to 
their differential upbringing from sons, deprivation in 
food, clothing, recreation and education as parents want 
to save for their dowry. 
Legislation Against Dowry 
Since the dowry system has been a social evil, 
some state governments, after independence, enacted 
legislation like the Bihar Dowry Restraint Act 1950, 
Andhra Pradesh Dowry Prohibition Act 1958, and the Jammu 
& Kashmir Dowry Restraint Act, 1960. The Union Government 
took a further step to stop this evil in the entire 
country and passed the Dowry Prohibition Act in 1961. 
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This law came into force from 1 July 1961 and has 
superseded the state laws except that of Jammu & Kashmir. 
Under the Act to give take or demand dowry or to abet the 
giving and taking of dowry is an offence punishable with 
improvement upto six months or a fine upto five thousand 
rupees or with both. Every offence, under this Act is 
non-cognizable bailable and non-compoundable. Prosecution 
can be instituted only with the prior permission of the 
State Government. 
The Act under section 6 provides that if any dowry 
has been received, it is the bride who is entitled to it. 
Any other person receiving the dowry is obliged to 
transfer it under the pain of punishment, to the bride or 
hold it in trust till she attains the age of eighteen 
years. If the bride dies before receiving it, her heirs 
are entitled to claim it from the person holding it for 
the time being. All agreements for giving and taking of 
dowry are avoid. Social action can be created by 
organised voluntary efforts. It can not be on a wide 
scale involving or inviting mass action initially, 
because organisations, public leaders and social 
reformers are still few and the funds limited for the 
coverage. Moreover, they are mostly located in the urban 
areas. The strategy of approach, therefore will have to 
start from the urban base where the elite the youth, mass 
media and finances can be mobilised no support the 
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movement at least among the more receptive sections of 
the populations and then spread its coverage. Educated 
women, school and colleges teacbTs^ university students 
and reputed social workers can start anti-dowry campaign 
committees and through a well drawn auto programme help 
in rooting out dowry. The Government of India has in 1976 
amended the Central Civil Service (Conduct) Rules 1964 to 
stipulate that no government servant shall give or take 
or abet the giving or taking of dowry or demand directly 
or indirectly from the parent or guardian of a bride or 
bride groom as the case may be, any dowry. Impact of the 
legislation should be evaluated after a span of five 
years if possible free legal aid provided to victims 
under the Act. 
(Ent. No. 178-182) 
8. EDUCATIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
While education is one of the potent factors most 
likely to influence and modify one's behaviour, attitude 
on the other hand is one of the strong and stable 
determinants of a persons' behaviour. Thus attitude and 
behaviour being the functional aspect of one's 
personality one opt to be greatly influenced by education 
the common factor. In broader sense education, formal or 
informal is a means to one's awarneess of some 
information, knowledge or facts. The process of educating 
a person enable him to think in term of right or wrong, 
true or false, reasonable or unreasonable. From 
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sociological point of view, all education proceeds from 
the participation of a person in social consciousness. It 
is a common belief that illiteracy or lack of education 
is generally associated with conservatism which connotes 
rigidity to change, inability to peep into pros and 
cones. On the other hand, education contributes in 
liberalizing one's attitude and is often associated with 
modifiability, susceptibility to progressive views and 
rationalism. Education influences one's attitude which is 
instrumental to one's behaviour pattern provided there is 
perfect agreement between one's public and private 
attitudes. If all the citizen in a country are proply 
educated, some good results can certainly be expected in 
the direction of abolition of different social evils 
which are embedded in our social system. 
The concept of educational opportunity is a 
somewhat ambiguous concept. Does it mean (a) equal amount 
of education for every one. (b) education sufficient to 
bring every one to a given standard, (c) education 
sufficient to permit every one to reach their endowed 
potentials. 
Historically women have not had equal 
opportunities for education. Many social reformers in 
pre-independence India championed the cause of women's 
education. Despite great expansion in education after 
1947, the progress of literacy among women is still slow. 
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Though female literacy has risen from 0.60 percent in 
1901 to 24.9 percent in 1981, it is still way behind male 
literacy which was 46.5 percent in 1981. The enrolment 
figures for 1950-51 indicate that there were 33 girls for 
100 boys at various levels and this rose to 55 girls for 
100 boys in 1980-81. However, as the population 
increased, the proportion of illiterate women also rose. 
For example in 1951 there were 161.9 million illiterate 
women and their number rose to 241.6 million in 1981 (the 
population of India 1951 and 1981 was 361 and 685.2 
million respectively. 
The power of education to liberate women and to 
qualify them to complete for modern occupations has been 
nutralized by social and cultural values which define 
what is appropriate eduction for women. The traditional 
conception about the role of women in family and society 
were at the heart of educational programmes in pre and 
post Independence India. The belief that formal 
education has the capability to undermine feminine 
qualities and thus prelude women from performing their 
maternal and martial roles was deeply entrenched among 
all caste and social class groups in pre-modern India. 
The streaming boys and girls to what were 
perceived as masculine and feminine curricula was common. 
With the- result',^  disciplines such as physic, c];iemistry'oj: 
mathematics "were to be studied 'by boys while girls.^ were 
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directed to specialize in disciplines such as hygiene, 
needle work, music and home science. Essentially the 
formal education of women was aimed at training them to 
be competent and efficient in their dfomestic roles at 
home makers, wives and mtoehrs. Even the most voluble 
proagonists (who were usually men) of women's education 
in the 19th century said a little value in women's 
education beyond the domestic boundaries. Formal 
education was used as yet another instrument to preserve 
and perpetuate the customary male-female dichotomy. Thus 
the historical roots of prejudice against the expansion 
of women's education in certain areas lay in a basic 
conviction that there was something special about a 
women's nature which would be destroyed by excessive 
exposure to education. 
There is little notable change in the policies and 
programmes of women's education following Independence. 
At least three commissions on education headed by eminent 
persons (Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh and 
Dr. Kothari) have examined in detail the philosophy and 
praxis of women's education in India. The conclusions 
drawn by these commissions are generally similar, 
example 
although they varied in their emphasis. For/Radhakrishnan 
commisison clearly stressed the domestic role of women 
while noticing the importance of education in making them 
more qualifid to perform familial tasks. In general these 
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commissions tend to uphold the image of women as 
inevitable dependents on men and hon?^ ?^  as natural foot 
soldiers at the home front. A women's marriage was 
construed as more important than her career. Tt was 
presumed that by marrying, a women voluntarily restricts 
her own geographic mobility because of her husband s job 
and thus there is little value in aspiring for education 
leading to an independent career. It was presumed that by 
marrying a women voluntarily restricts her own 
geographic " mobility because of her husband's job and 
thus there is little value in aspiring for education 
leading to an independent career. More important was the 
view that education leading to occupational commitment 
would be detrimental to domestic obligations of women 
which were (and continue to be) highly valued. To be sure 
all these commissions do vary in details but they 
generally agree on the main theme, that education of 
women is a necessary as long as it does not alter their 
traditional roles. 
Social Problems of Women Education 
The importance of social problems that come in the 
fielf of Muslim women education are as follows. 
Superstit 1 ors of the family observance of Pardah in 
adequate school facilities nad economic backwardness are 
the major hurdles in education of Muslim women. 
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The problem of drop out among Muslim girls also 
takes a heavy t-oll. Muslim girls discontinue their 
education after a few years of their schooling,^  Of 
course, the root of the incontinuation lies in their 
superstition. Pardah practices, early marriage or 
economic backwardness. Perhaps, those who mentioned "No 
lady teacher" and co-education system as reasons for 
Muslim girls' abstention from education would give 
further insight to this problem. We have discussed 
earlier that the number of girls in co-education school 
3 f^  small. Muslim parents send their daughters to such 
schools reluctantly or as last resort. 
Problems of Dropout of School Levels 
A large number of students keep dropping out after 
Middle level and the school are suffering a painful 
problem of high rate of dropout particularly among 
Muslims. 
There are 14 possible causes responsible for the 
dropout of Muslim pupils before the completion of their 
eduction are: 
1. Parents are not serious about education. 
2. Teachers lack enthusiasm. 
3. Financial difficulty of parents. 
4. Early marriage of boys and girls. 
5. Children are used as earning members. 
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6. Curriculum is too heavy for the students compared 
to this eudcational level. 
7. Children mix with bad company. 
8. Mentally retarded children. 
9. Heavy home task is given by the school. 
10. Inadequate teaching in school. 
11. Frequent absence of teachers. 
12. Children are punished severely both in school and 
at home. 
13. Students do not attend school regularly. 
14. Parents are unsympathetic to their children. 
(Ent. No.109-110) 
Problems of Minority Schools 
Apart from the problem of dropout which we 
discussed previously the educational institutions managed 
by Muslims suffer from some more problems in their 
working especially being institutions of minority 
character. These problems are directly faced by the 
schools. Some of these are given as under: 
1. Medium of instruction. 
2. In imparting religious instruction. 
3. In admission of pupils. 
4. In obtaining parents' cooperation. 
5. In dealing with educational authorities, local 
bodies etc. 
6. In receiving grants from the government. 
7. Availability of good trained teachers. 
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With the improved social status of women, their 
claim to educational opportunities received greater 
recognition, and the old attitude towards women's 
education gave way to an appreciation of its urgency and 
value. The Report of the Hartog Committee said: "The 
importance of the education of girls and women in India 
cannot be overrated. It affects vitally the range and 
efficiency of all education. India has long suffered from 
the dualism of an educated manhood and an uneducated 
womanhood - a dualism that lowers the whole level of home 
and domestic life and has its reactions on personal and 
national character. The education of women will make 
available to the country a wealth of capacity that is now 
wasted for lack of opportunity". 
Looking further back into the history of women's 
education, one finds the position even worse. Wo school 
for girls of the new type existed before 1849. It was then 
that the Bethune School was founded in Calcutta and it 
later developed into a college and sent out its first 
graduate in 1883. In the eighties of the 19th century, 
barely a hundred women throughout India studied for 
degrees in the arts, science and medicine. Today, there 
are well over 4'5,000 women students in the universities 
and other institutions of higher learning. 
The Hartog Report, published some thirty years ago, 
drew pointed attention to the great disparity then 
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prevalent in the ratio of educated men and educated women. 
It set educationists thinking as to why this gap existed 
and how it could be narrowed and closed. It was generally 
agreed that, to attract women, the road to education 
should be widened to include subjects of specific value to 
them, for it was an accepted fact that women had a double 
role to play in the modern world, that of citizen and of 
home builder. Many also, driven by economic pressure or an 
urge for a career, sought vocations outside the home. The 
crux of the problem lay in striking a happy balance betwen 
two apparently contrary tendencies. 
Out of the desire to remodel women's education and 
to bring it into consonance with the changing needs of a 
changing world, a new association was born, the all-India 
Women's Education Fund Association. The deliberations of 
its expert committee led finally in 1932 to the opening of 
the Lady Irwin College of Home Sciences in New Delhi. 
This, to some extent, satisfied the persistent demand of 
the all-India Women's Conference, that the home, the acid 
test of the nation, the birth place of character and the 
nursery of future generations, should be restored to its 
former status. With the establishment of the Lady Irwin 
College, the significance of home science studies received 
added emphasis in eveyr programme of women's education, in 
all school curricula and in university courses. 
The understanding of women's educational 
requirements was reflected in the report of the University 
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Education Commission, appointed in 1948. Placing home 
science studies in their right perspective, the Report 
stressed that "the greatest profession of women is, and 
will probably continue to be, that of the home-maker. Yet 
her world should not be limited to that relationship". The 
importance of women's education also was underlined. "If 
education has to be limited to men or to women, it should 
be given to women, for then it would more surely be passed 
on the next generation". 
In spite, however, of the warning of the Hartog 
Committee and the recommendations of the University 
Education Commission, a large disparity continues to exist 
in the percentage of boys and girls, of men and women, 
seeking admission to schools and colleges. The most recent 
quinquennial Review of the Progress of Education in India 
(1947-52) exposes the starting fact that the proportion of 
females to males in educational institutions stands 
approximately at 1:2.5 basic and primary schools, 1:5 in 
high schools, and 1:9 in universities. 
(Ent. No. 18-127) 
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8. StATUS 
The problem of the status of women involves 
equalT •"/between men and women. The women throughout the 
world have been considered the second sex - the inferior 
sex. Equality and status are closely associated with 
power. Chaning status involves the sharing of power on 
equal footing with men in decision making and its 
implementation at informal and formal sector. The 
sociatai value frame work plays an important role in 
determining the chaning status of power equation and 
hence the status of women involves the distribution and 
redistribution of power. 
Social sciences are in the process of a creative 
rethink. We are rethinking about development and 
rethinking about women and we are rethinking about 
equality. The process of development in the third world 
countries and internationalisation of the women's 
movements compels the social scientists to concern 
themselves with the objective analysis of changing 
reality throughout the world and understand women's 
position in the changing scenario. "The women's question 
today is no longer an issue confined to the position of 
women within the family on their rights to equally with 
men in different aspect of social life. It is part of the 
total far broader question regarding the direction of 
chango of that process. And the improvement in the 
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status of women depends on the changing perceptions of 
the roles of women and men in the society. In the post-
colonial era economic political and social changes are 
taking place they are linked with the problemi- of women 
all over the world and they have great impact in the 
third world couQtrres In early seventies it was 
realised that the process of development could not be 
accelerated the third world because nearly half the 
population consisting of women had no access to the 
process of development and their problem was not taken 
care of. 
A new consciousness has been developing among the 
educated women since the seventies. UN Decade for women 
did very little to improve the status of women but it 
helped in the activating a large number of educated women 
at national and international level. They have become 
articulate about their rights and status. This 
consciousness compelled them to demand economic political 
and social justice and equality with men. Indian women 
are developing a new sensitivity and consciousness which 
will no longer tolerate the suffocating familial 
institutionaal, political and cultural norms which place 
them in a humiliating, subject status. 
Half of the world's population known as better 
half are women. But better half are great sufferer in men 
dominated society under men made laws. 
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Development has to be a multidimensional process 
having effect on different segments of society. 
Improvement in the status of women will have effect on 
political, economic and social aspect of the society and 
societal value framework. While women represent half the 
global population and are third of the labourforce. They 
receive only one tenth of the global income and less then 
one percent of world property. Two out of three of the 
world's illiterates today are women, while general 
illiteracy rate is falling, the female illiteracy rate is 
increasing. 
Women's issues are woven with the larger issues of 
peace and security poverty and affluence, development and 
under development and vice versa; if women's status is 
not improved they are not given equali^vvis-a-vis men, 
probably the pressing issues before the world community 
will not be solved in a desired way. 
Nehru's view on the status of women was, that of 
equality. He could envisage women's contribution in 
national building task. He said "we should like to 
displace the picture of deeply impressed upon the social 
imagination of man standing forward to conquer new 
worlds, women following wearily behind with a baby in her 
arms. The picture which we now envisage is that of man 
and women comrades of the road, going forward together, 
the child joyously shared by both. Such a reality we feel 
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cannot but raise the menhood and womenhood of any nation. 
It explains sharing of power and responsibilities 
equally by men and women. 
The story of Indian women is unique, as Indian 
society is trying to combine ancient civilization with 
the progress of modern times. Status of women in society 
denotes her position with others in terms of rights and 
obligations. 
The special attention is given to the needs and 
problems of women as one of the 'weaker sections of the 
Inian society and the recognition of political equality 
was undoubteldy, a radical departure from the norms 
prevailing in traditional India.' 
The special provisions for women in Indian 
constitution were result of social reform movement which 
began in 19th century emphasizing improvement of women's 
status. These reformers tried to achieve these objectives 
through social legislation. These social reformers 
agreed that no substantial social change could be 
achieved as long as women were deprived of opportunities 
of self development and participation. However majority 
of them saw women as custodians of the family and 
responsible for well being of children, inculcating in 
them the caultural values and very few of them thought in 
terms of women's rights to participate in social 
functions outside the family framework. 
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After independence, suggestions of comprehensive 
reform of Hindu law were accepted by the government. 
Though there was much resistance to the bill in the 
beginning from within and outside the Congress. The 
opposition to bill proved that the implications of 
equality clauses in the constitution had not been 
seriously appreciated even by those who framed the 
constitution. Thus legal position of Hindu women has been 
improved considerably by the ban on bigony. , The 
provisions of right of divorce, the right, to inherit a 
share of parental property. However, similar reforms have 
not taken place in all other systems of personal law in 
India. The Muslim women continue to be victims of 
polygamy, unilateral system of divorce and absence of 
maintenance provisions after divorce. The goal of uniform 
civil code mentioned in the Directive Principles of State 
Policy is yet to be achieved. 
(Ent. No. 210-220) 
9. CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY 
The Constitution of the Indian Republic confers on 
both the sexes equal srights of access to educational 
opportunities and there is no discriminatory legislation 
preventing women from seeking education. The explanation, 
therefore, lies elsewhere for the anomalous situation in 
which fewer girls than boys and fewer women than men 
desire education. Perhaps, the insufficient supply of 
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women teachers and the traditional attitude of the 
community might suggest part of the answer. For, as is 
well-known, in times of financial stringency, it has been 
girls' education that has been most severely taxed. It may 
also be that because women marry earlier than men, full 
time attendance at educational courses might not always be 
convenient. To meet this difficulty, the Planning 
Commission of the Government of India has advised the 
provision for women of "extensive opportunities for 
private studies and for taking higher examinations as 
private candidates, and also the organization of short-
term courses in general education". 
In consequence of this new orientation, it is 
expected that women's education will receive a fresh 
impetus, and that, in the determined drive against 
illiteracy, in the spread of social education among the 
adult population and in other plans for educational 
advancement, women will benefit equally with men. 
10. POLITICAL RIGHTS 
When dealing with the complex question of women's 
welfare, most women's organisations have given priority of 
place to the subject of political rights, as these are 
regarded as fundamental to all progress. The idea of 
women's franchise was mooted first in 1917, when a 
deputation of Indian women waited on (the late) Mr, Edwin 
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Montagu, the then Secretary of State for India. But in the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms that followed, no mention was 
made of voting rights for women. This brought about an 
intensification of their campaign. From then on, progress 
was rapid and, in the short space of thirty years, a dream 
became a fulfilment. 
IN 1930, three Indian women participated in the 
Round Table Conference held in London to settle India's 
political future, and in 1935, when a restricted system of 
franchise was introduced, women were accorded the vote.But 
it was not till the dawn of India's freedom and the 
adoption of her new Constitution, when elections were held 
on the basis of adult suffrage, that women really secured 
complete political parity with men. They now enjoy the 
right to vote and seek election, the right to seek and 
hold public office and the right to exercise public 
functions. Article 14 and 16, relating to Fundamental 
Rights, guarantee to all citizens, irrespective of sex, 
"equally before the law", "equal protection of the law", 
"equality of opportunity in matter of public employment". 
With the vast increase in their voting strength, 
women's political power has considerably enhanced, and 
women began to enter in large numbers the administrative 
departments of the Government, all grades of legislatures, 
the Cabinets in the Centre and in the states, and the 
various services, professions and vocations. 
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But their number everywhere has been 
disproportionately small. This is largely because women 
all the world over entered rather late into public life. 
It might take a generation or two to bridge the gap. 
In the first general elections of 1952, women took 
as full an advantage of their new status as did the men 
and they exercised their vote with enthusiasm. 
At this stage of women's development, an effective 
programme of political education has become a necessity. 
For women have inescapable responsibilities as citizens. 
They must emerge more fully from the protected isolation 
of their home and extend to a wider sphere their special 
qualities and peculiar gifts. 
(Ent. No. 205-207) 
11. HEALTH SERVICES 
In a perfectly adjusted society, health is an 
indispensable factor. Hence, in any integrated programme 
of women's welfare, health measures must play a vital 
role. The significance of this truth is being increasingly 
realised by governmental and voluntary agencies, and 
health services have begun to figure prominently in every 
scheme of planned development. As a result of intensified 
effort in recent years, medical services for women and 
children have expanded greatly and governmental 
departments have stepped more and more into this field of 
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work, which was once the concern mainly of private 
organisations. Unfortunately, due to past neglect, there 
is still a lamentable lack of trained personnel and of 
institutions for training such personnel. This absence of 
adequate and efficient services leaves maternal mortality 
at the high figure of twenty per thousand live births, and 
of maternal morbidity at a figure twenty times as much. 
It is estimated that today there are approximately 
1750 maternity and child welfare centres, 15000 midwives, 
1000 health visitors and 100 public health nurses for a 
copulation of 360 million people - considerably below the 
optimum number. Maternity hospitals and maternity beds in 
general hospitals are said to be overcrowded and 
ante-natal and post-natal clinics are wholly insufficient. 
The Government of India is well aware of this distressing 
state of affairs, «!xpectaiiic.y fromthe previous regime, and 
all 
recognises the urgency for/around development. Each state, 
assisted by the funds provided under the Five Year Plan, 
has, therefore, undertaken vast betterment projects, both 
at the village and at the town level. 
International aid and cooperation also have been 
extended by the WHO and the UNICEF and will no doubt 
spread up expansion and raise the standard of medical 
training and services. In addition, the Government of 
India has formulated a nation-wide scheme for a network of 
maternity centres, the implementation of which will be 
watched with the keenest interest. 
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This section on health would be incomplete without 
some reference to the Maternity Benefits Act, which 
provide care and protection to expectant mothers working 
in factories, and to the mobile health vans operating in 
rural areas, under the auspices of women's organisations 
and Government departments. These are two significant 
steps in the direction of women's welfare. The Lady 
Hardinge Medical College for Women in New Delhi is another 
such step. The importance of women doctors in India cannot 
be over-stressed, and it is expected that all schemes for 
the medical care of women will bear this need in mind. 
(Ent. No. 188-189) 
12. FAMILY PLANNING SCHEME 
Another important aspect of women's health is that 
of family planning, for unchecked bearing of children 
impairs the health of the mother and reduces the vitality 
of the race. This should be a major consideration when 
dealing with the problem of population control and 
stabilising "population at a level consistent with the 
requirements of national economy". Measures for family 
limitation, for thus educating the minds of the people and 
for furnishing the necessary advice and services, have not 
been entirely lacking, but they are far from adequate. The 
Government of India has allocated a sum of Rs 65 lakhs 
under the Five Year Plan to the Central Ministry of Health 
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for extending these services and for conducting research 
and carrying out field experiments on different methods. 
Women's organisations and other voluntary agencies, in 
particular the Family Planning Association of India, have 
released a good deal of propaganda material in this 
context. They view these questions from the practical 
angle and plead for the introduction and distribution of 
chemical and mechanical contraceptives, which would be 
within the economic reach of the people. The particular 
method to be used, they believe, should be left to 
individual choice. 
Throughout the ages, within the memory of men, women 
have been engaged in farm jobs and have performed a 
multiplicity of tasks requiring manual labour. Indian 
women have been no exception. Several decades ago, they 
took up the teaching profession, and later on joined the 
ranks of doctors, nurses and lawyers. They have also 
worked in business and industrial concerns, in various 
capacities. In recent times, with the extension of 
educational opportunities and the grant of equal political 
rights, their economic status was further bettered and 
women began to be recruited to the foreign, political and 
administrative services, on the same terms as men. It 
could not have ben otherwise, as the Government of India, 
in Article 39 of the Constitution, had accepted the 
principle of "equal pay for work of equal value" as a 
Directive Principle of State Policy. Another governmental 
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measure which favourably affected the economic status of 
women was the Minimum Wages Act of 1948. This enactment 
sought to improve the economic conditions and did not 
permit of discrimination between men and womenworkers. 
But the present economic picture is not quite as 
roseate as the preceding paragraph would indicate. 
Unemployment is said to be on the upgrade and women, 
particularly of the lower income groups, are hard pressed 
to supplement the family earnings. The Planning 
Commission, the Industries Departments of the Union and 
State Governments, the Central Social Welfare Board and a 
host of private agencies, such as the Indian Cooperative 
Union, have devoted much thought to this problem. The 
concensus of opinion has strongly supported the promotion 
of cottage and small scale industries and considerable 
effort is being directed towards this end. In so far as 
the displaced women are concerned, the Ministries of 
Rehabilitation have evolved plans for their resettlement, 
and these include the provision of sheltered workshops, or 
what are often referred to as training-cum-production 
centres, in which the facilities for training, the 
decision in regard to the choice of crafts and the sale of 
the finished commodities remain the responsibility of 
governmental authorities or other agencies entrusted with 
the work. It is calculated that, through these means, a 
fair percentage of destitute women will became self-
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supporting. Extension programmes for training school 
teachers, nurses, dais and grama sevikas also are under 
contemplation. They should serve the double purpose of 
reducing unemployment and furnishing the country with the 
much needed personnel for some of the essential services. 
(Ent. No. 41-54) 
13. FAMILY WELFARE 
A pioneer project, the Family Welfare Service, 
recently inaugurated by the Central Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, is yet another venture that gives promise of 
gainful employment to a large range of people, who have 
been most affected by the difficult economic coudtt^ VT\?, 
The execution of the scheme has been undertaken by the 
Central Social Welfare Board through a specially appointed 
ad choc committee of women, and it is expected thatjaf'-' 
the preliminary surveys have been carried out, training 
and supervised work will be made available, both in homes 
and nearby factories, in certain selected occupations. 
Those centering around the manufacture of matches, khadi, 
hosiery and garments will receive some degree of priority. 
The Government of India, through the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, has taken up itself the task of arranging 
for the necessary technical training, supplying the 
equiment and raw materials and marketing the goods. The 
women, who will come under the protection of this project, 
will benefit in other ways also; for, in addition to its 
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other duties, the family welfare service, as its name 
signifies, will render medical aid, family councelling and 
child care. This omnibus form of assistance is a novel 
experiment in the field of social welfare and will 
doubtless prove to be a significant step in the much 
desired establishment of a Welfare State. 
(Ent. No. 40) 
14. LEGAL RIGHTS 
No study of women's welfare can be thorough without 
some reference to the complicated question of the legal 
rights of inheritance, marriage, divorce and guardianship. 
In these respects, women have not, for some considerable 
period, enjoyed equality with men, their rights often 
varying with the state or community to which they 
belonged. 
In a country as vast as India with her diversified 
people and her different cnst-'^ '^'; and religious sanctions, a 
balanced codification of all laws has always presented 
great difficulties. Hence, during the last few decades, 
efforts to safeguard women against exploitation and 
degrading practices resulted in Acts of legislation being 
passed to meet each known hardship. As some states were 
more progressive than others, this procedure led to a 
further diversity in legal enactments and greater 
difficulty in enforcing the new laws, for malefactors 
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often took refuge in a state where the new law was 
inoperative. 
The new laws as a whole attempted to reinterpret 
the ancient laws of India in terms of modern trends and to 
equate, to some extent, the legal differences between men 
and women. By advocating monogamy, by recognising the 
inheritance rights of the daughter by giving the mother 
an effective say in the adoption of a child and by 
conceding her claim to be the natural guardian of her 
children, and by raising the women's "limited estate" to 
one of absolute control over her property, the Hindu Code 
Bill had become a document of some significance. 
Nevertheless, because of its restricted jurisdiction and 
because it does not uphold the principle of equality in 
its entirety, the Bill, from the women's standpoint, as 
not wholly satisfactory. Opinion is rapidly crystallising 
in favour of a comprehensive Civil Code, based on the 
canons of social justice and uniform applicability to all 
sections of the people. 
This new attitude is in full consonance with the 
terms of the Constitution, for Article 15 embodies the 
injunction that there shall be no discrimination on 
grounds of sex, and Article 44 directs the framing of a 
uniform Civil Code. The women's request for the adoption 
of such changes as will conform to the spirit and the text 
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of the Constitution is thus fully justified. Article 13 
reinforces their demand and nullifies all existing laws 
that are in conflict with Fundamental Rights. This calls 
for a re-examination of all laws and the modification or 
repeal of theose that are inconsistent with the provisions 
of the Constitution. Indeed, Indian women stand on solid 
ground and they can bring effective pressure on the 
Government, through the law courts if necessary, to 
concede their claims to complete legal equality. 
(Ent.Nr, -le-^ -lC?) 
15. LITERACY 
The scheme of functional literacy for adult women 
in the age group 15-45 was started in 1975-76. It offers 
non-formal education concerning health and hygiene, food 
and nutrition, home management and child care in 620 ICDS 
project areas. National Policy on education envisages that 
education would be used as a strategy for achieving a 
basic change in the status of women. In recognition of 
importance of education of girls and women in accelerating 
socio-economic development. Government has formulated a 
variety of measures from time to time in this direction. 
The National education system would: (1) play a positive 
interventionist role in empowerment of women, (2) 
contribute towards development of new values through 
redesigned curricula and textbooks, and (3) promote 
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women's studies as part of various courses and 
encouragement of educational institutions to take up 
active programme for further women's development, (iv) 
wider access of women in programmes of vocational 
technical and professional education, and (v) create 
dynamic managerial structure to cope up with target 
envisaged. Education upto class VIII is free for girls in 
the country and up to class X in most of States/UTs. 
The National Policy for Education document 
recognised that the educational structure had not been 
able to address traditional gender imbalances on 
educational achievement and that women and girls continued 
to have low levels of literacy and be marginalised from 
development. The NPE document made a showing commitment to 
a well concerned edge in favour of women as an act of 
faith and social engineering. These commitments have been 
translated into concrete guidelines and have resulted in a 
number of inventions which focus on the empowerment of 
women as the critical precondition for their participation 
in the educational process. The impact of these programmes 
is reflected in the decenniJil growth rate in female 
literacy of 9.54^ (Census 1991) which is significantly 
higher than the corresponding figure for males (7.76%). 
The following special provision for women have been 
incorporated in the existing schemes: (i) the operation 
of blackboard scheme now provides that atleast 50% of the 
teachers recruited in the future should be women. Out of 
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the 1,13,259 posts of the teachers filled under the OB 
scheme, 48.60% are by women, (ii) An innovative approach 
taken up in Rajasthan to improve acess to education is the 
Shiksha Karmi Project. It envisaged substitution of the 
primary school teachers in single teacher schools by a 
team of two local''7 resident educational workers called 
Shiksha Karmi of whom 10.2% are women, (iii) Under the 
scheme of Non-formal Education 90% assistance to given for 
NFE centres exclusively for girls. The scheme has recently 
been revised so as to provide more facilsdities for 
educating girls by increasing the ratio of NFE Centres 
exclusively for girls from 25% to 40% of the total (iv) 
Efforts are being made to ensure that at least one third 
of the students in each Navodaya Vidyalaya are girls. In 
Navodaya Vidyalayas and Kendriya Vidyalayas, free education 
is imparted to girls upto class XII, (v) Free education is 
provided to girls upto class VIII in Punjab (Government 
Schools), UP, Delhi, Meghalaya and Chandigarh and upto 
Secondary stage in Andhra Pradesh,Assam, Bihar (Government 
schools), M'izoram and Lakshadweepand upto Senior Secondary 
stage class XII in the Kerala Sikkim (Government Schools), 
Tripura, West Bengal, A&N Islands, D&N Hweli Daman and 
Diu, Pondicherry, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh, (vi) Under 
the centrally sponsored programme at 2 level vocational 
programme with emphasis on entrepreneurship are being 
designed to cater to the needs of girls who drop out of 
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schools. Efforts are also on to consciously encourage 
participation of girls in the non-traditional and emergent 
technologies, (vii) Women's education at the University 
and College level have been diversified and reoriented in 
time with the changing requirement of society, industry 
and trade. The number of women enrolled in institutions of 
higher education increased from 40,000 in 1950-51, to 
about 16,64,000 in 1993-94 an increase of more 41 times 
over the 42 years period, (viii) the enrolement of women 
students at the beginning of the year 1993-94 was 15.90 
lakh as against 15.12 lakh in the previous year. At the 
post-graduate level the enrolment of women was 34.09% of 
total enrolment, (ix) the UGC has been providing 
assistance to unviersities for undertaking research 
projects in women's studies a number of research sprojects 
have been approved for assistance. Also assistance has 
been provided to 22 universities and 11 colleges for 
setting up women's studies cell. The UGC has also created 
40 positions of part-time research associateship for women 
candidates, and (x) the participation of women in 
technical and professional streams has also shown a marked 
increase from a little over 6000 in 1950-51 to 1.46 lakh 
in 1986-87 an increase of 23 times there was also 
noticeable growth in the number of women students in the 
engineering and technology streams (in IITs and 
Poytechnics). As against 40 women students in 1950-51 
(0.3%), it rose to 16.67 thousand in 1986-87 (7.7) and 
78.3 thousand in 1993-94 (13.1%). 
(Ent. 84-89) 
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16. WORK OF WELFARE AGENCIES 
In all planning for social welfare, whether at 
governmental or voluntary level, due recognition has been 
given to the importance of a close partnership between 
tion 
public administra-/and private agencies. Throughout the 
chapters on Welfare Services contained in the report of 
the Planning Commission runs the thread of public 
cooperation. It is believed that it is the joint effort of 
the Government and the peop1*=. that will yield the maximum 
and most speedy results. The history of the social welfare 
movement confirms this point of view. 
Perhaps, in no other field of work has the 
pioneering spirit of progressive thinkers been so much in 
evidence as in the promotion of welfare services. The 
formulation of welfare legislation, the establishment of a 
network of private schools, orphanages and seva sadans and 
the presence of new laws in the Statute Book are instances 
in point. But even while the initiative was taken by 
social and political reformers, it was well understood 
that assitance from the Government was an essential 
feature of rapid progress. It was, therefore, heartening 
when state Governments began to assume increasing 
responsibility for the social well-being of the people. 
It is true that the Ministries of Education, Health 
and Labour have always functioned, each in its individual 
sphere, as welfare directorates; but the lack of 
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coordination has prevented effective and full-scale 
planning. Private agencies, such as the all-India Women's 
Conference, have repeatedly drawn attention to this defect 
and have pressed for the creation of Ministries of 
departments of Social services, both at the Centre and in 
the states. Now, in Madras and the Uttar Pradesh, special 
women's welfare departments have been established and are 
said to be doing good work. In the Delhi state also, there 
is a Directorate of Social Welfare, and attached to the 
Rehabilitation Ministries of some states are women's 
sections dealing specifically with the educationa, health, 
economic and social welfare of refugee women and children. 
These are steps in the right direction and might well 
serve as examples for other states to follow. 
Nevertheless, the social conditions of the people 
and the continued absence of suitable legislation 
adequately to protect women and orphaned and handicapped 
children from exploitation remain a challenge, calling for 
more intensive and systematic planning. This challenge is 
both to the people and the Government. On the side of non-
official ventures have been the Indian Conference of 
Social Work and the Bharat Sewak Samaj, both offering non-
political national platforms for constructive work. They 
have, among their objects, the development and 
coordination of the existing voluntary services and thus 
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act as potential instruments for organising public 
cooperation on a nation-wide basis. 
On the side of the Government, the institution of 
the Central Social Welfare Board in 1953 came as an added 
encouragement. The Board has had at its disposal, for the 
period of the first Five Year Plan, a sum of Rs 4 crores 
for subsidising welfare organisations, so that they might 
extend their activities and widen their scope for public 
service. The Board is another pointer to the urgency for 
such mutual adjustments and coordination as will ensure 
the best use of all available personnel and funds. 
India undoubtedly is on the threshold of a new 
social era, with the Government and the people equally 
alive to their rights and their responsibilities. The new 
approach to the social problems of the day holds out a 
bright hope for the future for women and other under-
privileged sections. 
WOMEN'S WELFARE PROGRAMMES IN INDIA 
Since the emergence of free India, the subject of 
people's welfare has assumed a new connotation. In the 
past there was no comprehensive nation wide programme to 
provide welfare services.These were provided mainly by 
private bodies, trusts and voluntary workers and in recent 
years in a small way by local boards and municipalities. 
But in the absence of a national plan, the efforts though 
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worthy and useful in their own way did not form a 
coordinated network to cover all aspects of our national 
life. Moreover, even in these seven years since 
independence no such plans has been evolved for execution, 
a beginning has been made with the setting up of the 
Central Social Welfare Board. It would not be for this 
Board to plan and promulgate a comprehensive scheme to 
provide welfare services to the community of which women 
form but a part thus the picture of existing conditions is 
bound to be rather haphazard, neither conforming to plan 
or coordinated. Moreover as this book has been divided 
under medicl, eductional, legal and other heads. It is 
almost impossible to avoid overlapping as there are not as 
yet purely social services as such either in the form of 
family welfare services or general social security 
benefits for all. 
VITAL STATISTICS CONCERNING WOMEN 
The total population of India constitutes nearly 
16% of the total world population while her geographical 
area is only 2.42% of the world area. With such a huge 
population to support on 50 small an area, the country 
finds itself in great difficulty in making any significant 
dent on its poverty and economic backwardness India's 
national income is barely 2% of the total global income, 
clearly shows the tremendous strain of population or her 
economy. (Competition Success Review Year Book 1991) 
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1991 Census Highlights 
Population of India 846,302,688 
Males 439,230,458 
Females 407,072,230 
Decimal Population growth 1981-91 
a) Absolute 161,117,996 
b) Percentage 23.85 
Density of Population 273 per sq.km. 
Sex ratio 927 females per 
1000 males 
Literacy rate total 52.19 percent 
Males 64.20 percent 
Females 39.19 percent 
Note: The above figures of density and literacy rate 
excludes the State of Assam and Jammu and Kashmir. 
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POPULATION 
India's population as at the sunrise of March 
1, 1991, according to the figures of 1991 census was 
846.30 million against the world's estimated population of 
5,480 million. The population of India is second largest 
in the world, next only to China's 1,166 million. 
An indication of the high density of the Indian 
population is that by having just 2.42 percent of the 
total world area, the country accounts for 15.60 percent 
of the total population. The area of India is 3.28 million 
sq. km. out of the total world area of 135.79 million sq. 
km. 
During the forty four eyars since independence 
India's population has more than doubled itself. The 
population growth during 1981-91 has registered an 
increase of 23.85 percent. But significantly the growth 
rate over the past decades has shown a decline. It 
indicates 0.81 percent decline in the annual growth rate 
during the last decade. The growth was 24.80 percent 
during 1961-71 and 24.66 percent in the subsequent 
decadfe. 
Looking at the census figures in absolute terms it 
is frightening to realise that 160.6 million rise in 
population over the decade means we have added a Japan to 
our population in just 10 years or an Australia a year. 
The census shows that India account for nearly 16 percent 
of the world population. In other works every sixth person 
in the world is an Indian. 
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The population as recorded at the 1991 census is 
dominated by males. The exact male population as on the 
sunrise of March 1, 1991 was 439,230,458 and that of 
females 407,072,230, the sex ratio in India has generally 
been adverst to women - the number of women per 1000 males 
has generally been less than 1000. Apart from being 
adverse to women, the sex ratio had also decline over the 
decades. The most distinguishing feature of the 1991 
census is the unexpected decline in the sex ratio. The ser 
ratio is 927 females per 1000 males showing a fall from 
934 per 1000 males in 1981 from 972 females per 1000 males 
in 1901 the figure stood at females 1000 males at 
independence. The sex ratio, which decline in 930 in 1971 
showed a slight improvement in 1981 when it rose to 934. A 
further fall of five points has occurred between 19^1 and 
1991. 
Males outnumbered feamels by over 32 million.But 
again Kerala represented a different spectrum unlike the 
rest of the country, the state had a higher number of 
females than males, it had 1,036 females for every 1,000 
males. In Himachal also females ratio was higher than the 
country's average it stood at 796 females for every 1000 
males compared to the final figures of the 1981 census, 
the sex ratio had increased in Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Kerala, Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab, Sikkim, West Bengal, 
Andman & Nicobar, Chandigarh and Delhi. 
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BIRTH AND DEATH RATES AFFECT IN WOMEN 
The birth rate is projected to decline from 30.9 
for 1986 to 27.5 for 1991-96 and death rate from 10.8 to 
9.4 for the corresponding period. 
The birth rate of a people depends on three 
important factors: 
(a) The number of women of child bearing age in the 
community. 
(b) Number of women of child bearing age who are 
married. 
(c) The age at which women generally marry for 
fertility rate is higher in the first half of child 
bearing age than in the second half. 
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The following table gives the women in the Reproductive 
Age group: Projections. 
Year No. of Female aged Ratio of no. of females 
V5-44 (million) aged 15-44 (Percent) 
1990 183.00 45.75 
1992 191.89 46.02 
1995 205.00 46.49 
1997 214.31 46.-95 
2000 226.00 47.08 
2005 252.00 48.55 
2007 262.40 48.84 
Source: Eight Five Year Plan 
The number of females in year 2007 is 48 
of child bearing age. 
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WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT 
The development of women in India, who according to 
the 1991 census represent 48.1 percent of the country's 
population and in absolute numbers 407.1 million has been 
the centre stage in developmental planning since 
Independence. However, it was in 1980s that women were 
recognised as a separate target group and given their 
rightful place in development planning by including a 
separate chapter viz., Women and Development in the Sixth 
Plan document (1980-85). This marked the break-away, from 
a welfare approach to women's problems in the earlier 
years to the development and further to empowerment. All 
the efforts to women's empowerment of the Government have 
been directed towards main-streaming of women into the 
national development process by raising their overall 
status - social, economic, level and political at par with 
that of men. Major programmes implemented by the 
Department in the area of women's development are given 
below: 
(Ent. No. 8-13) 
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
The Programme of Support to Training-cum-Employment 
for Women (STEP) was launched in 1987 to strengthen and 
improve the skills and employment opportunities for women 
below povertyline. The scheme includes coverage in tradit-
ional sectors of agric ulture, small animal husbandry, 
dairying, fisheries, handlooms, handicrafts, cottage and 
village industries and sericulture where women are employed on 
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large scale. The focus is mainly on marginalised and 
assetless labourers, female-heatJcd households and other 
dispossessed groups. Since the inception of the programme, 
2.20 lakh women have been benefited under this programme. 
Training-cura-Employment-cum-Production Centres, 
which are commonly known as NORAD assisted training 
programmes for women extend financial assistance to public 
sector undertakings/corporations/autonomous bodies/ 
voluntary organisations to train women in non-traditional 
trades and provide employment on a sustainable basis. 
Priority is given for training in modern and upcoming 
trades like electronics, electricals, watch assembly and 
manufacturing, computer prograamming, printing and 
binding, handlooms, garments making, weaving, spinning, 
hotel management, fashion technology and beauty culture, 
tourism, bakeries/confectionery and office management etc. 
Since the inception of the programme in 1983, 52,500 women 
and girls have been benefitted. 
The scheme of condensed courses of education and 
vocational training for adult women started in 1958 is 
implemented by the Central Social Welfare Board. It aims 
to provide new vistas of employment through continuing 
education and vocational training for women and girls who 
are school drop-outs. During 1994-95, Rs 8.00 crore was 
spent to organise 1,215 courses. 
(Ent. No. 124-127) 
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROGT^MME 
Under this programme, the Central Social Welfare 
Board gives financial assistance to voluntary-
organisations for undertaking wide variety of income 
generating activities/providing opportunities for work and 
wages to needy women especially widows, destitutes and 
disabled. Small economic units, handlooms and handicrafts 
units, dairy units and other animal husbandry programmes 
like piggery, goat rearing, sheep breeding, poultry units 
and also self-employment units are set up under this 
programme. A new thrust has been given, identifying new 
sector of income-generating projects. In this regard, a 
good response has been received from Kerala and Tamil Nadu 
for setting up different types of fishery units. During 
1994-95, a plan provision of Rs 5.50 crore was spent. 
RASHTRIYA MAHILA KOSH 
The national credit fund for women called the 
Rashtriya Mahila Kosh was set up in 1997-9? with a corpus 
fund of Rs 31 crore with a major objective of meeting the 
credit needs of the poor women particularly in the 
informal sector. It was set up as a society under the 
Societies Registration Act, 1860 and is being managed by a 
governing board. The Minister of State for Women and Child 
Development is the Chairperson of the Kosh. The Kosh has 
evolved and finalised its lending policy and has 
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disseminated credits to over 250 non-governmental 
organisations in the various parts of the country. 
Fourteen projects have been supported with a total credit 
of Rs 9.59 crore in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. This would 
benefit 62,322 poor women. 
MAHILA SAMRIDDHI YOJANA 
Mahila Samriddhi Yojana (MSY) launched on 2 
October 1993 through the network of 1.32 lakh rural post 
offices has become a very popular scheme among rural 
women. The scheme aims at promoting self-reliance and a 
measure of economic independence among rural women by 
encouraging among them the habit of thrift. The Department 
of Women and Child Development is a nodal Department for 
the scheme. Under the MSY, every adult woman is encouraged 
to have an account of her own in the post noffice into 
which she may deposit whatever amount she can save. For an 
amount upto Rs 300 with a lock-in-eriod of one year 
Government contributes 25 percent as incentive. Upto April 
1995, 88.15 lakh acconts with an amount of Rs 88.52 crore 
have been opened which include 10.44 accounts with a 
deposit of Rs 7.54 crore exclusively in the tribal areas. 
Non-governmental organisations are also being involved for 
widening the coverage under tVy^  ^ theme. • ^^ 
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EDUCATION WORK FOR PREVENTION OF ATROCITIES AGAINST WOMEN 
The programme on Education Work for Prevention of 
Atrocities against Women started in 1982, extends 
financial assistance to research and academic institutions 
like universities, colleges, women's study centres and 
institutions of higher learning etc., and voluntary 
organisations working for the social upliftment and 
betterment of women for various items of education work, 
propaganda, publicity and research studies on particular 
aspects of violence/atrocities against women; awards for 
best films, short stories poems and other creative efforts 
etc. The focus is on those women who are subjected to 
deprivation, brutality, extortion and exploitation. 
HOSTELS FOR WORKING WOMEN 
This scheme seeks to provide cheap and safe 
accommodation to working women belonging to low income 
group who migrate to cities for employment. In some 
hostels, day care centres for children of these women are 
also attached. An outlay of Rs 7.75 crore was kept for 
1994-95 and 53 additional hostels were sanctioned to 
provide accommodation to 4,592 working women with day care 
facilities for 265 children in 10 hostels. This brought 
the total number of hostels to 740 for 49,507 women with 
day care facilities for 6,852 children in 264 hostels 
since the inception of the scheme in 1972-73. 
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SHORT STAY HOMES FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS 
The Department of Women and Child Development also 
gives grant-in-aid to voluntary organisations/institutes 
to assist/run short stay homes for women and girls. The 
scheme started in 1969 extends temporary shelter and 
rehabilitation to those women and girls who are in social 
and moral danger due to family problems, mental strain, 
social ostracism, exploitation or other causes. Each home 
at a time accommodates 20-30 inmates. At present, there 
are 294 short stay homes sanctioned in different parts of 
the country. 
WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
The scheme for setting up of Women's Development 
Corporations in the states was formulated in 1986-87. 
These corporations are expected to play catalytic role in 
identifying women entrepreneurs; provide technical 
consultancy services; facilities availability of credits; 
promote marketing of products, promote and strengthen 
women's cooeratives . arrange training facilities etc. So 
far, such corporations were set upn in the states of 
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Jammu & Kashmir, Karftataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Orissa, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal and in the Union Territory of 
Chandigarh. As per the decision of the National 
Development Council, the scheme was transferred to the 
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state sector during 1992-93. 
AWARENESS GENERATION PROJECTS FOR RURAL AND POOR WOMEN 
This programme is implemented by the Central 
Social Welfare Board through voluntary organisations. 
Under it, awareness generation camps are condcuted for the 
rural and poor inception of the programme, over 4000 
projects have been sanctioned benefitting about one lakh 
women. The Scheme of Awareness Generation Projects, meant 
for rural and poor women was introduced in 1987-88. It 
aims at identifying the needs of rural and poor women and 
generating awareness among them of their status in the 
family and society and to activate them to work for 
achieving their rights and to deal with the social issues 
like community health and hygiene, technology and 
environment etc. It provides a platform for the rural and 
poor women to come together, exchange their views and 
ideas and in the process develop an understanding of their 
problems and also ways to tackle them. The scheme also 
seeks to impart awareness of socio-economic conditions of 
the local areas in relation to status of women, impart 
knowledge on technical information on the subjects ranging 
from relevant laws to health and hygiene and on strategies 
to organise women towards development and against 
injustice. During 1994-95, a sum of rupees two crore has 




The Women's Development Division of National 
Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development, New 
Delhi organises training programmes with a focus on gender 
issues. During 1994-95, these training programmes were 
organised at national, regional and state levels. The 
participants of these programmes included government 
officials, representatives of voluntary agencies, academic 
and technical institutions. 
Under legal literacy, seven para-legal training 
programmes were organised to sensitise the participants 
about the constitutional, political and legal provisions 
relating to rights of women: legal structure and 
procedures; existing support schemes of government and 
non-governmental agencies and to conscientise them about 
the scope of rights, their potential to act as pressure 
groups. These programmes were organised in West Bengal, 
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh. Six training programmes were 
organised for women elected representatives of Panchayats 
in Orissa, Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh. These training 
programmes were to sensitise the participants on gender 
issues, to build confidence and leadership qualities among 
elected women members, to enable them to understand 
structure, function and responsibilities of panchayats. 
(Ent. No. 58-68) 
82 
LEGISLATION 
Government have introduced some special 
legislation for the protection of interest of women. These 
include Eanal Remuneration Act, Commission of Sati 
(Prevention) Act, Criminal Laws and Indian Evidence Act, 
Maternity Benefit Act, Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 
Dowry Prohibition Act, etc. A landmark legislation on the 
Pre-natal diagnostic technique to (Regulation and 
Prevention of misuse) Act was passed in April 1994. A 
detailed review of the Acts, namely the Immoral Traffic 
(Prevention) Act, 1956 (as amended upto 1986), Dowry-
Prohibition Act 1961 (as amended upto 1986), Indecent 
Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986 and the 
Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987 has been 
undertaken. 
NATIONAL PLANS OF ACTION FOR CHILDREN AND THE GIRL CHILD 
The two national plans of action, adopted in 1992 
have gained momentum in influencing both governmental and 
non-governmental organisations to achieve the goals set in 
the World Declaration on the 'Survival, Protection and 
Development' of children. Implementation of these two 
Plans of Action is pursued vigorously. 
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN 
The National Commission for Women (NCW) set up in 
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1992, is engaged in safeguarding the rights of women 
besides reviewing existing legislations for possible 
amendments or even proposing the enactment of new 
legislations to protect the interest of women. Public 
hearing on complaints and grievances of aggrieved women 
has been a special activity of the Commission 1994-95. 
NATIONAL NUTRITION POLICY 
The National Nutrition Policy (NNP) was adopted by 
the Government in 1993. This policy aims to articulate 
nutrition considerations in all major long term policy 
spheres of the Government. It envisages a set of various 
direct nutrition interventions for special vulnerable 
groups and indirect policy instruments involving long-term 
institutional and structural changes. A National Nutrition 
Council to watch the progress of implementation and give 
suitable guidance and directions under the Chairmanship of 
the Prime Minister has been set up in the Planning 
Commission. An Inter-Ministerial Coordination Committee 
has also been set up. A National Plan of Action on 
Nutrition has also been formulated by a Working Group set 
up under the Chairpersonship of Joint Secretary (Nutrition 
and Child Development). As a follow-up of the Nation 
Nutrition Policy, a National Surveillance System is also 
being developed. District Diet and Nutrition profiles are 
being prepared for identifying area-specific deficiencies/ 
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problems and to work out strategies to combat them. 
Sectoral action plans setting sectoral goals to be 
achieved have also been proposed. 
(Ent. No. 104-105) 
INFORMATION AND MASS EDUCATION 
Public awareness about social problems and 
consequent efforts to bring the desired behavioural 
changes are envisaged to be achieved through the use of 
mass-media including electronic, print and traditional 
media and outdoor publicity, utilising the outlets of 
Information and Broadcasting Ministry which include AIR, 
Doordarshan, Field Publicity, DAVP, Song and Drama 
Division, etc. Voluntary organisations and related 
institutions are also involved in creating public 
awareness about social evils and public perception towards 
child care, health, nutrition as well as women's 
development. Documentary filsm, TV coverage with a focus 
on the girl child, women's issues and social problems like 
dowry, etc., are also being made to sensitize the public 
and project positive image of the girl child. 
(Ent. No. 90-91) 
PENSIONS AND PENSIONERS' WELFARE 
Department of Pensions and Pensioners Welfare is 
the nodal agency for policy on pension matters, redressal 
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of grievances relating to retirement benefits and for 
initiating welfare measures for pensioners. The Department 
makes suitable amendments in the Central Civil Services 
(Pension) Rules, 1972 as and when required and also in 
the procedure for sanction and disbursement of pension for 
the convenience of pensioners. 
During 1994-95, the Department has taken following 
initiatives for the welfare of the pensioners: (i) Orders 
have been issued on 9 February 1995 streamlining the 
procedure for sanction of family pension in the case of 
family members of Government employees, who retired/died 
before 31 December 1963 or who opted out of 1964 scheme. 
It has been provided that the departmental authorities 
should normally accept the affidavit field by the eligible 
members of the family of the deceased Government servant 
in good faith and consider issue of orders for provisional 
family pension at the minimum rate pending inquiry or any 
other steps which the Department may think appropriate to 
verify the correctness of affidavit. In case where 
official documents are not available on account of passage 
of time, a sympathetic and humane attitude may be adopted 
and the benefit of doubt should normally be given to the 
applicant who is in most cases an old widow or children 
suffering from mental disorders/disability or physically 
crippled; (ii) The existing terms and conditions of 
absorption of permanent Government servants who have 
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rendered not less than 10 years qualifying service prior 
to their option have been reviewed and orders have been 
issued to withdraw the existing facility of 100 percent 
commutation of pension and allow only pro-rata monthly 
pension (iii) Orders have been issued in compliance with 
the Susprerae Court's judgement in Shri P.S. Thiruvengadam 
case that the pro-rata retirement benefits would be 
extended to all Government employees who were absorbed in 
the central public undertakings prior to 1967 on the same 
terms and conditions as laid down in the Ministry of 
Finance, Department of Expeneidutre O.M. No. 24(12)-EV/66 
dated 16 June 1967; (iv) The procedure for transfer of 
pension payment from one branch of the same public sector 
bank has now been simplified by Central Pension Accounting 
Office. The concerned public sector bank can now make the 
transfer directly under intimation to Central Pension 
Accounting Office; and (v) Instructions for timely payment 
of pension and other retirement benefits have been 
reiterated in May 1994 and August 1994 making Heads of 
Offices responsible for delays. Orders have also been 
issued that in case of delayed payments of gratuity the 
rate of interest will be the same as applicable to GPF 




Women as a class is half the mankind and it is 
difficult for any state to carryout its programme of 
modernization successfully if half of its population 
remains steeped in traditions. But as a rule women have 
mostly been confined to their homes and are supposed to be 
the preservers of culture, specially in the Indian 
society. The period from the Muslims invasion of India in 
the tenth century to the establsihemtn of British rule in 
the second half of the eighteenth century witnessed in 
general a steady deterioration in the position of women in 
India. Several practices imposing injustice, hardship and 
crueltyupon women, crept into Indian society during that 
period and continued until the recent post. Chief among 
these customary practices have been, early marriage, 
purdah zenana (veiling of the women and the setting asie a 
part of the house as a special residential apartment for 
them), Suttee, Dowry, Devadasis and Widow system. Status, 
Education, etc. 
The weakness of Indian women hood during the 
period (from the tenth to the middle of the eighteenth 
century) arose from the fact that there was no central 
direction to social thinking and there was no machinery 
like oranized public opinion for giving effect to 
essential reforms. Social customs, therefore undoubtedly 
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tended to stagnate - a factor accelerated by the breakdown 
of settled government with the decline of Mughal power. 
With the coming of British rule (1757), the political 
consolidation of India loomed large as a reality. The 
impact of British rule was felt in various areas. British 
rule began to act as a catalytic agent in custom bound 
Indian society and old values and traditions began to be 
questioned by the intellectual elite of the land. No area 
of Indian culture was deemed immune from the lest of 
critical examination by the new product of Indo-British 
interaction and education. Consequently, the reform and 
social work activities of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries were directed not only to the area of religious 
practices (like untouchability, Sutte, Devadasis) but 
also to the area of other customary practices that had 
been allowed by tradition. The cause of Indian womenhood 
was taken up by a number of reformers who toiled hard to 
purge Hindu society of its many unwholesome social 
practices. This general reform movement aimed for over a 
hundred years, chiefly at the removal of certain religious 
and socil abuses. The various reform movements that grew 
up in different parts of India addressed themselves, on 
the one hand to rectifying the wrong done to women through 
the ages such as early marriage and the stigma of 
widowhood and on the other hand they addressed themselves 
to constructive efforts calculated to uplift the women, 
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such as establishing the schools for girls. It is evident 
that the reform movement on behalf of Indian womanhood was 
not confined to any one section or province of the country 
but was being carried on all over India north, south, east 
and west. Associations were formed all over India to 
promote education in general and women's education in 
particular. The impact of western education brought to 
Indian women slowly but putently a new conception of 
themselves and a new concern about the conditions that 
surround them. 
Now a days the role of women goes much beyond the 
home and bringing up of children. They now have to adopt a 
career of their own and share of equally with men the 
responsibility for the development of society in all the 
aspects. In the progressive society of tomorrow, life 
should be a joint venture for men and women. Men should 
share the responsibility of parenthood and home making 
with women and women in their turn should share the social 
and economic responsibility of men. Various voluntary 
organizations crated for the purpose of dealing with 
immediate as well as long range problems like Suttee, 
Devadasis, Widiwhood, Dowry, Education, Equality, Status 
etc. Problem of Devadasis, Suttee and widowhood. Education, 
are removed by working of these organisations and problem 
of dowry still persist. Problem of equality, status are 
also slightly removed by the society and government. 
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By the turn of the century it is hoped that the 
problem of dowry should be removed completely. Women 
should get educated. Apart from sharing the 
responsibilities of men, a modern society envisages an 
independent role also for women. They are to be the beings 
who would contribute in whole to the economic, social and 
political development of the country. India like other 
developing countries is passing through a crucial period 
of transition from old social order to new modes of life. 
While we are engaged in the last of transforming ourselves 
from a traditional, hierarchial, poverty striken society 
to a modern egalitarian and affluent society, we have to 
change women's personality structure too. Without the 
behavioural change in the individual it is difficult to 
conceive a change in the social order. By 21 century all 
problems related to women are expected to be removed and 
women get equal status, education, equal job opportunities 
etc. 
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1. BAGCHI (Kathakali). Position of women in India. Nation 
and the World. 3, 97; 1995, October, 16; 16-7. 
One of the greatest ironies faced by women in 
India is that they are worshipped and reversed as in-
carnations of Lakshmi, Goddess of wealth, provider of 
the basic necessities, Saraswati the goddess of all 
learning and wisdom, Kali-Durga, the protection from 
all evil. On the other hand, we have Manu the Hindu law 
giver who says that women are a necessary evil. The 
breakdown of matriarchal system in Kerala and in north-
eastern states is but one example of the effects of 
spreading of the Sanskrit-Brahminic culture. One of 
major criteria for belonging to this great tradition is 
literary education. Therefore,it is obvious that women 
were definitely excluded from it, for since 200 AD 
(approximate date of Manusmriti) women were denied 
literacy education and by beginning of 19th century 
more than 99% women in India were illeterated,could not 
even read or write. So women of all castes, including 
Sanskritised classes, actually belonged to 'little 
tradition' whose literary productions were songs, 
leger>d^  stories, proverbs and even jokes which were in 
vernacular. World of women was similar to lowest 
classes, confined with in Lakshmanrekha (limit) drawn 
by the high caste men. 
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2. DESYLVA (Annabelle Ferro) and CHUNDER (Rina). Women on 
top. Femina. 35, 6; 1994, March, 23; 7-24. 
Women executive in India is increasingly 
finding herself near top of corporate ladder and 
hitting hights in management like never before. In 
market place where competition is out in open and men 
are holding on positions that women now feel worthy of 
coveting and claiming. Women have yet to prove. They 
are management material that they are stuff managers 
are made of. Now we see more women behind computers, 
more women in aviation, more women in executive 
positions in all fields that rely on information 
technology and their numbers are growing day by day. 
Women today have ventured out to take responsibilities 
of being both a wife-mother and a career^ist, have to 
learn how to cope with a great deal of physical and 
emotional stress that these dual responsibilsities 
bring about. The emotional stress is partly due to 
cultural in grainmat and childhood conditioning about 
the tasks, roles and functions of female gender. 
3. HARRIS(Nigel). Will women become redundants as 'women'? 
Femind-. 34, 18; 1993, September, 23; 113-4. 
In spite of latest gadgets to relieve pressure 
of domestic work. Indian women have not become 
redund'ant as women thanks to the traditional approach 
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of Indian society. Women though bread winners have 
still to manage home and hearth too. At the same time" 
traditional social structure offers great help to them 
in child care in the next half century with more job 
opportunities available to women in India. They will be 
able to make a significant contribution to economic 
growth of country. Similarly cooking and preparation 
for days, all gone the modern kitchen is like an 
aircraft cabin. This means major inputs into house hold 
management have partly became redundant. There are more 
work opportunities for women making women redundant as 
'women'. 
^' KHAWAJA (Kaleem). Put women in parliament not in 
Tandoor. University Today. 3, 100; 1995, December, 1; 
44-5. 
As education has spread and middle class 
expanded and its buying power grown, one hop^ that more 
men would get emancipated and give respect to women. 
Physical violence is often lot of women who objects to 
such treatment. In their place of employment, deserving 
women have great difficulty being accepted in 
managerial positions. Similarly in the civic and 
political arena, capable women face enormous 
difficulties in being accepted in leadership roles. As 
India marches and becomes a modern nation, it is 
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incumbent on people in power structure that they 
encourage women to reach their full potential in their 
chosen field of education and improve social system to 
eliminate harassment and suppression of women. 
5. MEHTA (Anjali). Designing diffusion strategy for the 
Indian women's movement: A need for management 
thinking. Radical Humanist. 60, 5; 1996, August; 25-8. 
Issues faced by Indian women are many and 
include violence, poverty, work, unemployment, 
property, health, dowry deaths, illiteracy, lav7« 
biased against women rape, lack of access to common 
property etc. Discussions on women's demand produced 
before prime minister of India in 1995 submitted by 
National Committee of Women. This memorandum was 
prepared to demand government's commitment on critical 
women's issues before and after the Beijing-
conference held in 1995. It is comprehensive list of 
problem faced by Indian women. In case of education 70% 
girls do not go to schools. Government must ensure fair 
minimum wages and employment guarantee scheme must be 
legislated and implemented in all states. Women are 
severely under represented in all policy making for a. 
across the country. 
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-,-, AIDS 
6. KURIAKOSE (Sajan). AIDS and the Indian. Illustrated 
Weekly of India. 112, 9; 1992, February 29 - March 6; 
12-7. 
AIDS prevention and control in India suffer at 
the hands of a national failing, a reluctance to raise 
any issue even remolety connected with sex. Coupled 
with governmental inefficiency and widespread 
ignorance, this can only porlened a steep and 
continuous rise in the AIDS toll. Bombay has about 
100,000 prostitutes of these 32 percent are HIV 
positive - WHO has predicted that by 1995 one out of 
three pregnant v?omen in Bombay will be HIV positive. 
Fight against AIDS virus in India is taking place on 
this point. There are non-goverm]|iental organisations 
(NGOS) and government organisations. In an ideal world 
one would expect these two bodies to cooperate with 
each other in order to better curtail the spread of 
AIDS. 
-,-, CORRUPTION 
7. GOURI (KR). A ten letter word called 'corruption. Link. 
30, 19; 1987, December, 13; 25-6. 
Women in Korea have taken up fight against 
social maladies like corruption, dowry and terrorism. 
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Women's organisations, in a seminar against dowry 
system and other social evils against women in 
Trivandrum recently received encouraging support from 
the people. Cleaning public life of corruption elements 
and corruptive influences has never been felt more 
urgently than now. Despite laws, malady has not now 
become c?>ncer©iss. There is not a single sphere of life, 
which has been left untainted by corruption. Corruption 
charges are frequently raised even against persons 
placed in high political offices. Sometimes enquiry 
commissions are also appointed. But these numerous 
commission reports have failed to prove corruption 
charges. Of course large due to political manoeuvring 
and difficulty in procuring evidence. Dowry and other 
social evils can be fought through social reform 
movements, initiated through political parties and 
social organisations. 
-,-, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES 
8. MISHA (Indira). Rashtriya Mahilakosh: Towards a sense 
of participation. Yojana. 38, 16; 1994, September, 15; 
27. 
Women empowerment assumes tremendous 
significance in the context of the emerging interface 
of growth, human resource development, resource use and 
economic self-reliance. The non-availability of 
99 
streamlined credit has been one of the major obstacle 
in empowering women. Government established the 
Rashtriya Mahilakosh (National Credit Fund for Women) 
in March 1993 to promote credit as an instrument of 
socio-economic change. Education of credit management 
is being integrated with the provision of credit for 
the optimum utilisation of credit. Leadership training 
for women groups is also provided for purposes of self-
management of '-?edit. Apart from the institutional 
support self help groups also provide the crucial 
component in determining the effectiveness of the 
programme. 
9. CONFERENCE ON THE non-aligned and their developing 
countries (N, Delhi) (1985). Report . India hosts meet 
of the non aligned and other developing countries on 
the role of women in development. Yojana. 32, 2; 1985, 
May, 3; 30. 
A conference of the non-aligned and other 
developing countries on the role of women in 
development was held at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi from 8 
to 11th April, 1985. The New Delhi Conference was held 
in pursuance of the recommendations of the 7th Summit 
of the non-aligned countries held in New Delhi in March 
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1983 when it was suggested that the non-algiend and 
other developing countries should hold a meeting prior 
to the 1985 International World Conference on Women to 
be held in Nairobi in July 1985. The International 
Decade for Women heralded in 1976 was followed by two 
World Conferences on Women held in Mexico in 1975 and 
Compenhagen in 1980. The Nairobi Conference in 1985 
will round off the International Women's Decade. T:he 
theme of the Decade of Women are Equality, Development 
and Peace. In addition the Decade has three sub themes. 
Employment, Health and Education. The NAM Conference 
held in New Delhi revised and appraised the 
achievements of the Decade, identified the problem 
areas and obstacles in designing new approaches and 
forward looking strategies upto the year 2000. India 
has already made rapid progress in several areas of 
women's development, legal, political, social, economic 
and cultural. In field of education female literacy has 
gone upto 18.6% in 1971 to 24.78% in 1981. Ministry of 
Social Welfare has now been redesigned as Ministry of 
Social and Women's Welfare and wil*i coordinate the 
activities of various Ministries in the field of 
women's employment like rural development, labour, 
unemployment, health, education etc. 
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10. NATIONAL RESOURCE Centre for women. Yojana. 38, 18; 
1994, October, 15; 6. 
Government has finalised a proposal to set up a 
National Resource Centre for Women. It will act as an 
apex body for focussing on women's issues and gender 
perspectives, highlights efforts of gender sensations 
and provide training, information dissemination and net 
working institutions. A series of policy initiatives 
have been taken for the empowerment of women. The 
national perspective plan for women has been prepared 
for guiding women's development process till the turn 
of the century. The action plan for the SAARC decade of 
the girl child (1991 - 2000) has been formulated for 
ensuring survival protection and development. The 73rd 
and the 74th constitutional amendments marked a major 
step for advancing the women's cause in the country 
with provisions for one third seats for women in local 
bodies. A legal literacy manual for women has been 
brought out to cre^ t-e awareness among the semivl i/iterate 
and the neo literate women about the existing laws. 
11. R SIRUR (Rajan). Women development requires a radical 
approach. Indian Journal of Adult Education. 54, 2; 
1993, April-June; 9-14. 
Education for women has gradually gained 
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increased recognition from the time our country has won 
her freedom literacy campaigns have indeed raised 
women's hopes and desires to achieve freedom from 
ignorance and economic dependence particularly when 
these are oriented towards socio-economic development. 
Large group of women in different parts of country are 
making significant moves to struggle for empowerment, 
these are however, sporadic and in consequential for 
those affect only a marginal section of women. Lowest 
female literacy in India are recorded the Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh ranging between 15 
to 19. In India IRDP and DWCRA (Development of Women 
and Children in Rural Areas), TRYSEM (Training for 
Rural Youth for Self Employment), JRY (Jawahar Rozgar 
Yojana) etc. are some women's development programmes. 
Status of women is indeed characterised by level of 
education. 
-,-,- SEMINAR 
12. WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT (Seminar on) (Alagappa) (1989i^ . 
University News. 27, 23; 1989, June 5; 31. 
Centre for Women's Studies and Rural Technology 
of the Alagappa University organised a seminar on 
"Women and Development" on 27th April 1989. Presiding 
over the seminar Dr. Radha Thiagaragan,Vice Chancellor 
of the University said that in the name of laws various 
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dharmas, culture and traditions, Indian women are 
prevented from developing themselves. Justice V.R. 
Krishna Iyer who inaugurated the seminar said that 
equality to women was accepted only in theory. Justice 
Iyer said that literacy should be encouraged among 
women, so that they gained knowledge, became aware of 
their rights and began wielding power to better their 
lot. Dr. N. Kanlaamma, Dean of the Faculty of Rural 
Oriented Science of the Gandhigram Rural Institute, 
opined that the present educational system was not 
conducive to the development of women studies. Low pay, 
low standards, and poorly haired teachers made non-
formal education mostly and failure. Various lectures 
givej^ by various persons which emphasises women 
development and education. 
13. WOMEN Am DEVELOPMENTS (Seminar) (^New Delhi) (1996) 
Social Welfare. 23, 1; 1986, April, 2-7; 11. 
Mrs. Margaret Alva, Union Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs, sports and Women's Welfare, while 
organised by the Central Social Welfare Board at Vigyan 
Bhavan, New Delhi to concide with the interrelation at 
Women's Day on 8th Mafch 1986. Referred to the glaring 
disparities in the status of urban and rural women and 
that of tribal and non-tribal women, also referring the 
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role of technology in the daily life of women. MS Elas 
Bhatt of the SEWA movement, who said that most of women 
workers were illiterate and ill trained in the content 
of the vast changes taking place in the modern society 
with emergence of science and technology. The poor 
accessibility of women to science and technology has 
virtually widened the gap between men and women, with 
the latter being pushed to the level of a subsistence 
were 
economy. Lectures _ygiven by various women on the 
development of women. The main address in the session 
on women and the law given by Malotika Sarkar leading 
activist, Delhi. She felt that all the laws concerning 
women should be made known to them through legal 
literacy and other mass education programmes. 
-,-, DIVORCE 
14. GANGADHAR (V). An indecent obsession. Sunday. 21, 21; 
1994, May, 22-28; 72. 
Triple talaq was the most important issue among 
muslim women. Any number of married women belonging to 
other communities to oget thrown out of their homes. 
They are ill treated by their husbands and laws and 
even put to death because of sheer greed and 
intolerance. Dowry deaths among Hindu women have 
reached alarming proportions. No one denies that triple 
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talaq is unjust. It is a social evil which should be 
remedied if not eliminated. But even muslim women 
contend that it is practical by a very small minority 
of the community, illiterate and poor. Poor muslim girl 
marry a moderately rich Arab, thousands of child 
marriages are performed in presence of politicalleaders 
in many states. In these cases it is practised. 
-,-,-, MUSLIMS 
15. HASAN (Hutifia) . Triple talaq: An Indian anomaly. Links. 
36, 38; 1994, May, 1; 4-6. 
Pronouncement of talaq (divorce) twice in one 
Sitting is an obnoxious practice which is largely 
confined to India. Indeed barring India, no muslim 
country puts any weight on it, and with good reason. It 
is barbaric and loaded heavily in favour of man who can 
give this traditional sanction get rid of his wife in a 
fit of pigue or ill honour merely by uttering talaq 
thrice at one sitting. All India Muslim Women's 
Association (AIMWA) and its chairperson H.M. Subhani 
have also stressed the need to abolish the obnoxious 
practice oftriple talaq from India. Islam is a religion 
of equality and justice. Islamic declaration of human 
rights is also against triple talaq and all such 
obnoxious acts which not in accordance with the Quranic 
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techniques and ethics. Islamic declaration states 
"woman is equal to man and equal to him in human 
dignity, financial independence. It is muslim women and 
men initiate their own reform movement both to retain 
the inner meaning of their religion and prevent outside 
interfearance in their religious affairs. The 
reprehensible practice of triple talaq is mostly 
prevalent among Indian Muslims. Unsanctioned though it 
is by true Islam, this horried practice is heavily 
biased against women. 
-,-, DOMESTIC SERVANTS 
16. THAKUR (Punam) and CHANDRAN (Gayatri). Changing face 
of the domestic servant. Sunday. 21, 14; 1994, April, 
3-9; 44-55. 
Discussions on working domestic women servants 
were a dime a dozen and could be hired and fired at a 
moments notice. Today it's potential hired help who 
grills the employer on job details and in centuries. 
And if the deal does not suit him or her, they just 
move on to the next in line. That is how it literally 
works at Delhi's Indian Social Institute (ISI). Money 
earned by most is now being spent in improving life 
styles. A television set with a cable connection is a 
must in every jhuggi, which otherwise has space for 
only two people. Janwadi Mahila Samiti is planning to 
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start a union for part time domestic workers in the 
Alakhnanda area of Delhi. Phulkaria, herself a domestic 
help is the coordinator of the Delhi Domestic Working 
Women's Forum. She interviews prospective employers, 
matches their needs with those of employees and ensures 
that maids get a good deal. Delhi's Religious of Many 
Immaculate has been acting as an employment agency for 
past 15 years. It also offers classes in typing and 
English conversation so that place can be used as 
stepping stone. As time passes Domestic work force is 
going to be organisefi as any other sector. 
17. ALAGH (Yoginder K). Women's world: Women and 
development. Mainstream. 27, 44; 1989, July, 29; 11-3, 
28. 
Households, and women in them are at the 
cutting edge of economic and social activity at the 
local level and an understanding of their status, 
activity, levels, community interaction and social 
economic organisation is a precondition to a more 
conducive and participatory pattern of community and 
social organisation. 1981 census indicate the women 
literacy rate at around half the male counterpart. 
Female literacy was 16% in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh states. Employment of women 
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in different sectors have argued that they have been 
pushed into lower wages and poor economic prospects. 
However, ultimately, the emancipation of women would 
largely depend on the changes in our social attitudes 
and prejudices and value systems. 
18. CHOWDHURY (Neerja). Millions doomed to illiteracy. 
Statesman. 176, 3477; 1985, October, 28; 5. 
According to world bank report, 54% of the 
world's illiterates in age group of 15-59 would be in 
India by the year 2000. The literacy rate of girls has 
increased from an abysmal 8% in 1951 to almost 25% in 
schools, only 53% of girls in the age group 6-14 are 
enrolled in class 1 to 8, while the equivalent figure 
for boys of this age group is 84%. There are nine 
states which were declared "specially backward" in 
girls education two years ago by the Ministry of 
Education - West Bengal, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Assam and 
Jammu and Kashmir. In most these states the female 
literacy rate is lower than 25%. The Education Ministry 
has accepted most of the recommendations made by the 
committee on the status of women in India. 
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19. GOOD EDUCATIONAL system need of the hour. National 
Herald. 23, 180; 1996, September, 9; 1. 
In complete culture and system of education in 
our great country India helps in pushing character of a 
person from darkness towards rising sun rays of 21st 
century. Inspite of being an important satellitetown at 
junction of three states, Punjab, Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh - Ambala was totally ignored by state 
government during the past 10 years and every member of 
Vidhan Sabha failed to arrange any development work in 
district. Women should be provided respect and honour 
in state. They should be educated and provided equal 
status. 
20. MOONIS RAZA. Education crisis: Colonial Legacies 
Persist. Statesman. 126, 3461; 1985, October, 9; 6. 
Higher education in colonial India was 
concentrated in and around its gateway port cities. 
Much of higher education's present ailments are 
unfortunate legacies of colonialism, low enrolment 
emphasis on Arts subjects and undergraduate education 
and form action of enclaves in the coastal 
presidencies. Some features of this system have changed 
since independence, in terms of quantity for instance 
there has been a giant leap. EnrolTnent statistics for 
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the year since independence he shows that Arts and 
Commerce continue to attract the bulk of students while 
science have not recorded high growth rate. Female 
enrolment is concentrated in the Arts faculty, though 
its share has gone down from 64.4% in 1971-72 to 55.7% 
in 1981-82. The deprivation of women in the field of 
education is particularly significant because it 
underlines all other attributes deprivation. 
21. MURIEL WASI. Educating women in India end and means. 
Education Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, January; 1-4. 
Approximately half of our population of 685 
millions is women and girls,need to go about business 
of women and girl'seducation, with determination and 
effectiveness is self explanatory. To educate women is 
an essential part of national development and we 
educate women for good life in India. Alongside formal 
schooling for these girls every- means of non-formal 
education has to be employed,Kothari Committee on Adult 
Education submitted its report in 1980, pointed out 
that after 35 years of independence, literacy rate for 
country is still only 35%. If women are particularly 
backward subgroup, their level of literacy being 
somewhat lower than national percentage would still 
below 60% A literate women ensures a literate family, 
I l l 
another anxious to have her daughter made and kept 
l i t e r a t e . A man made l i t e r a t e ensures only h i s own 
l i t e r a c y . Some income g e n e r a t r i n g p r o j e c t s a re SEWA 
(Self Employed Women's Associat ion") . 
22. PAUL (MC). Colonial ism and women's educat ion in Ind i a . 
Soc ia l Change. 19, 2; 1989, June; 3-17. 
Progress and development of women's educat ion 
dur ing the B r i t i s h r u l e was very nominal in comparison 
to the educat ion for males . C o l o n i a l i s t s did not take 
much i n i t i a t i v e and i n t e r e s t in the development of 
women's educat ion in I n d i a . The o v e r a l l p i c t u r e of 
women's educat ion in India shows t h a t enrolment as wel l 
as the number of women's i n s t i t u t i o n s increased 
h a l t i n g l y a t a l l l e v e l s . When the c o l o n i a l r u l e l e f t 
Ind ia 1947 modern educat ion for women was almost 25 
years o l d . The percentage of l i t e r a c y for women was 
was only 6Z as against 22.6% for men (Census of I n d i a . 
1941). The rural women were denied the opportunity of education as 
there was hardly any school system for women in rural areas. The 
inadequate and discriminatory allocation of funds for women's 
education hindered the expansion and promotion of women's education 
in India. 
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23. REDDY (G Ram). Women's education.University News. 27, 30; 
1989, July, 2-10; 10-2. 
Prof. Ram Reddy delivered the Convocation 
Address at the Fifth Annual Convocation of Amravati 
University. G. Ram Reddy, Vice Chancellor Indira Gandhi 
National Open University cited extensive statistics in 
support of progress of women's education in India since 
independence. Men and women have been benefitted by 
education, women still do not have equal educational 
opportunities. Total enrolment of girls is less than 
boys. T.he system has expanded enormously but the 
educational problems of women, particularly women from 
the lower strata of the society and the rural areas 
persist. Another problem is quite common in many 
families to hold the view that it is the boy who needs 
to be educated and not the girl. Poor economic 
conditions of the parents also come in the way of the 
education of the girls. There are women who have to 
remain in purdah and must not go out of the houses. 
Distance education has all the characteristics and the 
potential to help the helpless women. Specially 
designed texts and various forms of communication 
technology like tension, audio and video cassettes and 
computers can be pressed into service. The open 
universities do precisely this type of work. For poor 
women radio is cheap and convenient to carry. If 
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lessons are prepared properly radio can be an effective 
medium for education. Open universities in India help 
greatly for educating women. Open universities have the 
potential to convert the ideal of women's education 
into a reality. A series of legislations have been 
passed by the Central and State governments to counter 
the social prejudices and give them legal support,The 
work done by some organisations has been inspiring and 
encouraging. 
24. VENKATAIAH (N). Education for all by 2000 A.D. 
University News. 33, 18; 1995, May, 1; 5-8. 
Education for all by 2000 AD means that 
education to be brought within the reach of all people 
by 2000 AD by providing access to education to all 
children upto 14 years of age, women and men in the age 
group 15-35. These are the two major goals of education 
for all. It is implied that through literacy for all 
the goals of health for all and establisation of 
population could also be achieved. EFA is an emerging 
concern of developing countries. In Indian context it 
imply, reduction in illiteracy, creation of necessary 
structure for empowerment of women's equality, 
provision for development of skill to all persons. 
National Policy on Education 1992 envisaged the 
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launching of a National Mission for achieving the 
universalisation of elementary education. Adult 
literacy has been the basic preoccupation of the NIM 
since its inception. The country with all its resources 
financial, material and non-material is well on its way 
to achieving the goal of EFA possibly by the year 2000 
or around that time. 
-,-,-, ADULT LITERACY 
25. JAIN (GP). Easy way to adult literacy. Indian Express. 
63, 308; 1995, September, 8; 6. 
If it was not for National Literacy Mission 
fascination for mystique of IPCL approach (whatever 
improved pace and content of learning connotes). Hindi 
speaking states comprising more than half of country's 
illiterate adults could be rid of dreadful deficiency 
in less than 60 hours - an hour a day - by quick 
delivery and cost effective Cyan Samaj method with a 
single primer successfully tested in 25 villages of 
Muzaffarnagar district in Uttar Pradesh and on convieuts 
in Tihar Central Jail NLM is going beyond UNESCO's 
simple description of a literate person as "one who can 
with understanding both read and write a short simple 
statement on his every day life.' Many uneducated young 
man and women are without work in villages and urban 
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slums and may be persuaded to take up literacy work as 
a career on payment of adequate emoluments. 
-,-,-,--, MULTI MEDIA APPROACH, RURAL AREA 
26. BHANGOO (Satwant) and AMRIT KAUR. Experimental study of 
the raulti media approach in learning by adult rural 
women. Indian Journal of Adult Education. 56, 1; 1995, 
January-March; 46-57. 
It is essential that just as people are trained 
for other professions women too should be equipped with 
appropriate scientific knowledge and skills related to 
becoming housewife and a mother. Effective planning of 
any learning situations for rural adult women must take 
into account way in which information is going to be 
been 
presented. It has/reported that effectiveness of a 
teaching method can vary from audience to audience and 
each from practice to practice. For this reason it has 
been emphasised that research must be undertaken to 
devise not only suitable methods of communication but 
also to find out their suitable combinations. Multi 
media approach is very effective in gaining maximum 
knowledge. It is more suited to new difficult 
information rather relatively simpler information. 
Secondly, basis for combining methods should be such 
that each method relates to a different sense as use of 
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each sense contributes to gaining knowledge. Thirdly, 
all learning should be supplemented by written material 
in some form as it helps in self study and improves 
retention of knowledge gained. Multimedia approach 
needs to be resulted in light of such concepts as 
economics of educational technology as well as 
psychological and physiological limits in learning. 
-,-,-,-,-, TAMIL NADU 
27. CHOPRA (Rita). Effect of teaching modules on 
achievement scores of male and female adults. Indian 
Journal of Adult Education. 23, 3; 1992, July-
September; 41-9. 
Adult education in an instrument of develop-
ment and social change aiming at establishment of 
social order where everyone will have equality of 
opportunity. Female and male adults achieved similarly 
on different units of literacy but when matched on 
total scores that showed significant difference. 
Results show that adult learner had attained literacy, 
numeracy and social awareness after their exposure to 
modules. However, females and male adults should 
variation on different aspects of module. This has an 
implication for adult education functionaries to 
develop and use modules for adult teaching. Researches 
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need to lost effectivity of modules on different 
samples. 
-,-,-, ASSAM 
28. DAS (Lakshahira). Problems and priorities in the 
education of women in Assam. Education Quarterly. 34, 
1-4; 1982, January; 22-6. 
It is needless to emphasise very vital role of 
educated women in progress of mankind and bringing 
about desired social change. Women are no longer 
regarded as weaker sex. Struggle for full equality of 
women is in-extricably linked with struggle for peace, 
democracy, freedom and social justice. With 
emancipation of women and their maximum participation 
nation building activities in field of social, 
political, economic and cultural life of nation along 
with men, peace security, democracy, progress and 
social welfare are unthinkable. Commission on status of 
women in education and social welfare was held in 1975 
in Assam. An increasing number of women both educated 
and uneducated have found employment outside their 
homes problem of unemployment is also increasing day by 
day with growth of population. A decade had to be 
equally designated by UNO with main objective of 
promotion of equality between men and women, full 
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integration of women in national development and 
involvement of women in international understanding and 
world peace. 
-,-,-, BUDGET 
29.PATEL (Vibhuti). Women and structural adjustment in 
India. Social Scientist. 22, 3-4; 1994, March-April; 
16-33. 
In 1991-92 budget, educational funds got reduced by 
Rs 801.3 million. Cut in funds for mass literacy movement 
in which women participate enthusiastically is to tune 
of Rs 10 million, which amounts 5% reduction as compared 
to previous eyar. 14X cuts in government expenditure for 
primary education have forced many schools to approach 
private sources for funds. Privatisation of educational 
institutions promoted by SAP makes education an 
expensive proposition for poorer households. Who are as 
it is disinclined to let their girls to go to school 
instead of helping the domestic chores and or earning 
income. As per 1991 census 61% women in India are 
illiterate. As per 1991 census, work participation rate 
(WPR) of women in 23%. International agencies like 
UNICEF have sponsored nutritional support programmes. 
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-,-,-, CAREERS, MARRIAGE 
30. WOMEN AND careers. Careers and courses. 16, 7; 1984, 
July; 635-7. 
There is nothing new about- Conflict between 
marriage and a career in education of girls. Even at 
present time with more women combining two forms of 
life (in India small number of women work outsirip ^ome) ,^  
this conflict to some extent persist. Of course lower 
age of marriage is not the only factor. Behind it lies 
increased expectations of marriage among women in a 
society in which men in younger age groups out number 
women for first time this century. Both trends add to 
difficulties of staffing social services which 
traditionally depend largely on women and also raise 
basic question about education of girls. Women, who 
historically have had less than their share will have 
for greater opportunities in future and at new 
universities which will be founded as part of this 
expansion programme women students will find about half 
places. 
-,-,-, CHILD NUTRITION, URBAN AREA 
31. NIRMALAMMA (N) and REDDY (PR). Infant nutritional 
practices in an urban community. Social Change. 20, 3; 
1990, September; 92-7. 
Data presented shows that the status of infant 
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nutritional practices did not depend much on the socio-
economic status of the family. But-, mother's education 
to some extent was the facilitator for proper feeding 
practices. Nutritional status of infants depended not 
only on feeding but was closely related to 
environmental and hygienic aspects of the family. 
Though every mother paid much attention to her child 
lack of nutrition knowledge and education limited her 
ability to provide optimum care for infants, with 
available resources. Therefore^ it was of great 
importance to educate the mothers and the community in 
general, about inant nutrition and care. Efforts for 
nutrition and health education should be further 
strengthened by means of more effective and innovative 
communication methods, so as to equip mothers 
irrespective of their socio-economic conditions with 
knowledge and skill to look after the needs of the 
infants in particular and family in general. 
-,-,-, COMPUTERS 
32. DURNDELL (Alan). Gender and computing: Persisting 
differences. Educational Research. 37, 3; 1995, 
December; 219-26. 
Statisticallysignificant differences betwen sexes 
were found in a number of areas. In general girls 
reported less experience of using computers at college, 
121 
although there were no gender differences in use of 
computers for playing games, studying. Men were 
significantly more likely than women to own computers 
and also reported using computers more frequently 
outside college, although there were no significant 
gender differences in use of computers outside college 
for word processing. Study confirm persisting gender 
differences in computing. 
-,-,-, DEMOGRAPHIC OUTCOMES 
33. DREZE (Jean). Demographic outcomes, economic develop-
ment and women's agency. Economic and Political Weekly. 
31, 27; 1996, July, 6; 1739-42. 
Discusses on determination of fertility, child 
mortality and gender bias in child mortality in India 
using district level data from the 1981 census. 
Highlight the powerful effects of variables relating to 
women's agency (e.g. female literacy and female labour 
force participation) on mortality and fertility. Higher 
levels of female literacy and female labour force 
participation are associated with significant lower 
levels of female disadvantage in child survival. India 
is country of striking demographic diversity. Even 
broad comparison between different states within the 
country bring out enormous variations in basic 
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demographic indicators. At one end of scale, Kerala has 
demographic features that are more typical of middle 
income country than of a poor developing economy. 
-,-,-, DEVELOPMENT, KERALA 
54. SARADAMONI (K). Women, Kerala and some development 
issues. Economic and Political Weekly. 29, 9; 1994, 
February, 26; 501-09. 
The author's survey of socio-economic changes 
in Kerala, with the focus on the situation of women, 
family planning, literacy and falling infant mortality. 
The female literacy rate is often projected as the 
single important cause for the family planning. Success 
in Kerala. In other states also high literacy rate 
attained which effect family planning. Kerala occupies 
the pride of place in the literacy map of the country 
the number of girls try to acquire education by joining 
ITIS and institutions, computer courses. Kerala has 
higher age of marriage for women compares to other 
states of India. Kerala women have not done well in 
terms of political participation. Kerala has been 
experiencing a sharp decline in opportunities in the 
areas where women in large numbers were finding 
employment. Kerala has the essential ingredients, 
believed necessary for women's emuncipation, viz. 
literacy and education, freedom from inhibitions 
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against women's education and employment, right to own 
property including land or house and to have savings in 
own home, freedom to vote and also contest election. 
-,-,-,-, ORISSA 
PANDEY (Saroj). Women's education and development in 
Orissa: An analysis. Social Change. 22, 4; 1992, 
December; 27-33. 
Orissa is one of the educationally backward 
states of the country occupying the tenth place among 
them in order to rank. Female literacy is equally low. 
Though literacy among women has increased tremendously 
since independence, 70% women in the state are still 
illiterate. Apart from the dogmatic attitude of society 
towards women, lack of proper facilities for girls 
education, in adequate utilization of facilities, lack 
of working women's hostels, large number of SC/ST 
population seem to be major contributing factors for 
the low rate of women's literacy. Discusses the 
critical and comprehensive analysis of tbe growth and 
development of women's education in the state. Media 
can play a very important role in this direction. 
Literacy rate had increased in the state from 26.18% 
(1971) to 34.23% (1981)^ it still occupied the tenth 
place in order of its ranking. 
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-,-,-, DHAR^VT 
36. WOMEN ACHIEVE 70 percent literacy in Dharavi. Times of 
India. 158, 217; 1995, September, 11; 2. 
Women in Asia's largest slum settlement, 
Dharavi have stolen a march over their male 
counterparts by achieving nearly 70% literacy. A 
literacy programme launched in area, total of 160,000 
people had been made literate in Dharavi, of whom 68% 
were women and 32% men. With a view to strengthening 
functional aspects of literacy learning Vidyapeeth 
organises skill oriented programmes for literacy 
learners such as detergent soap making, agarbatti 
making, tailoring, knitting, embroidery, painting, doll 
making and electrical appliances repair. 400 women from 
Dharavi have successfully completed course of whom 60% 
were self employed or found employment higher wages. In 
recent survey it was found 8% of population was 
illiterate 14% had studied upto 5th standard, 54% upto 
the standard and 8% upto 12th standard. Only 6% 
graduates. 
-,-,-, DISABLED 
37. PATI (Sura Prasad). Awareness of people about 
integrated education for the disabled. Educational 
Review. 101, 10; 1995, October; 174-6. 
By end of 20th century we wish to give 
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education for all, literacy should become a right and 
should not remain as a privilege. To achieve this 
target, Government of India has launched total literacy 
campaign (TLC) throughout country under scheme 
Education for All (EFA). TLC deals with all normal 
children who can be admitted to normal schools. But 
quite a good number of children having different types 
of deformities cannot join normal schools. Hence 
government of India has started some integrated schools 
to give education to these disabled children getting 
help from UNICEF where disabled girls and boys get 
education. 
-,-,-, DISADVANTAGED GROUPS 
38. SESHADRI (C). Ensuring access and equity: Some basic 
issues in the education of the disadvantaged. Education 
in Asia. 14, 1; 1994, January-March; 5-10. 
With proclamation by World Community of a 
renewed commitment to ensure that basic learning, need 
of all children, youth and adults are met effectively 
in all countries (world declaration on education for 
all 1990) issue of educational development of 
disadvantaged population groups has come into sharper 
focus once again. More than 100 million children, 
including at least 60 million girls have no access to 
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primary schooling, an equal number fail to complete 
basic education programme and millions more satisfy 
attendance requirements but do not acquire essential 
knowledge and skills. These millions comprise, poor, 
rural and remote and migrant workers, indigenous 
people ethic racial and linguistic minorities, 
refugees and girls cutting across all categories. These 
are world^ 'seducationally disadvantaged groups. 
-,-,-, EQUAL RIGHTS 
RAI (Usha). Women's invisible work. Indian Express. 63, 
306; 1995, September, 6; 9. 
Fourth international Conference on Women and 
Development at Beijing offers an excellent opportunity 
to force governments to recognise unpaid work done by 
women and compensate for it by a more equitable sharing 
of rights in properly, inheritence and divorce, 
increasing female participation in productive activity 
and giving them access to credit,e ducation and 
technical skills. Studies were condcuted in 80 
countries and unpaid work of women have been calculated 
from reliable data collected from 30 countries. Since, 
jobs are limited, there will have to be a greater share 
of work and family responsibility. 
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-,-,-, FAMILY INCOME 
MANKEKAR (Purnima). Girl child: A profile. Economic 
Times. 12, 214; 1985, October, 27; 5. 
Female literacy rates for the country as a 
whole provides the context of highlighting differential 
rates in the educational development of men and women. 
The female literacy rate improved as a whole from 18.4% 
in 1971 to 24.84% in 1981. The dropout is much higher 
for girls than the boys. Education for girls is seen to 
be most favoured by the middle class, for economic 
reasons. Girls from poorer families are often required 
to contribute to the family income and thus can not be 
spared for schools, the affluent on the other hand tend 
to follow traditional customs. Secondary level 
sustained enrolment of girls is 13% against 35% for 
boys. 
-,-,-, FAMILY PLANNING 
BAMBAWALE (Usha). Family formation in India: Change and 
continuity. Social Change. 22, 3; 1992, September; 
31-7 
Attitude towards family planning have been 
analysed by comparing data related to 1977-80 and 
1-987-88 from the Family Welfare Association's Pune 
branch. The Indian socio-religious thought and 
importance of male progeny as well as factors of 
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persistence and change in patterns of family formation 
have been discussed. Change in attitude towards family 
was found among lower middle class with limited 
education. Female literacy rate is 39.42% while male is 
63.86% the gap continues to wider. Women are denied 
education in schools for we find 54% of girls are 
enrolled in schools as against 84% of boys. The dropout 
rate amongst girls is higher than that of boys. The 
attitude towards preference for male progen persist 
in India. On the other hand there are changes in 
attitudes towards total stoppage of reproduction, 
inspite of the existing progeny's gender. 
42. BHARGAVA (PK). Population dynamics and health: Research 
issues in adult literacy programmes. Indian Journal of 
Adult Education. 54, 3; 1993, July-September; 41-51. 
Eight Five Year Plan emphasizes that galloping 
growth of India's population not only nullifies 
economic progress but also accentuates other problems 
like illiteracy, housing shortage, environmental 
degradation, pollution food, shortage, malonebition, 
poor health, status, unemplooyment, poverty etc 
(Planning Commission 1992). Various empirical studies 
too indicate that functional literacy, humeracy and 
basic education have an important bearing on parameters 
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like fall in fertility rate, increase in ciric and 
hygienic awareness, environmental cleanliness which 
inturn help to slow down rate of population growth, 
promote self health care as well as to improve quality 
of life of people. In fact education of females not 
only provide opportunity for personal advancement and 
awareness of social mobility but also a new outlook, 
freedom from tradition and development of rationalism 
in society. 
MUKERJI (S). Impact of health and family planning on 
population transition. Journal of Family Welfare. 41, 4,-
1995, December; 26. 
Good health, higher acceptance of birth control 
methods and a fall in fertility are believed to go 
together. Economic development, improvements in 
literacy and a better employment situation are also 
believed to have the same effect on fertility. Female 
literacy play great role in family planning. Late 
marriages due to female education help in family 
planning. Education of female in rural and urban areas 
of country also effect in family planning programmes. 
Health and status can be achieved by the education 
which in turn depend on family planning. 
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44. NAGARAJAN (N). Women's status and role in population 
education. Indian Journal of Adult Education. 53, 2; 
1992, April-June; 49-53. 
According to 1991 census India's population in 
844 million, an increase of 160 million or 23.5% over 
the figure ten years ago. Female population of 406 
million which is about 48% of total population. 
Literacy is 52.11% for total population, 63.86% for 
males and 39.42% for females. Education is one of 
crucial factors for determining status of women in 
society. Female illiteracy is closely related to birth 
rate, infant mortality, maternal mortality rates etc. 
Lower education level of mothers, more number of 
children born to her, greater are risks of reproductive 
mortality and morbidity. Educational status of women 
among states in India, Kerlala takes highest position. 
Female literacy rate is 86.93% in Kerala. Educational 
achievement of women is slowly improving in other 
states and thus will help jjpliflt status of women as 
housewife, mother and worker. Education and health 
level of women also influences family size. 
45. PATTANAIK (BK).-».Women work participation and family 
welfare. Yojana. 38, 9; May, 31; 28-30. 
Discusses that the women's education helps in 
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twin goals of economic development and population 
planning. It would also help into lower fertility 
through such factors as delayed marriage, increased 
education and awareness about health care and family 
planning, reduction of preferred family size and 
increased adoption of health care and family planning 
practices. Thereby help the nation to accomplish the 
twin goals of Health for All (HFA) and Net Reproduction 
Rate (NRR-1) Unity by 2000 AD. Greater women 
participation is possible only if women are educated 
and gainfully employed in economic activities other 
than cultivation and agriculture. When women will be 
educated there can be a distinctive improve in the 
health care and family welfare services as well as in 
the uplift of quality of life of the community and also 
they help in development of the nation. 
46. RAO (Mohan). Writing on the wall structural adjustment 
programme and the world development report 1993 — 
Implications for family planning in India. Social 
Scientist. 22, 9-12; 1994, September-December; 56-77. 
Female literacy has over years become an 
instrument imbued with magical properties where family 
planning is concerned, although Tami 1 Nadu indicates to 
contrary. Overall literacy rate was 52% with male 
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literacy rate of 64% and a female literacy rate of 39%. 
But literacy rate among rural females was only 25% as 
per 1991 census. With the exception of Kerala 
population of illiterate females is higher than that of 
literates in rural areas in all states in India. 
Pressure of population in India is already so high that 
a reduction in rate of growth must be regarded as major 
desideratum. To some extent, improvement in living 
standards and more widespread education, especially, 
among women, will themselves tend to lower rate. But 
positive measures are also necessary for inculcation of 
need and techniques of family planning. 
47. R SIRUR (Rajni). Population education in a captive 
triangle. Indian Journal of Adult Education. 56, 1; 
1995, January-March; 34-9. 
India was first country to recognise need for 
controlling rate of population growth and to formulate 
a policy which primarily covers two important factors-
fertility and mortality. Eight five year plan has set 
population goal for achieving a net reproduction rate 
of one by turn of century and zero population growth by 
year 2050 AD. Stabilization is not possible without 
raising status of women through a combined strategies 
of providing better economic opportunities, education 
and skill development. An increase in literacy and 
educational status of women will have positive effect 
133 
on population control, material mobility, health care, 
nutrition, sanitation and hygiene. Further, it will 
result in raising age of marriage increased employment 
potential and higher earning improved knowledge of 
contraception, better practice of family planning and 
adoption of small family norm and like there by 
ensuring improvement in overall quality of life in 
general for all. 
48. SENGUPTA (Jayashree). Birth right: Women in India can 
rarely exercise when it comes to family planning. 
Sunday. 22, 37; 1995, September, 10-16; 54-5. 
Kerala where fertility rate has declined faster 
than in China (Kerala 1.8, China 2.0). This 
achievement in Kerala has been due to an increase in 
female literacy and hgiher participation in labour 
force by women. But female empowerment takes long. 
Kerala has a matrilineal society, where status of women 
has been high for long. UP, "Rajasthan, Orissa or Bihar 
states where fertility rate is much higher than the 
National average of 3.6. Besides women in such places 
have low status and autonomy in their youth and during 
their reproductive years and gain such status only with 
age. It is important to empower women through education 
and skills and create jobs for them. AIDS is spreading 
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across India through illiteracy, slow government 
response, discriminates against women and sexual 
promiscuity. 
49. SUBBARAO (K) and LAURA RANEY. Social gains from female 
education. Comparative Education Review. 39, 3; 1995, 
August; 381-3. 
Female eduction efforts family planning, 
nutritions marriage etc. Infant mortality rate which is 
defined as number of infants who die before reaching 1 
year of age per 1,000 live births in 1985 is inversly 
related to lagged female and male secondary school 
enrolments, rate of urbanisation, per capita GDP and 
family planning services and is positively related to 
population per physician. Effect of female secondary 
education especially in India with low female secondary 
school enromenmt, may provide a welcome avenue for 
reducing total fertility rate and infant mortality rate 
where there is opposition to family planning 
programmes. 
-,-, FAMILY PLANNING, HINDU-MUSLIM DIFFERENTIALS 
50. SRIVASTAVA (JN) and SAKSENA (DN). Hindu-Muslim 
differentials in family size ideals by socio-economic 
status. Journal of Family Welfare. 35,4; 1989, June; 
38-48. 
Relatively larger family size ideals held by 
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muslim largest minority community of India as conP^ red 
to Hindu majority community of country. Educational 
status of women is expected to have an effect on her 
perception of ideal farming size and has been found in 
earlier studies to have a larger negative influence on 
family size ideals than in male Muslim respondents 
considered a relatively larger number of children as 
ideal for their families as compared to Hindu 
respondents. This finding contradicts commonly given 
explanation which attributes higher family size ideals 
among Muslim to their lower socio-economic status. 
Further differences between two communities in general, 
are seen to be relatively smaller among lower socio-
economic strata and larger among higher socio-economic 
strata. This possibly due to fact that the higher socio 
economic level did not exercise any significant 
depressing influence on family size ideals among the 
Muslims in study area, while it did so among Hindus, 
there by aggrevating Hindu-Muslim differences in this 
regard at higher socio-economic level. 
-,-,-,--, MUSLIMS 
51. SINGH (NP). Attitude of muslim ladies towards population 
education and small family. Educational Review. 100, 7; 
1995, July; 115-8. 
Remarkable increase in population growth rate 
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of muslims has drawn attention of young researchers 
from different angles of observation, e.g. literacy, 
modernization and SES. Only 23% of muslims compared to 
36%. Hindus were aware of importance of family planning 
programme, during period of 1970 to 1980. Other major 
factor is tradition of polygamy. Granting permission of 
four marriages by muslim law. In India 11.4% are 
muslims, growth rate in muslim population is more than 
that of Hindus. Well being of society is linked with 
kind of education. It is getting standard of living, 
education of children, getting better food, clothing 
and shelter are basic requirements of every society. 
Muslims also requires these necessities. Proportion of 
benefit available to masses depends upon population of 
that society and excessive growth hampers all then? 
endeavours. 
-,-,-,--,-, KERALA 
52. HIGH FERTILITY rate among Kerala Muslims. Times of 
India. 158; 215; 1995, September, 6; 6. 
Kerala's Muslim population which constitutes 
23.3% of total 29 million has been growing about 3k 
times faster than Christians, exposing uneven 
acceptance of family planning methods among different 
communities in state. Declared growth of Hindu 
population has also been two times faster than 
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Christians in state. Often described as successful 
example of family planning country, according to 
religion-wise data published recently by Census 
Commissioner of India. State which has highest number 
of literate women has shown some remarkable achievement 
in family planning during last two decades Of 14 
districts in state female literacy rate in 11 districts 
are higher than 80%. Study conducted by NCERT recently 
female literacy has a strong effect on total fertility 
rate as literate women are more likely to enrol their 
children in school and make better use of family 
planning and child care services. 
-,-,-,--, TAMIL NADU 
53. ANKLESASARIAAIYAR (Shahnaz). Quiet revolution: Tamil 
Nadu lawers its fertility graph. Hindu. 119, 216; 1996, 
September, 9; 8. 
Tamil Nadu has made remarkable progress in its 
population control drive. There also persists within 
India and outside demanding world view that illiterate 
human beings are irresponsible propagation machines, 
who need to be taught what is good for them. Such 
i deas have evolved into equally dangerous theory that 
population explosion is essentially a female problem. 
Women need first and foremost to be tauf?;ht to have fewer 
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children and other problems, like their ill health and 
powerlessness will resolve themselves. Study showed 
that 25% of illiterate women practice family planning, 
figures are 37% and 45% for women with secondary 
education and high school diploma. Of 56 women with 
primary education, a mere 13 accepted family planning. 
A few years of schooling may make no difference and 
education influences contraceptive behaviour only after 
five years of school AMIT JAYARAM, literacy for the 
literate. 
54. AUDINARAYANA (N) and THENMOZHI (N). Correlates of 
fertility in a Tamil Nadu town. Social Change. 22, 3; 
1992, September; 66-71. 
Discusses some of the selected socio-cultural, 
economic and demographic factors influencing fertility 
in 245 married women in an urban setting of Tamil 
Nadul. The results revealed that all the selected 
independent variables had a significant association 
with the dependent variables (fertility). However, the 
respondent's educational status, age at marriage 
duration of marriage and number of living sons as well 
as husband's education and occupational status, caste, 
husband-wife communication showed a greater association 
with their fertility levels. In the light of these 
findings it may be suggested that encouraging females 
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for higher education marrying late and thereby 
shortening their duration of married life and also 
providing old age security to eligible couples with 
less number of sons or no sons may reduce their 
fertility levels in future. 
-,-,-, FOSTER PARENT SCHEME 
55. MAHARASHTRA SCHEME for girls,"/\ success. Statesman. 126, 
3429; 1985, September; 1-9. 
Upto March Maharashtra's foster parent scheme 
covered 120,000 poor girls between age group of six and 
14 who would have otherwise been deprived of schooling 
facility, scheme would continue in year 1985, pointing 
out that people adopting poor girls, irrespective of 
castej religion and language, was turning into mass 
movement for girls education in state. Scheme renamed 
after Sasritabai Phule a school reformer and champion 
of girls* education in 19th century was intiated in 
April 1983 with volunteering participation of teachers 
and officials of state education department. Under 
scheme a teacher identifies a needy girl who is likely 
to be deprived of schooling on account of poverty and 
locates an individual who is willing to accept role of 
her foster parent. Foster parent then help real 
parent by paying minimum of Rs 25 per month. 
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-,-,-,---, MAHARASHTRA 
56. JOSHI (Prakash). Fostering the cause of education for 
girls. Indian Express. 53, 333; 1985, October, 5; 11. 
The novel Sa^itribai Phule Dattak Palak Yojna 
(foster parent schemeO introduced by the Education 
Directorate in Maharashtra in 1983-84 has received a 
tremendous response from parents and school 
authorities. At present 1,28,300 girls in the state are 
receiving financial assistance from foster parents so 
that they could continue their education at least upto 
the seventh standard. The Government Employees Union 
also shows willingness to participate in the scheme. A 
detailed scheme for participation of unions and 
associations is being worked out. Anybody who can offer 
Rs 25 per month can participate in the scheme by 
becoming a foster parents. 
-,-,-, FREE, MAHARASHTRA 
57. ANKLESSARIAATYAR (Shahnaz). Inequity in job 
opportunities. Indian Express. 57, 180; 1989, May, 1; 
8. 
Government of Maharashtra has announced free 
education for women at the graduate and post-graduate 
levels. Facilitating the access of females to education 
has been a conventional state response to this problem 
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but unless education becomes a means of addressing the 
structures and attitudes which appears women and unless 
the content of education itself ensures women's equal 
participation in national development, free education 
will not develop a women's full potential. The (NCERT) 
National Council for Education Research and Training 
has only just begun to react to women's establishment, 
it began to examine the sexist biases in textbooks. 
-,-,-, GENDER INEQUALITY 
58. BAJAJ (KK). Education for women's equality. University 
News. 27, 96; 1989, November, 13; 7-9. 
Almost 16.8% of the people felt that the girls 
needed no education, 64.5% held the view that the 
higher education was unnecessary for women. This 
apparently means that social attitude to women's 
education is one major hurdle to the development of 
women. The concept of equality is a civil right. It 
does not have anything to do with the level of 
awareness and development of the otherwise marginalised 
state of women. The term 'equality' has to be 
correlated to the social, economic, political, moral, 
religious context besides that of opportunity. The term 
is used have in this context. 49% of India's population 
consist of women CSIR, DST, UGC, Universities, 
different apex academic bodies and NGO's, greater 
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attention came to be paid to the status and role of 
women. It is only during the last decade that the issue 
has attracted greater attention and generated interest 
among all to study the problems of women and their 
activities relating to their health, welfare, 
education, civil rights, economic moral and social 
status etc. , all with a view to realising the concept 
of their equality in these fields. Women's 
organisations have multiplied to enhance the degree of 
interest and effort in this direction to ensure their ; 
participatory development side by side professionally 
competent. Studies have come to be undertaken to 
understand and evaluate the role of education as an 
important input directed towards ensuring women's 
equality. In the present day political scenario, 
reservations for jobs and in political institutions, 
stringent measures against institutions, stringent 
measures against atrocities on women, gender equal 
laws, accessible education for women and number of 
other facilities, constitute the passage in favour of 
women to ensure their equality. 
59. BEHRMAN (Jene R). Inresting in female education for 
development. Journal of Educational Planning and 
Administration. 7, 3; 1993, October; 393-411. 
Describes recent experience with female 
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education and examines extent of gender gap in 
education in countries of Asia and near East and 
summarises analytical frameworks for measuring 
determinants and impacts of female schooling and for 
evaluating policy options. Education can take many 
forms including formal schooling, vocational training 
programmes, informal household education and on job 
training. Issue of equity. In most of societies women 
appear to have loss control over resources and over 
their destinities than do men. There is a large gender 
gap in education. Female enrolment rates for primary 
and secondary schools were lower. Gender gap in school 
enrolment. Policies related to supply of female 
education include, school availability, quality of 
education, level of schooling, type of education, 
vocational education etc. 
60. KULKARNI (PM) and KRISHNAMOORTHY. Gender inequality in 
literacy: Measurement and pattern. Social Change. 22, 
4; 1992, December; 21-6. 
Gender disparity in literacy is often measured 
either as the gap between or the ratio of female and 
male literacy levels. But both these indices appear to 
be heavily influenced by the overall level of literacy. 
Therefore, an alternative measure given by the 
logarithmic ratio of the female and male literacy 
levels, is proposed. In almost all the societies, the 
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level of female literacy is lower than the level of 
male literacy. Some plausible explanations for this 
region-gender literacy disparity association are 
suggested. 
61. LAKSHMI REDDY (MV). Gender inequity i^ literacy: An 
analysis. Indian Journal of Adult Education. 55, 3; 
1994, July-September; 5-22. 
Promotion of women's education has been concern 
of India since Independence. Central and State 
governments, voluntary organisations and other 
institutions have been doing a lot for progress of 
women's education and literacy by stepping up and 
strengthening their formal and non-formal education 
programmes. Gender disparity in education and literacy 
is of course an historical phenomenon and can be 
attributed to several economic, social and cultural 
compulsions. Women's education and literacy to social, 
economic, cultural and political development of 
individual family community and nation is a universally 
acknowledged fact. Gravity of gender disparity the 
literacy and need to bring it down has been recognised 
and voiced by all. Though there is gender inequity in 
literacy by many a measure, still there is a positive 
sign that has emerged in favour of gender equity in 
literacy. 
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62. RANJANA KUMARI. Women and equality. Hindustan Times. 
62, 258; 1985, September, 18; 9. 
While some Muslim league legislators and 
advocates of Shariat law have come out strongly against 
the recent Supreme Court judgement in the Shah Bano 
case. They have apparently chosen to remain ignorant of 
the equality achieved by women in some of the Islamic 
countries. Reinterpreting Islamic laws, reforming dowry 
and rape cases in India and educating women about her 
inheritance rights. There was general agreement that 
the decade witnessed the principle of equality between 
men and women being being formally educated as a 
constitutional provision throughout the third world. 
63. SHARMA (Radha Rani). Education of women in India: 
Inequalities and bottlenecks. Education Quarterly. 34, 
1-4; 1982, January; 20-7. 
Constitution of India guarantees equality to all 
irrespective of religion, race, caste, sex, place of 
birth or any of them cultural and educational rights 
are granted to all alike. Education has been regarded 
as a significant instrument to bring about social 
change and development towards desired goals. In order 
to bring about emancipation of women obtain for them 
their rightful place as provided in constitution and to 
enlist their active participation in national 
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development, education could do wonders. Education of 
women is effected by a variety of cultural, economic, 
sociological and even anthropological factors. 
Education system is only institution which can 
counteract deep foundations of inequality of sexes in 
built in mind of men and women through socialization 
process. 
64. THARU (Susie) and TEJASWINI NIRANJANA. Problems for a 
contemporary theory of gender. Social Scientist. 22, 
3-4; 1994, March-April; 93-115. 
In 1991-92 upper caste women thronged streets in 
anti Mandal protests. BJP identified women and dalits 
as principal targets of their next election campaign, 
women shot into prominance as leaders in Ramjanmbhoomi 
movement. In over whelming numbers, women have joined 
literacy campaigns in Pondicherry and parts of Andhra 
Pradesh. In 70s and 80s an important task for feminist 
theory was to establish 'gender' as a category that had 
been rendered in visible in universalisms of various 
kinds. 
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65. WHEARY (Jennifer) and ENNIS (Robert H). Gender bias in 
critical thinking continuing the dialogue. Educational 
Theory. 45, 2; 1995, October; 213-24. 
One sort of claim that critical thinking 
reflects male bias is related to lower status sometimes 
given to females in educational settings. One concern 
about this lower status is that it may result in less 
participation by females in situations were critical 
thinking is used or taught. Because of this lack of 
participation, it may be possible that females do not 
have ample opportunity to demonstrate or hone their 
critical thinking skills. Another type of claim of male 
bias in critical thinking is related to concerns that 
females have not participated in studies of thinking. 
Past research on thinking is said to have focussed on 
experiences of females, as a result, we may know a 
little about cognitive experiences of females. Third 
sort of claim of male bias is that traditional 
exceptions of critical thinking ignore female ways of 
knowing. Gender bias in critical thinking in 
educational setting is evidenced by stereotypes of 
women as weaker, less intellectually competent sex and 
by teacher and student class room behaviour which units 
females opportunity to demonstrate and develop critical 
thinking. 
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-,-,-,--, GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
66. INDIRSEN (Jaya). Education for women's equality: Policy 
perspective Vs. performance. University News. 33; 1995, 
November, 6; 11-6. 
An attempt has been made to highlight some of 
policy perspective envisaged in the WPE, 1886 and the 
revised POA 1992 and wh^ it has been achieved based on 
select secondary sources of data and some studies 
undertaken at NIEPA. The implications and some 
suggestions have also been provided. NPE claims that 
education will be used as an agent of basic change in 
the status of women in order to neutralise the 
accumulated distortions of the past. The programme aim 
to investigate and remove structural, cultural or 
attitudinal causes of gender discrimination and thus 
empower women to achieve effective participation in all 
areas of national and international development. 
Sponsored as a cultural plan, linked scheme, the UGC 
set up 22 women' studies centres and 11 cell in 
universities and colleges during the 714 and 8th plan 
period. UGC appointed a review committee in 1993 to 
assess the functioning of these centres. However, a 
number of colleges especially colleges run by private 
managements and missionaries who are doing an excellent 
job by creating a gender positive. Climate and 
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providing opportunities for the overall development 
of women students. 
-,-,-,--, PRIMARY LEVEL 
67. STROMQUIST (Nelly P). Romancing state: Gender and power 
in education. Comparative Education Review. 39, 4; 
1995, November; 423-54. 
An important instrument for improvement in 
gender issues has been signing of conventions. The 
convention on All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW), signed by General Assembly in 1978 and 
established as an international treaty by 1981, has 
become one of most powerful tools to improve women's 
condition and status. First feature that emerges in 
educational policies and projects implemented by states 
is their emphasis on problem of access to schooling. 
Most crucial educational problem affecting women is 
defined as lack of parity between girls and boys in 
primary schooling. This concern is also reflected in 
efforts to reduce high rates of withdrawal from 
schooling by girls. 300 million children who did not 
have access to primary or secondary schooling of whom 
200 million were girls. 
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-,-,-,-,-, TAMIL NADU 
68. PONNAIYAN (C). Towards equal status. University News. 
25, 31; 1987, August, 3; 15. 
Mr. C. Ponnaiyan, Minister for Law and 
Education, Tamil Nadu Government, delivered the 
Convocation Address at the First Convocation of Mother 
Teresa Women's University, an institution the 
Government of Tamil Nadu established to achieve the 
goal spelt out by Poet Bharathi, Equal status for 
women. Stressing the importance of women's education, 
Mr. Ponnaiyan observed "what is wanted is not merely 
imparting education to women but by this process to 
build up a positive image and to impose self confidence 
among women, these by developing the sense of 
equality". The motto of this university is "Towards 
equal status". This is not like any other conventional 
type of university but intended to do research and the 
outcome or findings of such research being directed 
towards the cherished goal of development of women. As 
per our National Educational Policy, education becomes 
a strategy for achieving a basic change in the status 
of women. Mere acquisition of educational qualification 
will not make women confident of their place in 
society. Change in attitude is needed much. Women's 
organisations all over the country are trying to do 
something towards the cause of liberalisation to women. 
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abolition of dowry system, etc. If these efforts are to 
yield good results, it cannot be through enactment of 
laws. The attitude of women in general and towards 
women in particular should change. What is required for 
this purpose is that women should be educated at all 
levels and as already pointed out they should be taught 
to be self dependent. The university should be able to 
play a positive role by studying the condition of women 
in different areas and suggest life oriented and 
utility oriented education to be imparted to women at 
all levels. A systematic way of utilising their 
services could be devised by Mother Teresa Women's 
University. 
-,-,-, GIRL CHILD 
69. CHAUDHRY (Maya). Education and the girl child. 
Mainstream. 31, 17; 1993, March, 6; 18-9. 
It is mainly in the area of education that the 
unequal status of and discrimination against the girl 
child becomes immediately visible. At the same time 
education is one of the most important areas of 
intervention for improving the lot of the girl child. 
Not only is the education of girls essential to attain 
the goal of universal primary education it also has a 
far reaching impact on other aspects of social and 
economic development. Women's education directly 
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affects the economic well being of a country leading to 
a better labour force participation, greater self 
employment, participation in the informal market and 
better home production - all of which contribute 
towards a higher GNP (Gross National Product). It has 
now been quite well established that women's education 
has a beneficial impact on infant and child mortality, 
immunisation and life expectancy. It leads to lower 
fertility rates and lower population growth as educated 
women tend to marry later, are more likely to practice 
family planning and have less children than uneducated 
mothers. It is the most important means of changing the 
status of women towards a more equal footing. 
70. GIVING THE girl child her due. Hindustan Times. 62, 
284; 1985, October, 14; 5. 
Female child in India is a non person, non being 
until she is 15 or 16 to be offered at the alter of 
marriage. In most societies, male biased sex ratio at 
birth is nullfied by consistently higher mortality 
rates among males in India. Females die at higher rates 
than males upto the age of 35, except in the first week 
of month of life. It should be made compulsory for a 
girl child to attend school which in turn would 
definitely improve the status of women. Change in 
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society's attitude is needed to her and that can come 
about only through education. 
71. TARLOK SINGH. Women's literacy and the girl child. 
Indian Journal of Adult Education. 56, 1; 1995, 
January-March; 5-10. 
Over greater part of country; social system 
fails to give equal treatment to boys and girls from 
infancy upwards through early childhood. In recent 
years in national and international forms, gender 
equality, consideration given by society to girl child 
and problem of adolescent girl mother to be. Each of 
these issues has a bearing on progress in women's 
literacy. In complete enrolment and heavy drop out 
rades add to number of illiterates. TLC now underway 
extended in July 1994 to as many as 262 out of 468 
districts in country. In case of girls large scale 
provision of facilities. For special education, 
including imparting of skills of income generating 
occupations has long been recognised as a necessity. 
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-,-,-, HEALTH 
72. BAJPAI (Shailaja). Lesser sex. Indian Express. 58, 308; 
1990, October, 28; 3. 
All over the world sex ratio tends to favour 
women. Since they are biologically stronger sex. In 
India the ratio of females to males in the population 
is low. Kerala is only state where sex ratio favouring 
women (1032) while in Punjab 900 (below) while in 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are all above 
950 margin, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat just above average, 
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan are all below 
the 933 figure. In 1981, 46.9% of males are 24.8% 
female were literate. Changes of situation improving 
for women in India are thus dependent on a wide range 
of factors. Some like health and education are in hands 
of governments. True value of literacy can only be 
really appreciated if one realises its impact on 
marriage and specifically the age of marriage. 
-,-,-, HIGHER 
73. JOHN (Pushpita). New approaches to higher education for 
women. Education Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, January; 
28-30. 
Enrolment rate of girls to every 100 boys during 
1946-47 was 12 and it rose to 30 in 1971. 10% of girls 
are in any educational institution and that only one in 
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every four women is literate. Controversy which has 
already started in pre-independence period, with 
reference to objectives of women's higher education was 
whether women should be educated to make themserves 
capable of fulfilling their traditional roles as wives 
and mothers or to make themselves effective and active 
in process of economic development. Apart from specific 
occupations, there is need for higher education to be 
concerned with an important criticism levelled against 
working women, that they are deficient in 
professionalism. University educated women name a duty 
towards society and especially to their less 
privileged, less educated sisters. Indian Council for 
Social Sciences Research has played a significant role 
in growth of women's studies not only by providing 
funds but more than that by exercising leadership in 
identifying critical areas and encouraging individual 
research. 
74. SHASTRI (Diwakar). Women's Universities or Universities 
for Women? Mission of Women's Institutions in Higher 
Education. University News. 27, 23; 1989, June, 5; 3-5. 
The question of women's higher education is a 
complex one, on one hand society is questioning whether 
there is any need for a separate Women's University, 
women being given constitutional equality and on the 
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other hand new unviersity for women are being 
established. We still need separate women's 
institutions to promotes higher education among women. 
In India at present only 15.15% women in the age group 
15-19 years and 2.95% in the age group 20-24 are 
attending school/colleges. A large number of these 
students obviously are in large cities and towns. To 
promote women's education we must think of young women 
in smaller towns and rural areas. There has been a lot 
of vocational certificates and diploma courses 
organised in the colleges. The Women's Universities 
should address themselves is to provide education and 
training to women who have to interrupt their education 
early on account of marriage or other reasons. Women's 
universities have to fulfill is to make coverage of 
higher education for women more wide. They have to make 
conscious efforts to attract women from those classes 
and areas which are not yet tourched by the liberating 
influence of education. Women's universities need not 
be apologetic about their existence. They have a 
mission to fulfill. 
75. TALESRA (Hemlata). Quality in higher education among 
women. Education in Asia. 14, 1; 1994, January-March; 
23-4. 
Higher education among women has gained a wider 
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role and responsibility all over world. Education for 
women has suffered a lot during last several centuries. 
In contemporary India women is both a citizen and a 
home maker and in order that she may perform both these 
functions effectively. In India according to 
constitutional provision women are free like men to 
choose any form of education and training to equip 
themselves for a career. In this way all specialisation 
of higher learning are open to women. Article 29(2) of 
Indian Constitution says 2no citizen shall be denied 
admission into any educational institution maintained 
by state or receiving aid out of state found on grounds 
only of religion, sex, race, language or any of them". 
Describes quality in higher education among women. 
Strategies adopted in different parts of India to 
overcome some of constraints and suggests some 
alternative strategies which can be adopted to quality 
higher education for women. 
76. TRIVEDI (Jyoti H). Future images of women's 
universities. University News. 27, 32; 1989, August, 7; 
5-9. 
Admission to the University was debarred to 
women as late as the beginning of the nineteenth 
century to older one, viz. the SNDT women's University, 
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arose from the reformist movement at a time when women 
were restricted to the home and co-education was 
unheard of. Today there are more women in 
co-educational institutions and whose parents 
themselves would not like them to go for women only 
institutions. Women fight for admission in higher 
educatioj. Women fought for their rights of equality in 
wages and promotion in a highly educated country like 
USA. In Indian constitution, the founding fathers did 
give equality, but the society did not accept it. 
Women's universities have a significant role to play in 
bringing about attitudinal change in society. Women who 
is equal to man and capable of doing the same work and 
achieving the same goals. In the long run of history 
men have dominated but there have been periods in 
history when women have had equal or better status. 
Women's universities must, through the UGC State 
Governments, etc. enforce the new image of women in all 
disciplines for all students at all levels of 
education. The status of women should be focussed, the 
dual role of women should be accepted. But their work 
in the home, fields etc. should be recognised. The 
courses should be so devised that their skills and 
talents are developed and an income generating vocation 
is provided. Research should be one of the most 
important functions of the women's universities. Each 
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university should act as Resource Centre. It is 
interesting to note that women have achieved all over 
the world whatever they have achieved as of today 
without having separate institutions. But in India, 
with its long resistant social structure, it may be 
necessary to have these for some time. But over the 
years, the need for separate womens universities will 
not remain. 
-,-,-,-, BARRIERS 
77. ISRANEY (SM). Institutional barriers to women students 
in Indian Higher Education. University News. 27, 32; 
1989, August, 7; 10-2. 
Higher education in India has undergone an 
unprecedented growth over the past two decades. The 
share of women in this educational boom has been quite 
impressive. This paper tries to explore the 
institutional or structural barriers to the entry of 
women into higher education and their ability to 
persist their long enough to earn higher degrees. 
Institutional barrier means, those policies and 
practices in higher education which hinder women in 
their efforts to obtain advanced education. These 
barrier includes practices, pertaining to student 
admission, financial aid, student counselling, student 
services, degree requirements and curriculum. Most 
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women show a pattern of greater dependency on parents, 
while most men tend to draw on some means of self 
support. Another type of service that has been in great 
demand in recent years is child care. Most colleges and 
universities continue to ignore the growing demand for 
day care facilities, like cretch, nursery rooms etc. 
Women oriented courses should be run in universities. 
Universities in India will have to play an important 
role in this regard, by making the necessary changes in 
the curriculum, providing certain facilities to women 
faculty members and arranging frequent seminars on the 
'economics of women's higher education to provide 
proper media to women for expressing their view. 
-,-,-,-, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
78. KAMLA KUMAR and KHITHA (Sadhana). Women in science and 
technology. Education Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, 
January; 8-10. 
Women's role in developmental activities is 
being recognised all over world. However, it is evident 
that women's potential is not being sufficiently taped 
for constructive purposes. This has led to a global 
search for identifying factors which are presenting 
women from achieving excellence in various fields, 
specially in those of science and technology. 
Improvement of women's status in society can offer a 
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major solution to this problem. A family of limited 
means would prefer to give higher education in science 
to boys because it would improve their earning 
capacity. Women who have taken up a career in science 
still have to work at levels beneath their intellectual 
capacity. Today there is scope for women to work in 
computer software and programming areas. Women can 
contribute considerably in all fields of engineering, 
agriculture fisheries, forestry and veterinary 
sciences. 
79. SIKKA (Pawan). Women in science and technology. Yojana. 
38, 24; 1995, January, 15; 15-7. 
It is a healthy sign that opportunities to women 
for pursuing higher education at graduate, post-
graduate and doctorate levels are being provided ever 
since independence at all the universities and 
technical colleges spread all over the country. Women 
responded well to these opportunities. Women in India 
are now no longer scared of once considered tough 
subjects like science. Statisticians claims that 
world's third largest scientific and technoloogical 
manpower exist in India, that is 30 lakh technical 
personnel are working in the R & D organisations in 
country, of which 10% that is 3 lakh are women. Women 
enrolme t is field of science and technology was 82% of 
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the total enrolment, 4,80,000 during 1992-93. There has 
been a remarkable increase in the number of women 
enrolled in the institution of higher education from 40 
thousand to 15 lakhs. Kerala has largest number of 
women engineers followed by Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Delhi, Madhya 
Pradesh, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh follow in that 
order. 
-,-,-, INFLUENCING, INFANT MORTALITY RATE§ 
80. BHUYAN (KG). Socio-economic factors influencing child 
mortality in India: A case study. Journal of Family 
Welfare. 41, 1; 1995, March; 15-23. 
Reduction in child mortality has a substantial 
influence on fertility decline. This studies of 
biological and social determinants which influence 
child mortality have been a major preoccupation of 
health authorities. Good nutritional levels, high 
levels of women's literacy high economic status effect 
child mortality. Education of women played a 
significant role in decreasing level of child 
mortality. Efforts need to be made to enable parents to 
deal more • effectively with health care of their own 
families. This can be done by increasing level of 
formal education specially that of women, and 
desseminating information on health care. 
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81. RAMNATH (T) . Influence of maternal education on live 
births, childhood mortality and their interrelationship 
Journal of Family Welfare. 27, 1; 1980, September; 
26-33. 
Mortality of children below five years of age is 
high in many developing countries and in India almost 
407o of total deaths occur in this age group. Further 
literacy rates in India according to 1971 census was 
about 30% (0-5 years inclusive) indicating that a great 
majority of our population is illiterate. Maternal 
educatiuon level does not seem to have an influence on 
number of live births and childhood mortality. Average 
number of children even born to women were found to be 
higher among those who had lost a child or more as 
compared to those who had not. 
-,-,-,-,--,-, KERALA 
82. KURUP (KB). Child survival strategies and trends in 
Kerala. Social Change. 22, 4; 1992, December; 65-71. 
Discussing the child survival strategies and 
trends in Kerala. Kerala has been considered to be in 
the forefront in terms of health, status, the 
morbidity rate is paradoxically high in the state. 
Kerala has the highest literacy rate, specially female 
literacy, high immunisation rate and life expectancy, 
low birth rate and infant mortality rate but also low 
per capita income and daily per capita calorie intake 
and high morbidity rate. Greater need for systematic 
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reasearch strategies to study the interaction of social 
determinants with biological intermediate variables to 
work out viable programmes for child survival and 
development has been emphasized. 
-,-,-, KERALA 
83. PATNAIK (Prabhat). International context and the 
'Kerala Model'. Social Scientist. 23, 1-3; 1995, 
January-March; 37-49. 
Kerala's record whether in over all literacy 
rate or in female literacy rate or in infant mortality 
rate or in ratio of females to males in total 
population is far biter not only than that of any 
other state in India but even in comparison to most of 
countries of third world. And in some respects it is 
even superior notably in its success in bringing down 
birth rate in a non coercive many fact that Kerala has 
been able to provide such impressive levels of health, 
education and nutrition to its population despite 
having per capita domestic product that is 
comparatively low and even stagnant for a long period 




84. REGUNATHAN (Sudhamalii). Challenge of spreading 
literacy. Pioneer. 6, 251; 1996, September, 10-20. 
Spreading literacy in India's cities has been 
characterised by specific problems which are quite 
different from spreading knowledge of written word in 
rural or mofussi area. Diverse population poses one of 
main challenges in teaching people reading and writing 
skills. In Delhi there are three types of areas which 
have to be considered for chalking out a literacy drive 
colonies, where people with strong sense of tradition 
and socio-cultural history live, resettlement colonies 
where people from different parts of Delhi or from 
outside city are trying to grow roots, third slums or 
jhuggi colonies that have spreading up all over place 
Delhi serva serva shiksha Abhiyan are one who have 
nothing else to do like women. These are women who go 
onto translate their gains from literacy in economic 
terms and DSSA finds it self. Devising newer ways to 
vocationalise their post literacy stage. 
-,-,-, CAMPAIGN, CHITTOR 
85. KUMARA SWAMY(T;.Total literacy campaign in Chittor 
district. Indian Journal of Adult Education. 54, 3; 
1993, July-September; 58-62. 
Literacy is an essential threshold for 
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development of any country. Modernisation, better 
capita income, strong democracy success of development 
programmes, allienation of poverty better health 
status, women's emancipation, population control, 
national integration and care for environment can not 
be realised without a minimum level of literacy on part 
of masses. NLM 1988 has opened new avenues for better 
literacy programmes and campaign approach for total 
literacy is significant among them. It has helped 
Ernakulum to achieve total literacy for the first time 
in our country. Emphasis of campaign on various 
problems of literacy, like poverty, over population, 
exploitation, women's equality right for minimum wages 
right for land, right for education, social justice, 
economic upliftment and social evils had helped them to 
understand problems and to analyse causes underlying 
problems and to arrive at workable solutions. 
-,-,-,-, INFLUENCE, EMPOWERMENT, JAIPUR 
86. ABRAHAM (Taisha) and MALASHRILAL. Female empowerment, 
some nagging questions: Impact of literacy in Jaipur 
District, Rajasthan. India Book Chronicle. 21, 1-2; 
1996, January-February; 41-2. 
Discusses status of female literacy in Jaimir 
district. Against the national performance in literacy, 
Rajasthan ranks the second lowest and in respect of 
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female literacy, it is lowest. Functional scope and 
impact of the women's Development Programme (WDF), the 
District Women's Development Agency (DWDA), District 
Institute of Development and Resource Agency (IDARA) of 
Rajasthan Adult Association, Institute of Development 
Studies, Shikshakarmi Project, Lok Jumbish, National 
Literacy Mission (NLM) and other voluntary agencies 
have been taken at the governmental and non 
governmental levels which tackle the problem of mass 
literacy programme. Many literacy media analysed like 
TV and material issued by the State Information, 
Education and Communication Bureau (lEC). 
-,-,-,-, PROGRAMMES, URBAN AREA 
87. RAMAMOHAN RAO (M) . Role of urban community development 
department in mass literacy programme. Educational 
Review. 119, 1; 1993, January; 17-9. 
Level of literacy is an important indicator of 
development of a country. Literacy helps to change 
overall health of society. India is one of countries 
which has a very low literacy rate in world. 
Visakhapatnam district administration (Andhra Pradesh) 
also has taken up a mass literacy programme. It was 
launched in Visakhapatnam city slums during July 1991 
to cover 150,000 illiterates, who were identified as a 
target group under programme called 'Visakha Akshara 
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Joyothi. 907c of illiterate women participated in Mass 
literacy programme. India is one of countries which has 
a very low literacy rate. Literacy level was 52.1% in 
1991. 
-,-,-,-, RATE 
88. JEJEEBwoy (Shireen J). Female literacy in India. 
Situation in 1991. Journal of Family Welfare. 37, 3; 
1991, September; 23-33. 
One of objectives of National Perspective Plan 
for Women is to promote literacy and universalise 
elementary school enrolment among females by year 2000. 
Female literacy rates considerable lower in four large 
northern states compared to rest of India. In each of 
these states female literacy rates remain below 30%. 
Even today no more than two out of five Indian women 
are literate ranging from as few as one out of four in 
four large northern states to every other women in rest 
of India. Pace at which female literacy is increasing 
continues to be slow. About 8% per decade in these four 
states and 10% in rest of India. Given that these 
states contain two fifth of India's population and 
almost half of its illiterate population. 
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89. VISHWESHRA RAO (K) and BALAKRISHNA (N) . Correlates of 
sex ratio in India. Social Change. 22, 3; 1992, 
September; 39-54. 
Most of Indian states had a lower sex ratio, 
Kerala being the only state with sex ratio comparable 
to some developed countries. The sex ratio in India 
though the same as observed in developed countries at 
the time of birth, declined with age and was 
substantially lower than that in developed countries at 
all ages. Mortality, fertility and literacy rates, 
health and nutritional status and socio-economic 
development were found to be well correlated with 
variations in sex ratio. Indian states with better 
female male literacy rates, per capita income and 
transport and health facilities were found to have 
better demographic and nutritional status. To improve 
sex ratio, the major improvement needed is in the 
female and male literacy rates, health and transport 
facilities and percapita disposable income. 
-,-,-, MASS MEDIA 
90. GURU (BP Mahesh Chandra). Women and mass media: Indian 
scenario. Third Concept. 10, 109; 1996, March; 49-55. 
Fourth United Nations World Conference on women 
held at Beijing lobbied actively on several march 
issues on concern to women all over the world. These 
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include globalisation and impact of sap,gir, child, 
restructuring of world bank and IMF to make them more 
accountable restoration of a United Nations Committee 
which would help third world countries negotiate with 
multinational corporations and barriers to political 
participation of women as well as gender sensitive 
economic decision making besides an end to violence 
against women. Mass mesia should also wage consistent 
war against problems and forces that impede 
participation of women in process of national 
mainstream as well as development. They should 
organise, educate and persuade both women and men for 
achievement of justice, equality and progress of other 
neglected half of India. 
91. THOMAS (Anita). Educating women through television. 
Social Welfare. 34, 4; 1987, July; 24-6. 
It is impossible to think of development without 
educating women. Educating women by itself is a complex 
talk as it includes all categories of women illiterate 
and literate, young and old working and non-working, 
the technological advancement has influenced the field 
of communication to a great extent. The development 
which seemed impossible due to lack of communication 
links is no more a distant dream. One catalyst which is 
put to use by government is communication. Through TV 
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the other catalyst which is in separable for social 
change is education. Women's education through TV is a 
collaborative effort, demanding cooperation, 
understanding and knowledge of group dynamics on part 
of the social scientist. In order to raise the status 
of women, it is necessary to ensure that women view TV 
and apply knowledge gained from it for the betterment 
of the family and the community. Care shold be taken 
while planning and designing women's programmes, so 
that it will reach women population in a desirable 
manner. Certain criteria which should be considered for 
designing educational TV programmes are also given for 
e.g. criterion of significance, criterion of interest, 
criterion of creditibility, criterion of learnability. 
A well planned education programme for women through TV 
should cover nutrition, health family life, employment 
and income generating skill. So women should be 
educated through TV also. 
-,-,-, MUSLIMS 
92. LEMU (B Aisha). Women in Islam. Radiance View Weekly. 
29, 33; 1994, July, 3-9; 5. 
Describes women's education according to Islam. 
The Quran states categorically that men and women who 
practise the principles of Islam will receive equal 
rewards for their efforts. Prophet Muhammad said 'the 
search for knowledge is a duty for every muslim (male 
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or female). In Islam therefore, both men and women are 
credited with capacity for learning and understanding 
and teaching. Generally speaking in the Muslim world of 
the early medieval times, there was not any bar or 
prohibition on women pursuing studies on contrary the 
religion encouraged it. As a result of this many women 
became famous as religious scholars, writers, poets, 
doctors and teachers in their own right, such as vafisa 
a descendant of all who was such a great authority on 
hadith that I mamal shafi sat in her circle in 
al-Fustat when he was at the height of his fame. 
93. U MOHAMMAD. Educational problems of the Muslim minority 
in Kerala. PUCL Bulletin. 9, 1; 1993, January-June; 
147-55. 
Kerala Muslims constitute nearly 1/5 of state's 
25 million population are spread on the west coast of 
India between cape Kanyakumari and Mangalore. History 
shows that Kerala Muslims were slow to come to terms 
with modern liberal education. total number of 
illiterates in state is estimated 28.20 lakh in recent 
surveys, of which 27.29% are Muslims scheduled caste 
and scheduled tribes contribute to 18.71% and 5.7% of 
illiterates respectively. Nettur Commission Report of 
1965 points out 829 out of 1000 Muslims have 
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illiterates, only 2.83% of High School students , Tant 
of 1000 of primary school pupils were Muslim girls. 
Muslim contribution to literacy is 5% direct result of 
continued educational backwardness of muslims is their 
poor representation in government offices and public 
undertakings. 
-,-,-,-, PROBLEMS 
94. KULDIP KAUR. Education among Muslims in India: A 
glimpse of its past and present. Journal of Indian 
Education. 20, 3; 1994, September; 11-5. 
Discusses that Madrasas and Maktabs have been 
one of manifestations of traditionalism in Muslim 
community. It describes how a community, passing 
through traditional phase from medivalism to 
modernism, continues to cling to its traditional method 
of education without realising merits and demerits of 
system. Women remained generally deprived of education 
owing to strict enforcement of purdah system and child 
marriage. Generally there were no separate schools for 
girls. In their tender age they were sent to Maktabs 
along with boys. Only kings nobles, and very rich 
people used to engage, private tutors to educate their 
daughters. Women's education did not remain totally 
neglected. There were literacy societies during that 
period which contributed towards development of education. 
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-,-,-, MUSLIMS STATUS 
95. ENGINEER (ASGHAR ALI). Status of Muslim women. Economic 
and Political Weekly. 29, 6; 1994, February, 5; 
297-300. 
Discussion on status of muslim women and their 
education, gender justice in Quran, illiteracy and 
poverty given. All religions have accorded women an 
inferior status and relegated them to a secondary 
position. Social change is bound to meet with great 
resistance in India where functional literacy is so 
poor, let alone advanced education among substantial 
proportions of population. Traditional societies have 
tried to keep women uneducated or gave her only 
elementary religious education so that she can perform 
certain religious duties, nothing more. Female literacy 
is low comparatively among Muslims today, the cause is 
socio-economic rather than religious. Now the bright 
side is that among Muslims too a new middle class and 
even an entrepreneurial class is emerging which 
recognises the value of not only male but also the 
female education. The poor and illiterate would invoke 
it to justify the prevention of female education (and 
even male education in some cases) whereas the educated 
middle and upper classes justify higher female 
education by invoking religion. The same is true family 
planning also. 
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-,-,-, NATIONAL LITERACY MISSION 
96. DIGHE (Anita). Deconstructing literacy primer. Economic 
and Political Weekly. 30, 26; 1995, July, 1; 24-7. 
Total literacy campaigns (TLCS) that are 
specifically designated to address the problem of adult 
literacy. Literacy primers developed for illiterate 
adults pose a challenge in text probing. The revised 
National Policy on Education document has stipulated 
that the National Literacy Mission (NLM) should be 
geared to such national goals poverty attention and 
focus specifically on environmental conservation 
observance of small family norm, national integration 
and promotion of women's equality. With regard to 
women's education the policy has emphasised that the 
education system would play a positive interventionist 
role in the empowerment of women. The importance of 
undertaking such an analysis of literacy primer lies in 
the fact that it tries to decipher and analyse their 
ideological underpinnings and thus enables us to 
understand whose interests this ideology represents and 
services. 
97. REDDY (Siva Sankar). Drive against illiteracy. 
Educational Review. 100, 9; 1994, September; 153-5. 
There are more than 100 crores illiterates in 
world and of those 50% are in India. Gandhi ji had 
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Warned as far back as in 1939 that illiteracy of masses 
was India's sin and shame and must be liquidated. Ever 
since independence elimination of illiteracy has been 
one of major concerns of government. United Natiuon 
Declared 1990 'International Literacy Year and 1991 to 
2000 as 'International Literacy Decade Child's primary 
education begins at home in lap of his mother. But 
however it is sad that two thirds of literates are 
women. Inspite of efforts of Government, literacy rate 
among women is only 39.46/^. Gandhiji said rightly that 
if mother is educated entire family will be educated. 
National Literacy Mission was launched in 1988 to 
eradicate illiteracy from country in shortest possible 
time. Ernakulam, in country's first liberate district. 
Its aim is to raise India's literacy rate from an abysmal 
44% to respectable 70% within three years. 
-,-,-, NATIONAL POLICY 
98. SALAMATULLAH. Quality in education. Times of India. 62, 
289; 1985, October, 19; 9. 
There has been a good deal of talk about 
reformulation of National Policy on Education which was 
adopted in 1968. In modern age education is supposed to 
play a key role in all manner of development About two 
third of population is still illiterate. In area of 
literacy inequality expresses itself in several ways. 
There is a great disparity between men and women, the 
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number of literate men being rarely twice that of 
literate women. Kerala tops the list of 70% literacy, 
while Arunachal Pradesh is at the bottom only 20% 
literate. Inequality is reflected in the educational 
system of the country. The scheduled castes, scheduled 
tribes and other backward classes constitute these 
sections. They should be treated equally in studies. 
-,-,-, NEHRU'S VIEW 
99. MANMQHANLAL Nehru's concept of education. University 
News. 27, 36; 1989, September, 4; 1-5. 
EmphasisesNehru's view on education. He viewed 
education with a parents eye. The education of his 
daughter Indira, remained one of the important 
preoccupations during the thirties. He said that ^ 'Right 
education must be all round development of the human 
being, a harmonising of our internal conflicts and a 
capacity to cooperate with others". Nehru attached 
great importance to the practical aspect of education. 
As far as choice of career; concerned he never thought 
in terms of financial returns, he hated the idea of 
minting money through abilities obtained from 
education. Nehru's views on women's education are 
reflected specially in his letters to his daughter. He 
was directly related to this problem. He said women had 
an equal role to play in the making of the nation. He 
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saw women on a poor with men in every walk of life. He 
did not believe in classroom teaching. He was in favour 
of informal education. Nehru was deeply secular in his 
thoughts. Education to him was free from any race or 
community. These views of Nehru on education, though 
scattered and casual, bear out atleast one thing that 
he was no less important on educational thinker. His 
importance as an educationist further gets strengthened 
as he was a successful man of action. He expressed the 
representative views on education cherished by the 
whole nation. 
-,-,-, NEOLITERATE, PUNJAB, RURAL AREAS 
100. KULWINDER KAUR AND AMRIT KAUR. Reading interests of neo 
literate rural adult women of Punjab. Indian Journal of 
Adult Education. 53, 2; 1992, April-June; 30-3. 
One of main hurdles in achieving largest of cent 
percent literacy has been lack of adequate follow up 
programmes. These follow up programmes mainly involve 
use of literature for neo literate adults. Literature 
for neoliterate adults has to be based on their needs 
and interests. As visualised in National Policy on 
Education (1986) adult and continuing education 
programmes will involve organising need and interest 
based on vocational training programmes. It is noted 
that neo literate rural adult women of both age groups 
are keenly interested in care and maintenance of 
clothes swewing and embroidery beuty care, soap 
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making, health nutrition, common diseases and their 
prevention, homeopath.environmental cleanliness, basket 
making, domestic use of electricity and use of radio 
and TV. 
-,-,-, NON FORMAL SYSTEM 
101. SARMA (MSR). Study of attitude of supervisors towards 
non-formal education. Educational Review. 100, 10; 
1994, October; 176-9. 
Success of non formal system mainly depends upon 
quality of supervisors available to it. Supervisors is 
pivot around which all educational programmes yotate in 
so far as their implementation is concerned. Judging 
range and, average of understanding level by way of 
attitudes of supervisors towards non formal education, 
no definite anti effective posters were identified. 
Sex , Area (Rural/Urban) Experience category did not 
cause cause significant variations. There are no 
significant difference in attitude scores between Male 
(average = 67.4) and Female (average = 65.1) 
respondents. In ease rural (Mean 67.8) and urban (Mean 
64,6) area respondents attitudes towards their 
professional aspects is significant. Role of supervisor 
assures highest importance in the NFE system. 
Irrespective of sex, Martial Status, Nativity and 
course of study all alike have identified in their role 
perception. 
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102. SWAMINATHAN (Mina). Needed two revolutions in one non-
formal education for women and girls. Educational 
Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, January; 5-7. 
Most dramatic contrasts provided by educational 
statistics in India are those relating to sex 
differences. Total number of adult illiterate in 
country, a nuber which is increasing every year, more 
than half are women. In some states female literacy 
rate is as low as 4% (corresponding figure for men 
being 28%) while even in most progressive men being 
28%) while even in most progressive states there is a 
visible difference. To make education for women and 
girls in poverty a reality such more is needed than 
educational innovation. Two kinds of social revolution 
are needed, one which permits employers to consider 
letting women off early to work part time for full 
wages or provide some leisure during working day, 
another which allows men to take over burden of child 
care and house work so that some time is available in 
evening. 
-,-,-, , ANDHRA PRADESH 
103. KRISHNA RAO (R) and PAPA (R) . Non formal education in 
Andhra Pradesh. Education Quarterly. 36, 1-4; 1984, 
January; 21-6. 
To increase enrolment of boys and girls in 
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formal schools still much remains to be done. Two 
thirds of non enrolled are girls. Establishment of a 
state several branches of knowledge which is under 
consideration, SCERT will monitor training programmes 
and actively help in production of learning material 
etc. Non formal education cell of SCERT desires to 
design bridge courses for various levels at appropriate 
time to satisfy this objective. SCERT with expert in 
several branches of knowledge which is under 
consideration, the active involvement of teacher 
training institutes, colleges of education, voluntary 
agencies and even school teachers to work as resource 
persons is imperative. 
-,-,-, NUTRITION , RURAL AREA 
104. A MARY SWARNALATHA. Assessing the effectiveness of four 
teaching approaches in increasing the knowledge of 
rural mothers in nutrition. Indian Journal of Adult 
Education. 53, 3; 1992, July-September; 73-80. 
Nutrition education is backbone of every rural 
development programme. Nutrition education is only 
means of bringing about awareness in individual or 
community for nutritional improvement. In nutrition 
education correct approach followed often makes 
difference between success and failure. Adults are 
learners in nutrition education. Initial level of 
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knowledge of rural mdothers was simimoar except that of 
functional approach where women appear to have some 
background of nutrition education. Highly significant 
increase was found in knowledge level of rural mothers 
after instruction by using all four teaching 
approaches. Behaviour modifitation approach was found to 
be most effective consistency approach was found to be 
least effective approach in increasing knowledge of 
rural mothers. 
105. TALIKOTI (Pooja). Assessment of nutrition knowledge, 
attitudes and practices of rural neo-literate women. 
Education in Asia. 56, 1; 1995, January-March; 11-4. 
India has achieved tremendous increase in food 
production yet her nutritional problem continue to be 
formidable. Mal-nutrition is still one of critical 
issues determining national development. Nutrition and 
health education should be considered as an investment 
in human resource development. Mass literacy and lack 
of nutrition education may be traced as twin problems. 
50/^  of women belonged to low socio-economic status. 
More than half of women 65% were neoliterate and 18% 
were secondary passed. 17% of women were from category 
of illiterate group. 
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-,-,-, POLICY 
106. HNS. New education policy. Hindustan Times. 60, 274; 
1985, October, 4; 9. 
New education policy is on the anvil. At the 
recently concluded conference of the State Education 
Ministers, the Prime Minister called for fundamental 
changes, to build character foster values, strengthen 
nationalism and to prepare the country for the fast 
changes taking place in the outside world. By scrapping 
the barrel, he announced 1,500 crores for the 
development of human resources, mainly for education. 
The education policy for tomorrow must have four basic 
contents ethical, social, academic and vocational. 
Emphasis is on vocational orientation of education. It 
should be possible to accomodate trainees from rural 
areas. The girls are being discriminated against in 
education when you educate the man you educate a person 
but when you educate a women you educate entire family. 
Selective education must provide equal, if not 
prevential, opportunities to girls. 
-,-,-, POST LITERACY CAMPAIGNS 
107. POST LITERACY campaign aids in many states. Times of 
India. 159, 224; 1996, September, 20; 7. 
Post literacy campaigns (PLCS) of government 
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have been successfully completed in entire states of 
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and Rajasthan and 
Pondicherry. Today PLCS are in 166 districts of 
country. After completion of total literacy phase in 
districts, post literacy campaign (PLC) was launched 
for a period of two years, which was meant for 
consolidation of literacy skills acquired by learners 
during total literacy phase. Subsequent phase of PLC 
consist of self directed continuing education through 
library service, news papers, group discussions and 
other activities such as skill development and 
vocational training. PLC happ neo literates to acquire 
skill to improve their economic status and general well 
being and to imbibe in their values of national 
integration, conservation of environment, women's 
equality, observance of small family nsorms. Under this 
education of illiterate women is done. Revised Scheme 
National Literacy Mission for neo-literates coming up 
in districts after completion of two years of PLC. 
-,-,-, PRIMARY 
108. REDDY (V N ) . Gross enrolment, dropout and non-enrolment 
ratios in India: A state level analysis. Journal of 
Educational Planning and Administration. 9, 3; 1995, 
July; 229-54. 
40°/ of girls were enrolled at primary level in 
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rural India during 1986-87. States with higher gross 
enrolment ratios for girls are Kerala (94) Tamil Nadu 
(77) Haryana (69) Maharashtra (69) Gujarat (66) Punjab 
(62). As per NSSO data about 74% girls were enrolled at 
primary level in urban Indiiia's during 1986-87.. Smaller 
gender disparity in gross enrolment ratios at primary 
level in urban areas as compared to rural areas. Step 
wise regression analysis indicates that the literacy 
rate with education level primary and above among 
adults in age group 15-44 years is the dominant 
significant explanatory variables explaining about 77% 
of inter-state variation in gross enrolment ratios of 
girls at primary level. Gender disparities in gross 
enrolment ratios both at primary and upper primary 
level in urban areas are smaller as compared with those 
in rural areas. 
-,-,-,-, DROPOUTS 
109. MUKHOPADHYAY (Arun). Literacy drive: New thrust in 
primary education. Statesman. 136, 206; 1995, 
September, 1; 8. 
UNESCO's document 'Education for all states and 
trends'. 1993 shows that net enrolment rate of primary 
school going children in India at present is 66% that 
the rate of enrolment of girls in primary schools is 
much lower than that of boys is a common phenomenon in 
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all third world countries. In India the ratio is 3:2 
boys and girls. District primary education project DPEP 
in 1994-95 will cover 43 districts. DPEP is very 
important and council component of plan of action on 
education for all. In India in the field of primary 
education at large government plan to ensure cent 
percent age specific net enrolment and zero percent 
dropout by 2000 AD. Total literacy campaign and post 
literacy campaign are still in complete at all India 
level. 
-,-,-,-,-, MAHARASHTRA 
110. RAMANAMMA (A) and BAMBAWALE (Usha). Sociological 
implications of school dropouts in Maharashtra. Social 
Change. 8, 1; 1978, March; 29-36. 
The rate of growth of literacy is an important 
indicator of progressive development of a society. In 
Maharashtra the general literacy rate of the population 
has increased considerably, the dropout rate has not 
shown, a marked reduction. It is perceived that even 
though women's education has received considerable 
impetus (coupled with compulsory primary education) yet 
girls maintain the difference in total number, because 
of their marriages at early in life. The causes for 
school dropouts could be due to physiological 
comprising of (intelligence of child, external 
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constraints, widening gap in knowledge) socio-economic. 
(Sociological, cultural, economic) Educational (school 
system (internal constraints). 
-,-,-, PROBLEMS 
111. SHARMA (Vijay K). Caged bird rearing to break shackles. 
Indian Book Cronicle. 20, 12; 1995, December; 1-3 
Girl child is almost never a child, She is a 
miniature women, child bride, child wife, even a child 
widow. Girls should be educated. Education institutions 
should take up active programme for women's 
development. Specially in the field of education. Women 
should be given equal status. In defence of girl child, 
advocating no discrimination in her upbringing 
education and training. 
-,-,-, RIGHTS', PREGNANT STUDENTS 
112. RAMASESHAN (Geeta). Law and you: Rights of pregnant 
students. University Today. 15, 19; 1995, October, 1; 
2. 
Maternity Benefit Act which deals only with 
women employees recognises the right of maternity 
benefit only for a maximum period of 12 weeks of which 
not more than 6 weeks should precede the date of 
women's expected delivery. Act spli-^ s up maternity 
benefit to two periods viz.. pre-natadL and post-natoJ.. 
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No doubt the judgement is restricted only to the right 
of a pregnant women student and does not concern itself 
with the right of pregnant employees which are 
considered quite adequate. Observing that the 
University of Madras is a creature of statute that can 
make provisions for granting leave to girl students, if 
they get married during the period of study and lose 
their minimum attendence, the judgement noted. It is 
high time that the regulations that have been framed by 
university are modified taking into consideration such 
situations where women students are married during the 
last course of their career and due to pregnancy they 
may not be in a position to attend and complete the 
course. In such cases, if women students have completed 
the minimum attendance, it is always open to the 
university to condone the attendance by payment of 
condonation fee and allow the women candidates to 
appear for the examination. 
-,-,-, SCHEDULED CASTES 
113. SRIVASTAVA (NK) and RAMSHANKAR. Impact of adult 
education on scheduled caste women. Indian Journal of 
Adult Education. 53, 2; 1992, April-June; 61-71. 
Education is treated as most influential factor 
in process of human resource development and it in turn 
acts as an instrument of social change. Awareness of 
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eradication of illiteracy has been created world wide 
by celebrating year 1990 as 'International Literacy 
Year'. Problem of elliteracy is more severe in 
developing countries like India. In India caste system 
is deep rooted,a ge old and extremely powerful and it 
influences almost all activities in society. Scheduled 
caste people have still a long way to go to even up 
with educational development of other countries. 
Programme was transformed into National Literacy 
Mission (NLM) with renewed thrust, renewed sense of 
urgency and with an impassion to wipe it out within a 
specific period of time. Scheduled caste illiterate are 
being covered on priority basis under adult education 
programme. 
-,-,-,--, TAMIL NADU 
114. NAGARAJAN (N) . Literacy status of scheduled castes in 
Tamil Nadu: Some issues. Educational Review. 100, 8; 
1994, August; 120-4. 
Since Independence, Government of India has been 
providing a member of concessions to scheduled caste 
persons in field economic status. Under constitutional 
provision state governments within their resources have 
been directed to promote their educational development. 
Analysing rates of literacy of scheduled caste 
population in Tamil Nadu during 1981-1991, it could be 
observed that literacy rate is raising in all 
190 
districts. Progress of literacy among them during 
1981-91 shows a positive results and huge disparity 
between male and female continued to exist. Rate of 
raising female literacy in rural areas is higher than 
urban area. But female literacy rate of scheduled 
castes in rural area is still depressingly low. There 
is also large difference between rural and urban 
literacy rates of scheduled castes which still 
continued to exist. 
-,-,-, SECONDARY 
115. RAJNI KUMAR. Secondary education for girls: The what 
and the how. Education Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, 
January; 31-3. 
About 30% girls are receiving secondary and 
about 12% senior secondary education. First priority is 
to get millions of girls from tribal and backward areas 
and from weaker sections of society enrolled at primary 
level. Educated mothers can also help in maintaining 
and improving their children's health, thereby 
decreasing infant mortality, and with a more 
enlightened approach to family planning, play their 
role in reducing population growth. National Committee 
and Education Commissions have come out strongly in 
favours of an undifferential curriculum for boys and 
girls. Vocational isation of secondary education was an 
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important recommendation of education commission but it 
has never been given attention it deserves, nor have 
adequate funds ever been allocated for purpose. 
-,-,-, SOCIAL CHANGE 
115. VERMA (Jyoti). Women education: A media of social 
change. Yojna. 19, 2; 1989, June; 18-23. 
Education can help advocate right choices for 
moving ahead in life for highly educated women. 
Education has been a means of personal growth and 
emancipation and for many a motivation for changing 
them into gents of social change. Women scientists and 
social scientists, advocationists, women in legal 
profession, women as politicians, administration, 
social workers, sports, women, philanth ropists and 
learned religious leaders all are a case in point. 
Education of women means education for nation. For any 
social change to become a reality it has to be seen in 
women's conviction that they are equal partners in 
social and economic development of the society. 
-,-,-, SOCIO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
117 BHANDARI (RK). Educational development of women. 
Education Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, January; 12-4. 
Besides providing for equal rights and 
privileges for women constitution of India provides for 
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adopting special measures for their advancement so that 
their status is raised in society and they become equal 
partners. With men in social, economic and political 
activities of country. Various legislation's have been 
enacted from time to time since independence. For 
raising social status of women. Five year plans had 
special emphasis for advancement of women in all 
sectors. In field of education special importance of 
educational development of women can hardly be 
emphasied. Full development of human resources, 
improvement of homes and for moulding character of 
children during their most impressionable years of 
infancy, education of women is of special significance. 
Besides development of education, women can assist 
greatly in reducing fortility rate in country and 
consequently population problem which is one of major 
causes of ill of our country. 
-,-,-, TECHNICAL TRAINING 
118. EDUCATION AND training: A double edged instrument. 
Social Welfare. 32, 2; 1985, May; 11-2. 
Discusses about illiteracy and education of 
women in India. About 60 percent of the approximately 
800 million adult illiterates in developing countries 
today are women. Gender differences persist among 
illiterates, especially because the lower enrolment 
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ratios for girls at the elementary level increase the 
number of illiterate women. Developing countries have 
been experiencing great problems in education, 
reflected in poor material basis and functional 
difficulties, in sometimes alarming dropout levels, in 
the fall that a substantial proportion of children are 
unable to read and write even after going to primary 
school for four or five years etc. Women are still 
mostly employed in traditional and informal sectors 
where there has been a lower level of technological and 
information support. To enable women to participate 
actively in all spheres of economic and social life 
vocational and professional training must be further 
developed. 
-,-,-,--, KERALA 
119. SHILAJA (S) and JAYARAMIAH (KM). Training needs of farm 
women in Kerala. Indian Journal of Adult Education. 53, 
2; 1992, April-June; 45-8. 
Agriculture is a family occupation. Women in 
these families are partners in crop and food production 
as managers, decision makers and skilled farm workers. 
As per project report of Department of Agriculture 
Kerala (1986) one of main reason for wide gap between 
expected field and actual field obtained by farmers is 
attributed to inadequate involvement of ' women in 
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transfer of technology. It is therefore imperative that 
rural women will have to be kept abreast of 
technological advances in field of agriculture to help 
them maximise productivity of crop and live stock. Any 
effort to increase crop production in Kerala therefore 
necessitates continuous cooperation and active 
involvement of rural women in agriculture. Rural women 
must be given training on latest technological advances 
to help them improve their technical skill and maximise 
production and improve their income. Participatory 
training is one of the best method to get full 
participation of women in development process. 
Agricultural education and training courses help a lot. 
-,-,-, TECHNOLOGY, RURAL AREA 
120. SETHI (Nishi) and SINGHAL (Savita). Constraints 
affecting adoption of selected drudgery reducing house-
hold technologies by Rural Women. Indian Journal of 
Adult Education. 54, 4; 1993, October-December; 36-40. 
Thiough increasing responsible for family's 
economic welfare women tend to be denied access to new 
technology relegating them to low productivity levels 
and low status. Through varied types of drudgery 
reducing technologies have been evolved yet their 
acceptability is very slow particularly among rural 
women about new technologies or due to some socio-
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economic constraints. Main constraints faced by women 
were lack of resources and lack of knowledge in use and 
maintenance of technologies. There is also a need for 
imparting training and educating women, follow up 
programmes regarding their use and maintenance. Repair& 
maintenance service need to be provided. 
-,-,-, TRIBALS, CHILD CARE, KANKE 
121. PANDE (Manju). Child care modernity in tribals of 
Kanke. Social Change. 20, 3; 1990, September; 80-91. 
Two hundred tribals from the villages of Kanke 
block were selected by a stratified random sampling, 
based on 4 age groups (15-24, 25-34, 35-44 and 45-54 
years) x 2 sexes (male x female). From each of the 
eight strata 25 cases were selected randomly. Personal 
Data Questionnaire and Child Care Modernity and to 
examine the influence of age and sex on child Care 
Modernity of the sample sub groups. Results indicate: 
the socio-economic status of the sample was very low, 
the extent of child care modernity was low and female 
more modern than the males on child care modernity. 
Education of women is needed to improve the health and 
status of children. The child care educational 
materials would help in educating women. The 
educational material should be audio-visual in nature 
and suited to the illiterate/semi-illiterate tribal 
population. 
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-,-,-, URBAN AREA 
122. JACOB (A). Education for women and girls today in 
cities in India. Education Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, 
January; 11-3. 
Majority of women fall below poverty line. 
Today's situation is serious one with increasing poverty 
of a growing population. With a very low purchasing 
power they live in a perpetual state of being undprfed 
and malnutrition prevails all around. Majoirty of 
these women and girls are in bondage today with burden 
of early marriage, two many children and effort to make 
two ends meet. In developing countries role of 
education in economic development and social 
modernisation assumes great significance. Quality of 
education has still to improve. Education is to be must 
for all, even a smattering of it, this vast majority 
must have in every jhuggi and jhopri, space provided a 
shelter built and very basic facilities brought to 
them, immediately by states so that workers in non-
formal education project can function with some decency 
and order. 
-,-,-, VICHARDDAYA 
123. KUTTY (Aley). Vicharodaya:An experiment in women's 
education. Social Welfare. 33, 12; 1987, March; 20-3. 
Discusses about the education in Vicharedaya 
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College which is one of the many programmes of the 
Ecumenical Christian Centre White field, Bangalore,one 
of the most imaginative experiments in education in our 
country. The education in this aims at motivating 
graduate women for purposeful and responsible living by 
involving them in direct social action in the 
neighbouring villages. They had 10 sessions with 
students coming from all parts of India, and a few 
other countries like Japan and Philippines. This 
residential course is a mini exploration into the human 
realm. A unique feature of the Vicharodaya is that most 
of the decisions regarding the actual running of the 
course are through student committees such as workshop, 
entertainment village work, gardening and hostel 
committees. 
-,-,-, VOCATIONAL, GOVERNMENT POLICY, RURAL AREA 
124. SHAH (Beena). Rural women and technology: Constraints 
and prospects. University News. 33, 13; 1995, 4-8, 14. 
Status of women varies from country to country 
and even within country it varies with the variation of 
locality (urban/rural), religion and caste/community. 
After independence the need to encourage education for 
women in general and higher education in particular has 
been recognised. All recommendations of commissions and 
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committees and policies formulated after independence 
also laid due emphasis on women's education. The 
revised programme of Action 1992 (of the National 
Policy 1986) spells out strategies of women's access to 
vocational, technical and professional education to 
promote their participation in non traditional and 
emergent courses at all levels. Actions by both central 
and state governments have been envisaged to encourage 
the participation oif- girls in the emergent areas of 
vocational, technical and professional courses. All 
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has 
formulated separate schemes for promoting technical 
education for women handicapped and the weaker 
sections of society. Agricultural technology is one 
among many socio-cultural and political constraints for 
women s employment in rural areas Rural women should 
be encouraged and trained to cultivate fast growing 
trees for fooder, fiber, fuel, dairying poultry 
pisicuoture agriculture, semi-culture agro foresting 
biomass productions. 
-,-,-, VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
125. RAMKUMAR (Usha). Vocational training* An experience in 
development of values. University News. 33 37; 1995 
September 1: 9-14. 
Vocational schools have been accepted by the 
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society and community as schools which help children to 
get acquainted with the world of work or occupation or 
profession which they would take up later on in their 
life. The Indian Education Commission of 1882 
recommended that secondary school courses should be 
introduced which would prepare boys for industrial or 
commercial earees. The commission observed that female 
education is still in an extremely backward condition 
and it need to be fostened in every legitimate way and 
gave impetus to girls education. ITIS and polytechnics 
for women should be organized, which offer suitable 
courses leading to jobs or set employment. Secondary 
Education Commission (1952-53) felt that girls 
education needed much attention. Female dominated 
courses are mostly service related. In reports on 
vocationalization of higher secondary stage education, 
it was pointed out that there should be specific course 
introduced for girls. Some significant resolutions/ 
recommendations were made during second five year plan 
1959. 
126. SRIVASTAVA (Sameeta). New approaches to vocational 
training for women. Social Welfare. 34, 6; 1987, 
September; 2-3. 
To make rural women aware about herself, the 
forces that influence her life, her fast changing 
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environment and all its related problems, the shift in 
prionties and the ability to face these challenges. The 
CSWB conducted an extensive review of vocational 
training programme in consultation with NIEPA and some 
expert voluntary agencies. The Central Social Welfare 
Board (CSWB) has tried to put its finger on the 
quickened pulse rate of the emerging Indian women and 
revitalised its own Vocational Training (VT) programmes 
to suit her needs. Started in 1975, the vocational 
training programme of the CSWB, provided training in 
selected vocations so as to equip needy women with 
skills which would enable them to earn through self-
employment. A variety of courses such as cutting, 
tailooring, embroidery, typing, book keeping, 
accountancy, radio and television mechanics, 
photography para medical training, handloom weaving and 
the like were offered to the trainees. The principal 
objective of the vocational training scheme is to 
impart training to women, particularly of the deprived 
sections of society and the rural areas, with a view to 
empowering them to become economically self reliant, 
CSWB contemplates that the courses would be 
classified into two categories, namely those vocations 
which will train women for self employment and 
secondly, those which will prepare for wage employment. 
Vocational training programmes for the rural women have 
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so far been generally restricted to 'sewing-cutting-
tailoring courses. Author emphasizes the importance of 
creating new avenues of vocational training for the 
rural women and outlines the role of CSWB in this 
change. 
-,-,-,--, RURAL AREAS 
127. CHOUDARY (KR). Through small entrepreneurship. Social 
Welfare. 33, 5; 1986, August; 17-8. 
Discusses about education, training and 
motivation of rural women. Women brought into the 
cooperative field to form a viable cooperative society 
to take up activities such as dairy farming screen 
printing and scores of other occupations. To promote 
entrepreneurship among women on small scale, the 
Government of India launched a special programme called 
Women Development Agency in 1980. The main thrust of 
the programme is the involvement of the rural people at 
various levels, functionaries and institutions in 
bringing this type of programme closer to the people, 
in reducing the credibility gap between the project 
functionaries and the beneficiaries to ensure that the 
benefits of the programme really to the desening 
sections of the community. 64 Mahila Mandal in every 
gram panchayat has been taken as a unit, through which 
202 
the welfare and economic schemes for women can be 
processed. Women development agency organises training 
camps to educate motivate, train them (1981, 1982), 
Women Development Agency provides to organise some 
income generating welfare schemes for the unemployed 
women in these villages. 
- -, EMANCIPATION 
128. CHANDRASEKHAR 1[Maragatham). Participation in the main-
stream of life. Social Welfare. 3?, 2; 1985 May: 6-7. 
Excerpts from the welcome address delivered at 
the inaugural session of the conference of non-aligned 
and other developing countries on the Role of Women in 
Development held in New Delhi on l^th April 1'^8'^  One 
of the most important task before us is to inculcate 
the spirit of confidence and the desire amongst women 
to achieve their own potential. In words of Prime 
Minister Indira ^andhi "Women s emancipation or 
equality is part of our general development plan but 
government action can be neither effective nor adequate 
unless women themselves become more aware of their 
rights and the corresponding responsibilities. Equal 
status of women should be gained by educating them, 
spirit of confidence in them. Cooperation of men is 
essential for achieving equal status. 
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129. MENON (Laxmi). Emancipation of women. University News. 
27, 23; 1989, June, 5; 6-10. 
Lecture series in the name of Kasturba Gandhi on 
the subject 'Emancipation of Women's has been 
instituted with an endowment of Rs 20,000/- donated to 
the SNDT Women's University by Dr. Shankar Dayal 
Sharma, Vice President of India in September 1987. 
Laxmi Menon delivered the inaugural lecture is the 
Chairman of All India Committee for Eradication of 
illiteracy among women. Education which is the surest 
means of emancipation is not available to large masses 
of women in our country. After independence national 
average of 24.847 women's literacy is achieved. Our 
constitution in Article 29(2) mentions also special 
provisions for the advancement of women the movement 
for emancipation can be realised by women themselves 
with education and growing awareness. 
-,-,-, GANDHIAN MOVEMENT 
130. MATTHAI (Thomas). Mahatma Gandhi and women s 
emancipation. Social Welfare. 32, 12 1986, March; 6-7. 
Discusses Mahatma Gandhi's view on women's 
education, position of women, women's rights. Gandhi 
like Marx opposed a rigid distinction between the 
social roles of men and women. Women their training in 
basic vocational skills, equal pay for equal work, the 
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right to vote and to be elected etc. all discussed in 
the article. The most spectacular and in many ways the 
most fundamental social change that the Candhian 
Movement effected in India is in respect of the 
position of women. More than what Gandhi said about 
women, the method he used to bring them out of their 
homes is relevant today to ensuring the equality of 
women. 
-,-, EMPLOYMENT 
131. BETTER DEAL for working women. Democratic World. 24, 14; 
1995, July, 31; 18-9. 
Discusses study sponsored by National Commission 
for Women which has looked into current status of 
lower middle and middle income group in the urban areas 
of Delhi, has come up with a series of suggestions to 
help reduce the stress and strain placed on working 
women and to enable them to participate in the 
workforce more happily. It has suggested creation of 
facilities like day care centres near the work place. 
In urgent need to provide 'Ladies Special' buses for 
working women during peak office hours. Taking note of 
the double work load on women. Study has said that 
there should be special consideration regarding their 
working hours. Recommended that du-cby hours of working 
women be reduced by one hour daily and those working 
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six days a week should get two days off in a week. 
There is a need to regulate the working days per women 
to enable them to cope with their pending household 
work. 
132. JAIN (Devaki). Development theory and practice: 
Insights from women's experience. University News. 25 
27; 1990, July, 7; 1454-5. 
Findings and ideas emerging from women's 
experience makes effort of bringing women into planning 
process, integrating women into development, earmarking 
funds and schemes for women making women visible appear 
trivial. The women had to be educated and made more 
aware of their rights and the facilities available or 
that more funds to be blocked for women functionaries 
and women's programmes. Women have formed themselves 
into union of selfemployed workers. SEWA (self employed 
Women's Association) organising in Ahmedabad. 
133. JOHN (Usha). Making women self supporting. Education 
Quarterly. 34, 1-4; 1982, January; 14-9. 
There are some 70 million working women in 
country today. Women are engaged in a variety of 
gainful activities in industries ranging from iron and 
steel textiles, pharmaceuticals and electrical goods 
from engineering and management to regional urban 
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designing and housing. Educational opportunities which 
women took advantage of set a new era in social 
progress sole of mass media in education of illiterate 
was significant. Employment facildsities with a range 
of skilled creative administrative and academic jobs 
available for women have also contributed to economic 
emancipation of women. Social reforms in post 
independence era brought an increased awareness about 
discrimination and injustice which women had faced. 
Educated Indian women are now taking up jobs not only 
when they are hard pressed by economic necessity but 
also in other socio-psychological situations. Opening 
of new vistas for women is primarily reflected in an 
increase in job opportunities for educated women. 
134. PRASAD (Gitanjali). At the cross roads. Hindustan Times 
62, 202: 1985, September, 22; 5. 
Today modern women torn between her duty towards 
her home and children and her own aspirations and 
ambitions. Educated Indian women who is married and has 
children today stands at a cross roads of sorts. On one 
hand is path of traditionalism. On other hand she works 
under a double harness of motherhood and career. Surely 
happiest sotlution would be for society, employer, 
whether it is government or private agency to realise 
special requirements of employee who is wife and mother 
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and try to accomodate them. And this means much more 
than just maternity leave. 
135. SRIVASTAVA (Vinita). Education, marriage and work: 
Employment of educated married women in India, its 
causes and consequences. Indian Book Chronicle. 4 23; 
1979, December, 1; 413-4. 
Education of women received attention mainly 
after independence. One of the objective of women's 
education was to bring women at par with the men folk 
in all walk of life. Attitudes of men towards 
employment of women. Some women withdraw from job after 
a certain age (46). Probably it is level of education 
which makes both husband and wife opt for a small 
family, irrespective of employment. Employment change 
the life style and economic and social status of women. 
136. STUDY SEES decline in women's employment. Hindustan 
Times. 62, 258; 1985, September. 18; 7. 
Women get education and get employed in various 
organisations. Job market for women, particularly in 
urban areas, is shrinking at an alarming rate, 
according to National Federation of Women. Urban women 
were being displaced, from employment at an alarming 
rate. Labour Ministry's study on employment of women in 
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selected industries revealed falling trend in 
industries in which women were traditionally employment 
in large numbers. Cotton textiles industry 
proportionate employment of women had steadily decline 
since 1951. Inadequate data however revealed that rate 
of unemployment among women after 1966-67 had 
increased. In agriculture sector about 3.8 million 
women were totally unemployed and 15.2 million moderate 
unemployed. 
137. WELLINGTON (Elizabeth Elliott) Colleges for women move 
ahead. Progressive Education. 5, 1; 1979, January-
March; 28-34. 
In our own country men by many thousands are 
performing tasks most completely feminine, while women 
have so far invaded occupations of men that in long 
list of employment reported by census. Women to raise 
million rupees for international fellowships and 
scholarships. In fact world wide educatio of 
university women which was organised in 1921 is itself 
on expression of it. Two developments of the last ten 
years in which men's and women's colleges both 
participate, but in which women have led; are first, 
extension of privileges of academic education to hand 
workers, continuous of privileges of collegiate 
education to alumni or alumnae of their institutions. 
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Adi'lt education movement- is one of amazing phenomena of 
modern life 
138 WOMEN AS entrepreneurs. Social Welfare. 33 1^ _5 I^S?, 
March) 2-?. 
Discusses women a developmen^, education^i"depen-
dent economic means. Main constrains in women-'s 
development are social prejudices;, low level of 
education ^ family responsibilities and lack of 
independent economic means . Government has taken a 
number of steps to promote employment of women. 
Ministry <^f Labour has set up an Advisory Committee in 
20 statess and union territories for creation of 
employment opportunities for women under the Equal 
Remuneration Act of 1976. Mahila Mandals and other 
voluntary organisations are being encouraged to take up 
socio-economic programmes for providing jobs and self 
employment. In consonance with governments endeavour to 
foster the development of entrepreneurship among women 
the small Industries Development Organisation in 
Department of Industrial Development has been 
encouraging women entrepreneurs to take up small scale 




139. GURPUR (RP). Lighting the spark of economic independence, 
Feraina. 34, 26; 1993, November, 8; 144. 
In a small village near Bangalore rural women 
are being encouraged to learn vocations that will make 
them economically independent and thus improve their 
status and living conditions. Economic backwardness had 
made life unbearable for its citizens and the situation 
for women was even worse. Life was a long dark tunnel, 
until a unique service centre began functioning in 
August 1990. Rural Women Self Employment (RUWSETI) aims 
at training at least 3000 women in five year period for 
which the project has been initially funded by the 
National Fund for Rural Development (NFRD) on a 1.72 
acre plot on the high way from Bangalore to Karnakapura 
lies the institute.one of the several rural development 
project* undertaken by Canara Bank Platinum Jublee 
Rural Development Trust (CBPJRDT). They were trained in 
skills 
work oriented /like tailoring and pupet making) 
their existing agricultural skills were upgifad°d(animal 
husbandry, growing vegetables, fruits etc.) while some 
were trained in informative skills like health care, 
saving and banking habits. Harohalli project seems to 
be catching free as more and more people are looking at 
this project for inspiration. 
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-,-,-, GENDER INEQUALITY 
140. SWAMINATHAN (Padmini). Development experiences in 
India: Gendered perspectives on industrial growth, 
employment and education. Social Scientist. 22, 2-4; 
1994, March-April; 60-92. 
India is one of few countries where women's 
share of employment in more modern sectors has actually 
decreased as growth in female agricultural employment 
out placed female job creation in remainder of economy. 
Dominance of technology today and its direct 
relationship to formal education has sharpened, 
significance of debates surrounding inequities in 
women's educational access and achievement on one hand, 
and on other structure and ideology of science and 
knowledge in general latter being currently shaped by 
priorities of production system rather than by wider 
social needs. Educational quality of population in 
general and of women and female children in particular 
as depicted by official data sources. It is clear that 
rate of illiteracy and gender difference in educational 
level are greatest in rural and particularly among 
scheduled caste and scheduled tribe women. 
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-,-,-, HIMACHAL PRADESH 
141. VIRENDER KUMAR. Women's employment in Himachal Pradesh: 
Some reflections. Yojana. 38, 17; 1994, September, 30; 
26-8 
1975-85 declared women's decade. Initially the 
research studies were confined to the social aspects of 
women's status. Keeping in view the scanty literature 
on the role of women in hill economies. Present article 
attempts to study changes in the pattern of women's 
employment in Himachal Pradesh over the 1981-91 period. 
Level of female participation (as total worker) was 
much higher in HP as compared to that at the country 
level. The period 1981-91 observed an increase of about 
1.50X in female employment in other workers category in 
HP whereas there was a marginal decline at the country 
level. 
-,-,-, HOUSEHOLD INDUSTRY 
142. NIGAM (Nomita). Women in household industry: Emerging 
trends and issues. Social change. 22, 2; 1992, June; 
40-5. 
An attempt is made to examine role of women as 
household workers, engaged in manufacturing activities, 
concepts and types of Household Industry are reviewed. 
The census data are used in the paper to highlight 
growth inter-state disparities, work participation rate. 
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sex ratio in the manufacturing, processing and repair 
operation of household industry. Education is one of 
the important indicator of development. This indicator 
amongst the household women worker is very low. Even 
though education is free upto secondary level due to 
household rresponsibilities, specially looking after 
the younger siblings and assisting the mother in 
domestic chores only 24.1% of women are literate as 
against 47X men. Organising these workers and providing 
them with services in the area of education and 
training are extremely important in ameliorating their 
condition and improving their status. 
-,-,-, INFLUENCING, CHILD DEVELOPMENT, HARYANA 
143. GHOSH (Arun Kumar). Women's productive work and child 
development: Haryana experience. Yojana. 4, 6; 1996, 
June, 30-3; 40-1. 
In industrialized coudntries it was positively 
correlated with lower birth rates among higher and 
middle income groups. In development countries, the 
relationship between women's work and fertility often 
shows varied results because of involvement of other 
factors such as education, rural urban residence, 
tradition, modern occupation etc. Mother's work has a 
positive effect on child nutritional status. The 
interest in relationship between women's work and 
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fertility was extended to field of public health and 
child development. There was an inverse relationship 
between female labour force participation and fertility 
behaviour. 
-,-,-, KERALA 
144. RESIABEGUM (S) and SARANGADHARAN (M). Female entrepren-
eurship in Kerala. Yojana. 38, 10; 1994, June, 15; 
29-30. 
A large majority of Indian women, the highest 
motivation for work is indeed sheer economic necessity. 
Among the educated and highly educated of them, 
strongest, motivation for starting their own business 
is desire of independence, satisfaction and 
achiievement rather than economic and social 
compulsion. Kerala is only state where women dominate 
men in numbers. Female literacy rate in Kerala (86.13) 
is also above national rate (39.29). Entry of women in 
entrepreneurial field is a recent phenomenon in the 
state of Kerala. Women entrepreneurs in Kerala have 
started owing chemical units, engineering units and 
computer service centres. Emergence of women 
entrepreneurs in Kerala, it seems has been an outcome 
of encouragement they got from their family members get 
self employed, by availing themselves of preferences 
and concessions extended by government departments and 
agencies. 
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-,-,-, PROBLEMS, URBAN ART 
145. SAUMITRA MOHAN. Problems of urban working women in 
India. Third Concept. 10, 13; 1996, July; 11-3. 
S-^'nce 1947 much has changed in these 40 years but 
change in status of women is one of remarkable ones. 
Today to competesith men to assert themselves for their 
rights, to crave out a niche for themselves in social 
heria-rchy and to get them a place in sun, women of 
India have come out in open and are speaking their guts 
out to achieve the same. Working women has often to 
cope with a tight schedule of duties as she has to 
maintain a fundimbul istic balance between her outside 
and inside roles. In comparison to men women have 
generally to work on two fronts, i.e. domestic as well 
as offices. Male society would have to replace its 
present mental matrix with new one more favourable 
towards urban working women. Men must help women in her 
domestic chores as men in west do. 
-,-,-, PUBLIC SECTOR UNDERTAKINGS 
146. BHARDWAJ (ALKA) and CHUNDER (Rina). Private trumphs of 
women in the public sector. Famina. 34, 8; 1993, 
September, 23; 7-17. 
Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) are better 
than the private sector. Women holding high posts in 
public sector undertakings, as managers, executives and 
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doctors. They have found job satisfaction financial 
security and a channel to fulfil. Their ambitions, 
exploding the myth that private sector undertakings are 
better pay masters and offer more opportunities than 
the PSUS. PSUs here chalked out specifc strategies with 
well defined roles to encourage women's employment and 
at the same time achieve both a social and national 
goal. When it comes to officer's grade, there is a 
sudden sharp drop in proportiion of women. Greatest 
cause of resentment in PSU is undue advantages given to 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. When a junior 
officer belonging to SC/ST category has a bad report. 
She is promoted out of turn superseding her superiors. 
In all PSU organisations there has been an increase of 
20-30 percent in the number of women over the last two 
or three years. 
-,-,-, RURAL AREA 
147. LAXMIDEVI (KR). Employment and income generation for 
rural women. Yojana. 38, 5; 1994, March, 31; 24-7. 
Emphasis is given in education of women and 
their employment. Inspite of rapid social and 
technological progress and increase n the level of 
literacy and educaton, unemployment still continues to 
be tbe most baffling problem and the Indian economy has 
to face the scope and potentialities of schemes like 
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IRUP and Jawahar Rozgar Yojna becomes important in this 
context. Special programmes for the generation of 
income and employment in the rural areas like SFDA, 
CADP etc. have been the hall mark of our five year plan 
since the fifth plan. 30% quota reserved for women 
under the IRDP. Equally or more important is the need 
to have specific development programmes for women in 
the rural areas. It is a fact that the status of women 
in Kerala is far better than their counterparts else 
where in the country. 
- , - , EMPOWERME?rr 
148. JAIN (Devaki). 33% solutions: women in power, the idea 
is to change power equations. Times of -India. 158, 217; 
1996, September, 22; 16. 
Issue of positive discrimination in favour of 
oppressed such as dalits and women as a means of 
redressing in justice done to them has been a 
contentious one in India for many decades. First report 
of committee set up to examine and report on status of 
women in India in 1975. Empowerment of marginalised 
'Classes or categories even though artificial mechanism 
of reservation, would allow them to express, however in-
adequately, their demand for justice women in local 
bodies have shown that they know what power and 
policies is all about, however, illustrate and ignorant 
218 
they may be. Women especiallythose directly confronting 
rough edge of inequaliy in traditional society and 
modern politics are ready to take their place i,» power 
structure. Women world wide are opting for quota system 
with all its odium and risks. Underlying hope is that 
reservation for women will give world and India too, a 
new kind of politics under a new leadership. 
149. PILLAI (JK). Strategies for empowerment of women. 
Universty News. 27, 23; 1989, June, 5; 1-2. 
Empowerment is a multidimensional process, which 
should enable individuals or a group of individuals to 
realise their full identity and powers in all spheres 
of life. It consists of greater access to knowledge and 
resources, greater anatomy in decision making to enable 
them to have greater ability to plan their lives, or 
have greater control over the circumstances that 
influence their lives and free them from shackles 
imposed on them by custom, belief and practice. 
Generally, development with justice is expected to 
generalised forces that leads to empowerment of various 
sections of population in a country and to raise their 
status. Discrimination of women from womb to tomb is 
well known. Discusses the Natonal Perspective Plan for 
Women 1988-2000 AD (1988) whcih has made a free, frank 
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and objectve analysis of the impact of developmental 
plan and programmes of Indian women, with special 
reference to rural women, gives us the profile of women 
in India. There is continued inequality and 
vulnerability of women in all sectors - economic, 
social political, education, health care, nutritionand 
legal. We all agree that women should have higher 
literacy and education, better care of health for 
herself and her children, higher age at marriage 
acceptance of a small famly norm, greater work 
participation in modernised sector, no dependence on 
male etc. Universities and colleges play great role in 
empowerment. Government may offer welfare schemes for 
women. They may float anti poverty programmes. They may 
launch projects for their uplift. 
150. SEN (Mohit). Are all really equal before law. National 
Herald. 23, 180; 1996, September, 9; 4. 
True, laws and law courts are essential 
ingredients of modern civilization, but complete 
dependency of any civilization on these institutions 
would erode self control from society and particularly 
when these institutions fail because of whatever 
reasons, completely dependent civilization would become 
doubly crisis ridden. Therefore, so far as torture, 
dowry harassment and bride burning cases are concerned. 
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Women must be educated, provided with more rights and 
empowered through education, employment and equity in 
property rights. While these would level their position 
with male partners in long run. Organised movements 
started and managed independently by women at different 
levels can make a lot of difference in short run. 
151. WOMEN'S PLIGHT better after beijing meet. Hindu. 119, 
217; 1996, September, 10; 3. 
There I's no movement on women's issues sweeping 
through Pakistan after fourth world conference on women 
in Beijing last September but things have begun to 
move. In India formulation of a National Policy on 
women as committed at Bei iing Conference was perhaps 
greatest achievement. An increased investment of 6% GDP 
on education by 2000 AD. Universalisation of mother and 
child care programmes through Integrated Child 
Development services scheme education of women 
programmes and setting up a Commissioner for Women's 
Rights were other commitments made by Government last 
year. Goal by National Policy for Empowerment of women 
is to bring about advancement, development and 
empowerment of women. This would be achieved by 
changing social att^tudeand elimination of all forms of 
gender based discrimination and active participation 
of women in all spheres of life. Indian government is 
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also committed to ensure that women fully participate 
in decision making at all levels. South Asia Regional 
Meeting organised by UNIFEM - United Nations 
Development Fund for Women - was in pursuance of 
mandate given by Fourth World Conference on Women. 
152. WOMEN'S SPACE. University-Today. 2, 8; 1996, June, 15; 
2. 
20th century has been trying to identify as well 
as creates space for women. 20th century has also been 
trying for seme time to empower women. 10% have, 30% 
there with a women's right day (30th May) thrown in 
society may be can felt smug about having done its but 
by women. Female foeticide has become a part of general 
assault on a women's space in 20th century India. 
Invasive technologies violate women's biological space 
and put a big question mark on her basic right to her 
body and to life. All dimensions of societal space have 
been used to manipulate and exploit women. 21st century 
is predicted to be the time when women will come into 
their own. Lets hope that this time/space combination 
will be more equitably managed by women than the past 
20th centuries whch have been marked by rise and 
dominance of patriarchal space by consumerism and mass 
commercialism. 
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153. WORLD WOMEN'S meet: Need for empowering women, India's 
Draft. ¥o:iana. 30, 17; 1994, September, 30; 24-5. 
India's draft country paper for the 1995 Fourth 
World Conference on women in BeijIng has called for 
taking counter measures against marginalisation of 
women in the race towards a free market economy by 
expanding social safety nets, gender orientation of 
policy makers, training and re-orientation of social 
attitudes. The draft paper underlines need to redraw 
the development plan from the women's perspective. Some 
of recent women's empowerment measures include 
constitutional amendment for at least one third 
representation of women in all local government bodies, 
establishment of the National Commission for Women, the 
funding of Natonal Credit fund for women, launching of 
the Mahila Samriddhi Yojana and programmes for women's 
legal literacy and gender Sensitisation of 
administrators and the police. Despite improvement in 
health education and employment, draft paper notes with 
concern that women still comprise the largest section 
of population living in absolute poverty. 
-,-,-, ALLAHABAD 
154. Empowering the women of Allahabad. Femina. 36, 5; 1995, 
March, 8; 98. 
City of Allahabad has long been famous for its 
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literacy atmosphere and its role in the independence 
movement. Although Allahabad boasts of a lot of 
cultural organisations, social organisations fighting 
for various causes have come up only recently. Manushi 
Mangal is one such forum which as its name suggests is 
quality and unobtrusively working for the welfare and 
rehabilitation of women. Though it professes to be 
different from others as it tackles day to day issues, 
coordinates with other organisations for rallies, 
seminars etc. Allahabad is a conservative city very few 
women have courage to step out of their homes to fight 
against their in laws or husbands. In villages too the 
same situation prevails though these women are further 
restrained by illiteracy and poverty. Manushi Mangal 
begun to be associated with helping women involved in 
unpleasant issues like dowry and divorce. Poor and 
illiterate women from as far away as Benaras, Handia 
and Pratapgarh came to her for help. Manushi Mangal 
organised poster exhibitions and distributed leaflets 
in Hindi to make more people aware of the atrocities 
being inflicted on women and to help combat them. 
-,-,-, PROGRAMME, RAJASTHAN 
155. SAWHNY (Arti). Women's empowerment and health 
experiences from Rajasthan. Social Scientist. 22, 12; 
1994, September-December; 137-46. 
At turn of twentieth century, fruits of 
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development continue to elude bulk of rural masses. 
While they continue to be gripped in poverty, 
malnutrition, ill health, illiteracy, unemployment, and 
so on, focus of policy planners has now shifted to 
women. Campaigns for female literacy, women's 
awareness, women's empowerment and focusing on gender 
concerns are being increasingly looked upon as crucial 
input for over all development. Rajasthan was first 
state in India to boast of a programme, exclusively for 
empowerment of women. Women's Development Programme 
(WDP) was launched by Government of Rajas than in 1984, 
as part of Sixth Five Year Plan. It aimed to empower 
rural women and integrate them into process of 
mainstream development. 
-,-,-, ROLE OF MEDIA 
156. CHAUDHARY (Neerja). Women have arrived yet have miles 
to go. Pioneeg. 6, 250; 1996, September, 9; 3. 
National Seminar on "Women and Media" underlined 
need for media to act as an empowering tool for women 
and change society's attitude by realistically 
portraying them on screen and focussing on gender 
issues. It was felt that though print- media had 
allocated certain space to women's issues, its 
effectiveness was limited as about 80% of women were 
illiterate. Stating that media attention had already 
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been confined to women in urban areas, either passive 
consumers or as active partcipants in the role of 
writars directors and journalists. Stressed need to 
nnplement law regarding equal rights for women in m edia. 
Only achievements of extra ordinary women received 
attention while incidentslike dowry deaths or gang rape 
rarely made it to front page or editorial column. 
-,-, FEMINISM 
157. PATHAK (Anjit). Feminism, politics of liberation. Link. 
30, 15; 1987, November, 15; 4-6. 
Feminist politics has created a hierarchy of 
enlightened and powerful women and those women 
considered traditional. True feminists come forward, 
speak against irresistible growth of a consumer culture 
and the way it reduces women into commodities. But 
their notion of freedom is still largely conditioned. 
They assure that a women earning sufficient moments is 
necessarily freer than a Roopkunwar or a woman waiting 
for dowry death. Women's freedom it has been argued 
time and again, manifests itself in two realms, economy 
and sexuality. Women liberate themselves from their 
limited domestic world. They come to offices, factories 
and industries they earn money. But in a society where 
there is a primary contraction between the beautiful 
and useful work and art, ability earn money is not 
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particularly promising. The work men do has already 
reduced them into passive functionaries, they have 
alienated themselves from the realm of joy. Creativity 
and spontanity. And now women too are entering the same 
world that is paradox of freedom. 
-,-, FERTILITY, SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTORS 
158. DAS (NP) and PADHIYAR (AC). Model to study the socio-
cultural determinants of fertility: An extension of 
Bongaart's model. Journal of-Family-Welfare. 37, 1-4; 
1991, March; 30-41. 
Discussions on socio-economic and other 
differential in proximate determinants of fertility by 
separating negative or fertility inhibiting and 
positive or fertility enhancing influence of a variable 
on fertility. This is achieved by using an extension of 
decomposition model suggested by Bongaarts for studying 
proximite determinants of fertility. Present model has 
been illustrated using data from 1980 fertility survey 
of rural south Gujarat for explaining observed social 
economic differentials in material fertility through 
its thorough principal determinants namely, 
contraceptive prevalence, practice of induced abortion 
and duration of post partum infecundability -Results 
clearly indicate influence of caste/religion, education 
of husband, education of wife, occupation of husband 
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and animal income of family is explaining fertility 
behaviour of couples. 
-,-, GENDER INEQUALITY 
159. MEHTA (Ankit). Human development towards gender equity. 
Radical Humanist. 60, 5; 1996, August; 22-4. 
Empowerment of women is a sine qua non for 
creating a more egalitarian relation between men and 
women. Development today is human development. Accent 
is on formation of human capabilities such as improved 
health, knowledge and skills and the use to which these 
are put in order to improve the quality of life. It is 
universally accepted that important developmental 
process have by passed women at every stage. Human 
Development Report 1995 presents a gloomy picture on 
the status of women all over the glope. Most striking 
point that the report has made is that there is not a 
single country where women enjoy equality with men. 
Human Development Indexed and gender related 
development index ranking which captures three of the 
most basic capabilities reveal that large segment of 
Indian population lives in abysmal conditions of human 
deprivation. Such low level of human development and 
gender equality for such a large Indian population are 
indeed a sad reflection of poor state of social 
progress in the country. Such low GDI&HDI values in 
India reflect not only extremely low levels of average 
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achievements in human capabilities but also the 
serious problem of gender inequality in Indian 
states. 
160. SANTHANA KRISHNAN (S) and JEEVI ESTHER (R). New 
perspective in women's march towards real equality. 
Educational- Review. 101, 4; 1995, April; 74-6. 
Premable to Constitution of India resolved to 
secure to all its citizens "social, economic and 
political justice, liberty of thought, expression, 
belief, faith and worship, equality of status and 
opportunities, dignity of individual and unity of 
nation. Some of specific directive principles are "free 
and compulsory education for all children upto age of 
fourteen, right to an adequate m eans of livelyhood. 
Equal pay for equal work, maternity relief etc. Indian 
women should be viewed not in isolation, but as part of 
total situation and population. Education has been 
perceived to be a significant instrument in improving 
status of women. Women's voluntary organisations have 
been quite active in taking up many issues like inter 
caste marriage, violence against women, rape, widows 
remarriage, dowry death, separation, sati, 
glorification child marriage, media distortion of 
women's image, problem of working women, gender 
discrimination, virgins test etc and in general created 
229 
awareness among men and women of all levels. It is 
expected that during 21st century women would much 
towards equality in real sense. 
161. WOMEN: THE ungaring inequities and inequalities. Social 
Welfare. 32, 12; 1986, March; 4-7. 
Discusses about the inequalities of women. Women 
perform two thirds of the world's work but earn only 
one tenth of its income and own less than one hundredth 
of its property. Representing half of the worlds 
population, women still remain bound by cultural, 
political and economic constraints that prevent them 
from becoming the full equals of men. The staggeringly 
high rates of illiteracy prevent women from finding 
higher paying jobs. Today women reprresent half the 
world's enfranchised population and with longer lives, 
women constitute the majority of elderly population. 
Yet they hold less than 10% of the seats in national 
legislature. Women have won the right to vote on 
average, 47 years later than men. Despite the many 
achievements of the international women's decade. Women 
have still to fight for equalities in education job, 
status, promotion etc. 
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-,-,--, HEALTH 
162. NATA DUVVURV. Gender implications of new economic 
policies and the health sector. Social Scientist. 22, 
9-12; 1994, December; 40-55. 
Sustained improvement in health status of a 
population is not possible merely through interventions 
in health sector. Inter sectoral linkages of input in 
education, nutrition, wat:er supply and sanitation in 
health transition are well known. Gender gap in 
education may also widen with increasing withdrawl of 
older daughters from school to assist in reproductive 
work and even home based productive work. In a period 
of rising unemployment and decline in wages, 
competition for jobs in informal sector will increase. 
Among educated unemplooyed in Kerala for instance it 
is seen that women are severely handicapped in 
competing with men for salaried employment in informal 
sector. It is equally unlikely that they will be able 
to compete with men on self-employment ventures. 
-,-, LABOUR, CROP AND ANIMAL PRODUCTIONS, RURAL AREA 
163. NATARAJU (MS) and LOVELY (PG). Extent of participation 
of rural women in crop and animal production 
activities: An analysis. Indian Journal of Adult 
Education. 54, 3; 1993, July-September; 52-7. 
Women constitute about half world population. 
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account for 60% of working hours, contribute upto 30% 
of official labour force yet receive only 10% of 
income and own less than 1% of world's property. In 
India there are^  407 million women out of total 
of 844 million (48.2%). Primary sector consisting of 
farming line stock, fishery, forestry and orchards etc. 
provides work to about 83% of women about 33% of whom 
are cultivators. Although women represent bulk of 
labour force and there is hardly any appreciative and 
recognition of their extensive contribution. Provision 
of services, training and education, employment and 
income potential of rural farm women and in improving 
their socio-economic status and quality of life. 
-,-, MARRIAGE AGE, POPULATION CONTROL 
164. MUKHERJEE (Sunita). Age at marriage and family welfare. 
SoGJal-Change. 22, 2; 1992, June; 35-9. 
Age at which girls get married has an important 
bearing on population problem. With an increase in the 
average age of marriage of girls a substantial 
reduction in the growth rate of population can be 
obtained. However, to accomplish this, legal provisions 
are not enough. What is more important is to ensure 
improvement in the status of women through education 
and employment. Education of women and providing 
opportunities for their participation in income 
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generating activities would go a long way in increasing 
the age of marriage, improving the status of women and, 
as a consequence bringing about a substantial reduction 
in the rate of growth of our population. 
-,-, MUSLIMS, GROWTH RATE 
165. BOSE (Ashish). Muslim rate of growth. Indian Express. 
63, 304; 1995, September, 9; 8. 
Most striking feature of table is significantly 
higher growth rate of muslims compared to hinder during 
1981-91. Socio-economic condition of muslims is lower 
than that of Hindus and therefore Muslims growth rate 
is higher than that of Hidnus. Higher fertility of 
Muslims and poor practice of family planning must also 
have contributed significantly to differential growth 
rate by religion. The high growth rate of Muslims due 
to poverty illiteracy etc. Most surprising figures are 
for Kerala which has lowest birth rate in India (except 
in tiny state of goals. In 1987-88 literacy rate of 
Hindu males in rural India was 48.7%. While comparable 
figure for Muslims was 41.8% and that of Christians 
66.3%. For rural females, literacy rate were 25% for 
Hindus, 23.9% for Muslims and 56.9% for Christians. 
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-,-, POLITICS 
166. MEHTA (Usha). Indian women and their participation in 
politics. Social -Change. 8, 3; 1978, September; 31-5. 
Since the 1st general elections in the India, 
women (despite the majority of them being illiterate) 
started performing their political duty religiously. In 
fact women candidates were so few that they never 
exceeded 4% of the total number of candidates in any of 
the general elections. Literacy wise, some of them were 
illiterate occupationally the largest group came from 
social workers connected with several social, cultural, 
and women's organisations. Income-wise the middle 
income group was represented the best. As fast as 
equality in the political field is concerned, from the 
non entities they once were, women have now grown into 
full fledged citizens conscious of their righ and 
responsibilsities. 
-,-, PROBLEMS 
167. INDIA HELPS frame Beijing message of NAM nations. 
Indian-Express. 63, 302; 1995, September, 2; 11. 
Beijing message would help in promoting 
international cooperative dialogue in tackling 
problems particularly poverty, illiteracy and violence 
against women. Government was taking certain steps to 
tackle certain women problems peculiar to India like 
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sati and dowry deaths education etc. Indian government 
has already announced setting up of a commissioner for 
women's issues under National Human Rights Commission. 
India today played a key role in reaching a political 
consensus on Beijing message to be adopted by non-
aligned countries at their meeting prior to fourth 
world women conference. 
-,-,-, BEIJING CONFERENCE 
168. APROPOS OF world conference of women at Beijing. PVCL 
Bulletin. 15, 10; 1995, October; 1. 
Some 325000 women and 1554 men participated in 
NGO forum at Fourth World Conference of Women at 
Beijing - Huarion from 30 August to 8 September, 1995. 
Over 500 women and 3 men from NGO in India attended 
forum. Government of India appointed National 
Commission for Women also attended Conference. People 
concerned with women's problems would liked commission 
for women to associate itself with NGOs rather than be 
an adjust of establishment machinery. Situation that 
obtained in India in this sphere is most depressing. 
Crime against women and girl child have been on 
increase. 1991 census figures indicate that all India 
sex ratio is 929 females per 1000 males. There is 
gender bias in our country. Women should be educated. 
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169. BASU (Aparna). Towards equality development and peace. 
Yo.jana. 39, 14; 1995, December; 17-8. 
Fourth World Conference on women held at Beijing 
and NGO Forum at Huairon were a landmark and reaffirmed 
concensus that are central to the women's movement at 
National and International plans. All India Women 
Conference organised 4 Workshops on 1) Religious 
Fundamentalism and Women; 2) Women and Income 
Generation through NRSE (New & Renewable Sources of 
Energy; 3) Empowerment of Women through Education, and 
4) Women, Civil Society and the state. 
170. PHILIPOSE (Pamela). Chance in Beijing. Indian Express. 
63, 302; 1995, September, 2; 8. 
Women hold key to social progress. United 
Nations Development Programme was just recognising this 
when it evolved the new standards to measure human 
development. Gender related development Index, and 
gender empowerment measure for its 1995 human 
development report. And when an estimated 30,000 women 
gather at Beijing for Fourth International Conference 
on Women. Three Women's Conference down and one more to 
go and answer is still not for coming. If compromises 
determine foundation on which gender justice is 
premised it would be a pitty because Beijing meeting 
provides last chance in this century to focus attention 
on issues crucial to women like education, family 
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planning, age of marriage, equality gender 
discrimination etc. 
171. TYABJI (Laila). Kitty party in Beijing. Times of India. 
15, 218; 1995, September, 3; 16. 
700 Indian women participated in Beijing 
Conference. Many Asian countries have same untapped 
strength of literacy. Lakhs of women whose discounted 
but extraordinary skill gives us a cultural and 
aesthetic identity uniquely our own. But because these 
women are village bound, unorganised and illiterate, 
their voices and needs are never heard in international 
forums. Raw material, they depend on yarn, bamboo and 
care, lac, leather are being exported abroad or 
diverted to industrial sector. Financial credit, social 
security schemes and investment ignore them. Having got 
crafts women out of their ghungats and burkhas into 
conference hall may help them take that next difficult 
but vital step out into street into election process 
and government forums of being their own spokespeople 
clebrating their own identity, setting their own 
agencies. 
172. TYAGI (Ritu) . Women's Issues and Beijing Conference. 
University Today. 11, 1; 1995, September, 15; 1-4. 
Indian are proijui. of their rich cultural 
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heritage and Indian women are admired all world for 
their friendliness, submissiveness, sacrificing nature 
without asking anything in return. Beijing Conference 
main issues are poverty, education, health, violence, 
economic disparity empowerment, development, human 
rights. Conference is 4th in series that began in 
Mexico city in 1975. Women's Conference will solve 
these problems overnight, but it will call attention to 
them and promote health care, they need access to 
credit, they need equality under law. 
173. VAJPEYI (Roopa). Beijing and after. University- Today. 
2, 2; 1995, October, 15; 1-3. 
held 
4th World Conference on Women/ in Beijing the 
greatest achievement of the conference was focussing on 
women's issues in a global area in full view of the 
world media. Economic exploitation, though a 
fundamental cause of women's woes, actually emerged as 
a peripheral point of discussion. Violence against 
women by all units of social structure, ranging from 
family to, state, draw women fall hues under one 
umbrella. Women's health, education were also high on 
agenda. Women's concerns were nutrition, pre and post 
netal care for focus on sustainable development for the 
rural sector with special reference to women and 
children. Indian family planning efforts can be 
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reviewed keeping in mind the Chinese perspectives and 
some lessons can be learnt. 
-,-,-,--, REPORT 
174. FOURTH WORLD Conference on women (Beijing) (1995) 
Report. Edcuation in Asia. 14, 4; 1994, October-
December; 125-6. 
Fourth World Conference on women, action for 
equity, development and peace held in Beijing in 1995. 
To mobilize women and men of both policy making and 
grass root levels to achieve those objectives. To adopt 
a platform for iarcttian (cancentrat'ir\g on some of key 
issues identified ,as r^ present'irjg fundamental obstacle 
to advancement of majority of "women in world. It 
include element relation "to awareness - raising, 
decision-making, literacy, poverty, health, violence, 
national machinery, refugees and technology. Strategies 
provide a framework for action of national, regional 
and international levels to promote greater equality 
and opportunity for women. Women from India also 
participated in Conference. 
-,-,-, CHILD CARE, HEALTH 
175. SINGHAL (DC). Maternal and child care in India. Social 
Change. 22, 3; 1992, September; 102-8. 
Highlight the impact of maternal and child care 
239 
programme being implemented by the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare both in the rural and urban areas 
across the country. Based on NSSO data of 42nd round. 
Analysis of immunisation both in the rural/urban areas 
in the various states/UTS, the result of vaccination of 
polio and triple antigen revealed that a very low 
percentage of children in the rural areas could avail 
of immunisation facilities throughout the country. The 
adult education programme has shown positive impact of 
vaccination programme both in the rural/urban areas. 
Adult female education on the utilisation of 
immunisation facilities is done to increase in the 
percentage of children who got vaccinated for poi^'oand 
triple antigen both in rural and urban areas. 
-,-,-, DEVDASI TRADITION 
176. CHUNDER (Rina). No human being only jagannath. Femina. 
34, 10; 1993, May, 23; 29. 
Like so many other human traits and vices, which 
are attributed to pindu gods, need for diversions 
provided by fairer se- has been attempted to be 
fulfilled in various ways. One such means adopted is 
time-worji cult of devdasis' which is still being 
cherished so religiously in a number of Hindu temples 
in our country. Perhaps, only temple in north India 
that adheres to this system still is Jagannath temple 
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at Puri (in Orissa) and and and Kokilprabha) is only 
living devdasi, who still performs there. Every day 
when doors of temple were closed, she would come sharp 
at midnight, adorned in her gorgeous Odissi attire, and 
dance to her own songs for next couple of hours. No 
there were no on lookers behind those closed doors 
except the silent deities who were supposed to sleep 
only after this daily entertainment. General belief is 
that 'devdasis' have to cater to sexual appetite of 
pujaris' and sometimes rich gentry. 
177. RAY (Tapas). Reinforcing the feudal: Appointing 
devdasis for Puri Jagannath. Frontline. 12, 21; 1995, 
October, 7-20; 28-31. 
System, probably dating back a millennium and a 
half basically means dedication of girls ostensibly for 
amusement of presiding deity of a temple, which in case 
of Puri a neem-wood Jagannath, supposedly an 
incarnation of Vishnu. Called Maharis in temple code, 
they were forbidden to many or have sexual contact with 
any human logic behind. They were already deity's 
consorts through a ceremony called saribandha and 
performed a variety of functions which included 
singing, dancing and acting the roles of various 
puranic characters. Until recently few peoples other 
than historians werre aware of fact that devadasis 
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existed in Orissa, much less than two of them now live 
in narrow lanes near Jagannath temple. Current process 
of finding new dasis to carry on traditional rituals in 
had started in 1985, but was shelved because a section 
of temple pundits protested against the idea of 
interviewing candidates, as if for a job. Temple 
community, however is clearly despereate to see that 
the system does not lapse. But government also opposes 
this system. 
-,-,-, DOWRY 
178. KEYMER (Vivianne N). Lending a helping hand. Femina. 
34, 10; 1993, May, 23; 42. 
Suvidha is an organisation in northern suburb of 
Bombay, that believes in offering suport, sympathy and 
assistance to needy. Suvidha very strongly objects to 
and fights against dowry system. They provide free 
legal advice and have made women take oath of not 
giving dowry or marrying a man who asks for dowry. Also 
fight against drug addiction, Suvidha has been 
organising anti-drug campaigns. Apart from this Suvidha 
has been helping victims of natural calamities and has 
recently started a marriage counselling centre. 
242 
179. MAJUMDAR (Modhumita). World of childrren: Girls the 
discriminated ones. Statesman. 126, 8; 1992; 5. 
It is said that daughters should not be too 
highly educated, for higher the level of her learning, 
the greater will be the dowry required to marry her off 
to a "suitable" young man, who must be better qualified 
than her capable of earning more than her and hence 
prize catch for whom the bait must be doubly tempting. 
The girls will be trained in areas other than the 
traditional sewing and pickle-making to enable them 
earn a certain minimum wage. Indeed with Rs 130 crores 
from the World Bank and Rs 70 crores from the State 
Government, Andhra Pradesh proposes to cover 110 blocks 
in 13 districts, inclusive of all the tribal areas by 
projects to train adolescent girls as part of the 
action plan which will hopefully be effected throughout 
the country in the SAARC Decade for the Girl Child that 
began last year. 
-,-,-, DOWRY DEATHS 
180. AGNES (Flaria). A Liens at home. Illustrated Weekly of 
India. 112, 10; 1992, March, 7-13; 10-11. 
In the early 80's most cities in India witnessed 
public protests against dowry deaths which received 
public protests against dowry deaths which received 
wide media coverage. It was like a plague. Spreading 
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through cities and town with an increasing numbers of 
educated middle class women falling prey to it. 
Ultimate manifestation of disease was , the charred body 
of a young bride. The cause of a^ eath was identified as 
dowry. Protests are organised through active support of 
women's organisations. Dowry prohibition act did not 
take into account the powerlessness of a girl not only 
in her marimba'' home but also in her natal family. It 
did not addr'^ "'- issue that parents would go to any 
length to get their daughters married and keep them 
married at all costs rather than force the stip;Tn3 
of having an unmarried or a divorced daughter at 
home. 
181. DEVDAS (David). Bride burning Horror spreads: Dowry-
related deaths break religious, caste and geographical 
barriers. Femina. 13, 12; 1988, June, 16-30.; 86. 
For years bride burning was considered an 
aberration of certain north Indian communities. 
Unnoticed, however the shameful crime has become a 
nation wide plague. It has crossed regional boundaries. 
Climbed down the caste ladder and even b reached 
religious barriers. If the total figures for counting 
are outstanding (up by a third from 990 reported in 
1985 to 1,319 in 1986) directions of its spread are 
appealing. For the first time 10 were reported in Jammu 
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and Kashmir last year. South ward spread has been much 
more dramatic. In Andhra Pradesh number reported rose 
from six fold from 13 in 1985 to 79 in 1986. And by 
July 1987 the year tally had already fold from 12 in 
1985 to 38 in 1986. And these government figure might 
be only the tip of iceberg. Though government d&Ei; not 
categorise its statistics by religion, the disease has 
obviously spread from Hindus and Sikhs to other 
groups. Though rare bride burning is not unheard of 
among Christians. Lower castes too have taken to dowry 
formerly limited to the upper castes;bride burning is 
actually on increase, for one thing even the number of 
cases registered by government agencies represents 
merely a fraction of total. 
182. MATHUR (Ranjna). Licence to kill. Illustrated- Weekly. 
112, 10; 1992, March, 7-13; 7-8. 
558 dowry deaths in 1985 to 13,630 till 1991. 
And only two convictions. Discussions on the rising 
graph of bride burning and examines the legal system 
that failed to curb marital murders. In 1984 govrnment 
faced with a sudden increase, in the incidence of dowry 
deaths and very vocal women's movement had amended 1961 
Dowry Prohibition Act. Under amended act if any women 
committed suicide with seven years of her marriage or 
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died in circumstances raising a reasonable suspicion rrf 
fouj Plsy, a postmortem would be mandatory. In 1986 
another clause under section 304-B was added. Survey 
conducted by Mahila Dakshata Samiti in Delhi out of 35 
dowry death cases they had selected for study. 32 had 
been aquitted by the court, while only three came up 
for sentencing. There are other reasons too for the 
police apathy in registering and investigating 
murders or deaths of young brides. A lot of them said 
that if they register the case as suicide it means less 
work and effort for them, othewise in a case of murder 
they have to conduct in depth investigations which take 
a lot of time and energy. 
-,-,-, DRUG ADDICTION 
183. COELHO (Sonya). What's drug?: in you? Savvy. 10, 3; 
1993, September; 65-9. 
According to international narcotics control 
strategy reports there are 1.1 million drug addicts in 
India. Out of which at least 50,000 of these are women. 
Worse still, foremost women, addiction begins at tender 
age of fifteen years. Female drug addicts face problems 
that are quite different from thsoe of male addicts. 
Unfortunately in India, little or no attention is paid 
to them. In fact all practical purpose, the cause of 
the female addict in this country has been largely 
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ignored. Children born of addict mothers, even though 
physically normal, show significantly depressed visual 
orientation and response following, but pronounced 
responsiveness to auditory stimuli. They are less 
alert, more irritable and have above average muscle 
tone. Attitude of women's organisations and other such 
activist group is rather surprising. While they have 
expressed the desire to work with women in an attempt 
to alleviate their problems, very few of them have 
exhibited any willingness to work with women drug 
abusers. When they finally come in for treatment, most 
female addicts are well into their twenties. Few who 
require emergency attention usually over thirty years 
old and those who die of an overdose normally average 
about thirty six years. Yet India is still dark ages as 
far as treatment for women addicts is concerned. 
-,-,-, EVE TEASING, DELHI 
184. AGRAWAL (Damodar). How safe are women in Delhi 
Universities. Frontline. 34, 21; 1993, November, 8; 
97-8. 
Number of women in Delhi University has been 
steadily rising over the years and so far the incidents 
of harassment of both students of both students and 
teachers. Unless women resist the teasers physically 
and do not feel shy about complaini-^ ? and taking up the 
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matter with authorities their plight will not improve, 
problem with all such incidents is that they are 
difficult to prove. This not only gives encouragement 
to the eve teasers among the students but also makes 
process of justice difficult. The worst offenders are 
found in the university special buses, it is safe for 
girls no travel by them. But it is not so. Accidental 
ev^teasing became quite common now. If girls 
offer resistance there would be no eve teasing in 
university specials. 
-,-,-, FEMALE FOETICIDE 
185. SHAH (Anupama) and TANEJA (Sarita). What do males and 
females of Delhi city think about female foeticide? 
Journal of- Family -Welfare. 37, 2; 1991, June; 28-39. 
Women have been subjected to many forms of 
discrimination. Girls though legally eligible are 
inhibited from interesting parental property. In regard 
to medical attention, education, during c&tebrations, 
and even in day to day affairs of life, boys get a 
distinct priority over girls. Demand for dowry has 
further reduced women to rank of second class citizens 
but worst of all in denying them right to birth as 
depicted by recent developments the society. 
Suggestions made by 60% of respondents for preventing 
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female foeticide included education of girls, strict 
implementation of laws and promotion of public 
awareness about equal opportunities for both sexes. A 
greater number of female respondent group half positive 
opinions about female foeticide as compared to their 
male counterparts. 
-,-,-,--, HARYANA 
186. THAKUR (Poonam). Murder by choice. Sunday. 20, 28; 
1993, July, 11-7; 16-8. 
Female foeticide assumes alarming proportions in 
Haryana town. Place is notorious for female foeticide 
and abounds in clin'csthat carry out sex determination 
tests (SDT) and abortions. Huge hoardings offering 
services as those above great visitors as they reach 
Siresa. Walks of most houses also carry similar 
advertisements. Every women has right to know the baby. 
She is carrying, there are 80 doctors in the town and 
more than 50% of them make money from sex determination 
tests and abortions. Alarming fact is that female 
foetuses are being mindlessly destroyed in the process 
and the ultrasound machine has become a weapon for 
wanton foeticide Sirsa has indeed become a perverse 
model of abuse of a scientific innovation. 
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-,-,--, SEX DETERMINATION, TESTS 
187. TRIPATHI (Salil). Paying heed: Ban on sex determination 
India- Today. 13, 2; 1988, January, 16-31; 55. 
Decision of Maharashtra cabinet announced on 
last day of 1987 could have far reaching consequences. 
It has decided to introduce legislation which will make 
Maharashtra first state to ban pre natel sex 
determination tests. Its misuse reportedly led to over 
78,000 female foetuses being aborted nation wide 
between 1978 and 1983. The practice has only grown 
further since these tests are meant to identify genetic 
abnormalities, hereditary diseases, and chromosome 
aberrations but they can also reveal the unborn baby's 
sex. Traditional male preference in Indian society has 
given unscrupulous doctors an incentive to high light 
this fact, leading to what activists and researchers 
opposing the tests call female foeticide. Women's 
Centre Bombay in 1982 of 8000 abortions checked, 7999 
were female. Model dilemmas on the issue will continue 
to haunt society. It is wrong to abort a foetus because 
its sex is female. Women's activists counter that women 
are denied a choice in every other respect-jobs^ 
marriage and dowry so these offering the 'choice' 
argument are self serving. 
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-,-,-, HEALTH 
188. FAROOQ (Nishat). Health of women and children: Some 
crucial issues. Indian -Journal-of -Adult- Education. 53, 
5; 1994, July-Setember; 56-6 
Women has to fight for survival right from her 
birth. High rate of infant mortality is an example of 
this. Rate of female mortality is higher than males. 
Literacy may serve as an effective instrument of social 
change. Through literacy women become aware of their 
social and legal rights and conscious of their own 
health and that of their children. They start 
appreciating population problem and idea of a small 
family norm. Essential education to improve health of 
women and children, birth spacing message about safe 
motherhood, breast feeding, child growth immunization, 
Diarrhoea, cough and cold, hygiene, V.D. and AIDS 
should be given to women. 
-,-,-, HEALTH POLICY 
189. SHIVA KUMAR (AK). Some considerations in formulation of 
India's health policy: A note on equity. Social 
Scientist. 22, 9-12; 1994, September-December; 79-88. 
It is true that enhanced basic education can 
result in improving health outcomes and several 
pathways of influence have been identified. Education, 
especially of women is postulated improve their 
decision making capabilities, enhance their position 
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with family make their less fatalistic and seek out 
appropriate health care. This is possible provided 
there is adequate public provisioning of good quality 
health care facildities. World Development Report 1993 
has served a useful purpose in reopening debate and 
urging governments to focus on effective provisioning 
of health care for all. 
-,-,-, MARRIAGE 
190. SALHAN (Sudha). Mary early repent later. Link. 32, 2; 
1989, August, 20; 4-7. 
Marriage is a very important social event in our 
society. All young boys and girls have many 
expectations for married life. But one must consider 
that apart from being a source of happiness marriage 
presupposes many responsibilities. Apart from its 
contribution to population growth, early marriage and 
pregnancy is a serious health risk for mother and 
children. In both developed and developing countries 
maternal mortality in age group of 19 and under is far 
higher than that of women between 20-24. Earlier a 
women marries, the more children she is eventually 
likely to have. Customs on marriage age vary greatly 
around the world. All these hopefully come with age and 
our country therefore has Child Marriage Restraint 
(Amendment) Act 1978 which has fixed minimum 
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marriageable age for girls at 18 and for boys at 21 
years. Act stipulates punishments for those contracting 
or performing marriage in contravention of minimum age 
limits. Adolescent child bearing presents serious 
social and financial problems both to young parents and 
to society. Early marriage is a dangerous proposition. 
191. SINGH (Chandra Nisa). Patriarchy: The greatest 
historical defeat of a woman. Link. 30, 32; 1988, 
March, 13; 13. 
Marriage and family, two dominant social 
superstructure of our society that try to regulate our 
socio-economic life but are essentially reflective of 
the past socially and in fact to these alone that a 
women gets defined and finds a place in social set up. 
In technological industrial age of machines, computers 
and setellites we have a large bulk of slow moving hand 
operated machines, small scale industries and mental 
thinking that correspond with them. Against a handful 
of productivity involved working women we have hoards 
of housewives whose domestic work is not considered 
economically productive. Perpetuation of dowry serves 
economic interest of male the woman basically making 
provision to procure maximum security and respect in 
her husbands' home through wealth she brings in. Today 
we shocked that a refarious custom like sati is being 
resurrected. Today the patriarchatstructure of economic 
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dependence in marriage function ultimately in the 
interest of dominant class. Marriage is an institution 
that lets men appropriate women's labour power. 
Participation of women in labour market will be the 
first step towards emancipation. 
-,-,-,-, AGE, LEGISLATION 
192. BHAGAI (RB) and UNISA (S). Religion, caste/tribp and 
marriage age of females in India: A study based on 
recent census data. Journal of -Family Welfare. 37, 1-4; 
1991, March; 17-28. 
Female age at marriage is an important 
determinant of fertility, its increase has been 
associated with decline in population growth, as well 
as in infant and maternal mortality. In India, female 
age at marriage has been very low due to the wide 
prevalent of child marriages. Age at marriage for 
females by religious and caste/tribe status studied on 
basis of recent census data was observed to be 
consistent with level of female literacy. This was also 
true for tribes when regional groups were compared. 
Differentials by religion and caste did not exclusively 
reflect social norms but were increasingly associated 
with level of female literacy, suggesting that an 
increase in female literacy and or educational levels 
on possibly by of great help in freeing communities and 
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areas from the retrograde practice of early marriage. 
This can be done either through stimulating economic 
change or by making higher educational investments 
within framework of a suitable educational policy for 
areas and communities with a low female age at marriage 
and low levels of literacy and education. 
193. SADASHIVAIAH (K). Age at marriage in India: 
Implications of new legislation in light of 1971 census 
data. Journal -of- Family Welfare. 27, 3; 1981, March. 
39-45. 
Child marriage act 1978 -, which came into force 
in India with effect from 1st October 1978, raises 
legal age at marriage from 15 to 18 years for girls and 
18 to 21 years for boys. Literacy rates for female is 
rural and urban areas and urban areas and in overall 
total indicate that a higher mean age at marriage is 
associated with higher percentage of literacy in all 
states. Exceptions were Mainpur, Nagaland and Sikkim 
where fairly low literacy rates in rural areas were 
associated with a higher mean age. 
-,-,-, PROSTITUTION 
194. RAI (Legan). Each night is fortune. Times -of- India. 
150, 255; 1987, September, 13; 6. 
No woman wants to be sexually exploited. Nor»*S3 
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prostitution something that a women volunteers to go 
into. But on one pretext or other women are pushed into 
dehumanising trade and once in it, escape roul:es are 
sealed. It is like in a long dark tunnel with no light, 
is being published several girls were suffering from 
veneral diseases but younger ones aged 14 and 15 had 
never heard about diseases. Though poverty is one of 
many reasons for girls being sold into prostitution, 
it's never the only reason. At- ::any given time some 
20,000 girls are being transported from one (and of 
country to another for prostitution. Network of 
traf fi^'-'^>-«! and pi^ mps in so well organised that girls 
procured in one state are auctioned and sold like 
cattle at transit centres which are invariably just 
outside the big cities. Transit centres a,-? at Agra, 
Benaras, Calcutta and Morena. 
-,-,-,-, BAI^O^^f^A • MADHYA PRADESH 
195. SEN (Avirook). Old habits die harri Prostitution is a 
family tradition with the Banchhara community of MP. 
Sunday. 21, 15; 1994, April, 10-16; 26-7. 
Government of Madhya Pradesh is yet to realise 
that districts of Mandsaur and Ratlam are sitting on a 
time bomb. It likes away with every gram of heroin 
produced there and with every rupee the Banchhra women 
earn through their trade. It is a measure of lack of 
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concern on part of authorities that even after small 
side survey was condcuted and HIV positive persons 
identified they continue to do business unhindered. 
Over years what has happened is that almost all girls 
born in Banchhra household end up as prostitutes. While 
men have taken up primping. Banchhras may yet resist 
change, but it is their own way girls are still 
fighting to keep their sisters from getting into the 
rut they find themselves in. Some years ago, 
government had built concrete houses for them at Dodhar 
to replace their Kuchcha hutments along their highway. 
But instead of moving into their new lodgings, 
Banchhras just stripped structures of their doors and 
windows and used them in their own houses. Their 
principal objection to moving was that "the houses were 
not located right on the highway were therefore 
unsuitable for business. WHO consultant and the state 
epidemiologist, Doctor visited Banchhra settlements in 
Man.dsaur and upon interviewing some of them found that 
they were cooperative and eager for social reforms. 
196. SINGH (NK). Madhya Pradesh cursed by custom: Tradition 
compact prostitution among Banchcharas. India Today. 
13, 2; 1988, January, 16-31; 125-7. 
Custom in Banchahara community in western Madhya 
Pradesh demands that eledest girl born to a family must 
became a prostitute in order to support the rest. 
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When matter came to public attention a few years ago, 
there was concern that such a practice should still 
persist. In February 1983, the state assembly had 
unanimously adopted a resolution urging the government 
to make special efforts to eradicate this social evil. 
Ranchchara prostitutes suffer no social stigma. In some 
families their position is stronger than that of men. 
Poverty most often forces the women into the flesh 
trade. But some well off families also push their 
daughters into it. Birth of a girl is considered 
auspicious and they are often preferred to boys. This 
is partly because the bride price is normally high. Govt, 
attempts to rehabilitate them, but Banchchara women 
remain trapped in their present circumstances. Enduring 
reality is that the Government and their own community 
seem determined to leane them to their tragic fate. 
-,-,-, SATI 
197. BIDWAI (Praful). Disgraceful sati episode: High social 
price of state in action. Times of India. 150, 269; 
1987, September, 28; 6. 
Fully three weeks after Roop Kanwar was burnt 
alive on her husband's funeral pyre at Deorala in 
Rajasthan Sikar district, only two union ministers have 
seen fit to condemn the incident in consistently and 
unequivocally strong terms. The Prim? Minister is not 
one of them. Nor is minister of state for Women's 
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Welfare, Mrs. Margaret Alva. Most political parties 
have been weak, uncertain or ambivalent in their 
response to ghastly ritual. Evidently, resistance 
offered by state and society to more approbri ousrituals 
and in human customs of Indian society has got weakened 
over the years. Or else we could not have witnessed 
disgraceful show of utter passively by Rajasthan 
government, its complicity in holding of Chunni 
festival and its reluctance to take penal action 
against those responsible for sati. The same state 
government had only a few years ago prevented a woman 
Jaswant Kanwar from being burnt alive, had indeed gone 
to extent of lathi charging and tear gassing a much 
larger mob of 45,000. Nor would there be such little 
effective protest before it was too late from women's 
organisations. 
198. CHAKRAVARTTY (Nikhil). Have we reached a dead end. 
Times- of-India. 150, 269; 1987, September, 27; 6. 
Some time ago a young women of 18 burnt on 
funeral pyre of her husband in a distant Rajasthan 
village. Political leaders have only selectively 
condemned the local authorities for allowing this 
suicide ritual to happen as it is banned by law. And 
Rajasthan high court specially directed the state 
government to see that there as no glorification of 
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Chunri mahotsav which took place 12 days after the 
ghastly deed. But there were no police blocking the 
ceremony. No where has one felt a searing sense of 
shock. Right here in 1987 - barely 13 steps from the 
21st century, a barbarous act is allowed to be 
perpetrated in the name of religion a women burns 
herself in company of her dead husband upholding there 
by tradition of a Hindu wife following her husband, 
her Lord and master, even outo death. Governor General 
William Bentinck out law practice of Sati in 1829. 
Rammohan Roy was also against sati. Nation lapses into 
barbanson that our ancestors had fought and destroyed. 
A measure of our shameful degeneration. 
199. CHOPRA (Suneet). Why should widows burn? Link. 30, 11; 
1987, October, 18; 19-20. 
Even in case of reactions to sati, unless the 
life of Rajput women is made barbarbic and terrible 
imprisonment they suffer in name of marriage is 
reformed, there will always be people prepared to end 
their misery in suicide especially if social 
recognition is also accorded to it at the same time. So 
along with necessary legislation to stop such barbaric 
practices and toning up the forces of enforcement to 
implement the law, we need a massive social movement of 
women to fight against wide spread oppression they are 
subjected to in our villages. The public outery that 
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followed barbaric sati incident in Sikar that finally 
got government and administration to act and even 
forced political parties whose leaders supported the 
widow burning on spot to recent on an all India level. 
This is a good sign that a break can be made. And it 
should. 
200. MISHRA (Sudhanshu). Sati: Fortune behind the crime. 
Link. 30, 8; 1987, September, 27; 4-7. 
Rani Sati temples in various parts of country 
have institutionalised system of sati. Usually 
according to tradition 'Chunri' is held on third day of 
death. September 4, sati incident in Deorala village 
about 60 km. from the state capital Jaipur was 
significant on two counts. It was grue^some and raised 
certain fundamental question about human dignity, it 
was not only a commentary on the revival of 
abseurantism but it also exposed our questionable 
developmental processes socio-cultural values and legal 
political and adminsitrative structures. It is 
evidently clear now that freedom from clossal rule, 
legal abolition of the feudal system and capitalist's 
path of development, replete with socialist slogans, 
have not ipso-facto brought about a scientific temper, 
which implies a victory over age old feudal values and 
superstitions. 
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201. SAVAGERY REVISITED. Link. 30, 8; 1987, September, 27; 
20-1. 
Dead traditions, dead people and a dead past 
frequently thinker into our lives to re-establish 
sovereignty of barbaric customs, wearing indistinct of 
halo of religious Sandrons. Take Rookkanwar and 
Rajasthan. Behind tinset persiflage of travel brochures 
and unconvincing rhetoric of bad poetry the air is 
thick with smell and crackle of burnt flesh and with 
the wails of women who have saragely had the burden of 
goodesshood thrust upon them. Roop Kunwar was 18 and 
Vulnerable and a widow to boot. She had to die. And the 
immolation of the aged girl dazed in the hauvna of 
widowhood was made possible by the craven collapse of 
Rajasthan Government and its bow enforcement agencies. 
And thereby hangs a late of horror and societal 
failing. Her death or ingloriously sanctified murder, 
shattered myth of rnacho Rajput male, twirling 
moustache, flashing sword etc. 
-,-,-,\]N\t1C¥€tt CONFERENCE, NAIROBI 
202. CHOWDHURY (Neerja). Women's decade 1: No reform without 
politiG-Xe battle. Statesman. 126, 3443; 1985, 
September; 18. 
There was one thing evident at Nairobi where a 
United Nation's Women's Conference was recently held to 
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assess accomplishments of women's decade and to 
formulate strategies upto 2000 AD, it was this world 
wide ferment on women's issues. Decade has heightened 
consciousness about women's subordination and 
documented extent of women's inequality. Today 90% of 
governments have enacted legislation granting women 
equal rights and set up national mechanisms to look 
after women's welfare. All women's issues are political 
issues. This too was articulated clearly at Nairobi. 
Movement to give women equal education, equal status, 
equality, dignity, autonomy is political movement. 
Fight for equal pay for equal work or right to decide 
how many children a women will bear is just political. 
-,-,-, VIOLENCE, DOMESTIC 
203. SHEIKH (Krishan). Men gunning for men. Femina. 34, 18; 
1993, September, 23; 128-30. 
Though of different ages and different 
professions, they share the same sentiments against 
domestic violence towards women. Bonded by this 
dedication and idealism they have convened into a group 
men against violence and abuse (Marva) and are 
determined to change attitude of men towards wife 
beating and domestic violence. Perhaps most chilling 
facts about domestic violence in India is that there 
are no fact about it. Until 1984 wife beaters, due to 
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lack of legal resource forced by their suffering wives, 
enjoyed their position. The loopholes in section 498(A) 
passed in 1984 till still do not guarantee a women 
security and protection from a violent spouse. Yet wife 
is a common phenomenon that cuts across all social and 
economic stratas, hidden within four walls of a home 
lending a helping hand to activist groups lacking the 
problem of domestic violence is a new group of 
dedicated, realistic men convened into a forum called 
Mava I or men against violence and abuse. Mava emerged 
way back in 1991, in response to an innocuous 
advertisement that invited men who believe that wives 
are not for battering. 
-,-,-,-, RAPE 
204. SHOULD RAPISTS be given capital punishment? Feminia. 
34, 21; 1992, November; 36-9. 
Probably most heinous of all crime rape is an 
assault on body soul and psyche of a women moreover. It 
is a crime perpetrated not against a single individual 
but against entire gender. For a crime of such horrific 
proportions. Does not a rapist deserve to be sentenced 
to death? or is it too harsh and unwarranted a penalty. 
List of immediate actions which a rape victim must take 
reads very precise and clinical. Recent rape cases 
reveal that most of victims are minor their ages 
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ranging any where between four-month old to 11. Only 
perhaps, a couple of rape offenders in India have been 
given life imprisonment, sentences. Capital puishment 
for such a heinous crime is certainly imperative, but 
even when ordinary imprisonment, coupled with pet that 
most offenders are policemen, is most often very tough 
to come by, this form of punishment seems far fetched. 
-,-, RIGHTS 
205. MITTAL (LN). Women and Vienna Declaration of Human 
Rights. University News. 33, 2; 1995, January, 9; 15-6. 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights protects 
every one without distinction of any kind such as race, 
colour, sex, language or other status. In addition, the 
Vienna Declaration states that the human rights of 
women and of the girl child are an inalienable, 
integral and indivisible part of the universal human 
rights and declares a commitment to eliminate violence 
against women in public and private life and strongly 
endorses the human rights of women to the highest 
standards of physical and mental health throughout 
their life span including reproductive health. 1995 
World Conference on Women and the Conventic^ on the 
elimination of all forms of discrimination against 
women as well as the Tehran Proclamation of 1968, the 
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Vienna Conference reaffirmed the basis of equality 
between men and women, a women's right to accessible 
and adequate health care and the widest range of family 
planning services as well as equal access to education 
at all levels. In this paper are the excerpts from the 
nine paragraph that address the equal status and human 
rights of women in the Vienna Declaration and programme 
of action on human rights. The Conference also 
underlines the importance of the integration and full 
participation of women as both agents and beneficiaries 
the development process, education, information and 
communication. 
206. NARENDRA (C). Women should have right to decision. PUCL 
Bulletin. 15, 11; 1995, November; 16-7. 
Amnesty International, Indian Section organised 
one day State level seminar on "Human Rights are 
Women's rights" as a part of Amnesty International's 
campaign on women's rights. Problem of women are same 
whatever country or social status they belong to and 
she should overcome all barriers. Crime against women 
were forever increasing. Education institution should 
take up active programmes for women's 
development and it was important to ensure that 
co-curricular and extra curricular activities and 
topics pertaining to women and her development be 
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included in the education system. Central and State 
government should provide incentives to parents send 
their daughters to school by way of abolishing fee for 
girl students upto tenth standar-^ . 
-,-,-, MUSLIM 
207. NISHAT AFROZ. Status of women in Islam: Alternatives to 
legislative reforms. University News. 20, 2; 1990, 
June; 13-9. 
Contrary to the beliefs held by the Muslim 
orthodoxy, Islam in principle, protects and propagates 
the /rights of women religious^ economic and political. 
The problem lies in releasing those, forces which have 
been suppressed and frozen by the traditional and 
cultural experiences of the past. The only workable and 
probable solution for restoring equality and freedom to 
women is to expose them more and more to scientific and 
technological education with better facilities and 
adequate incentives. Be it the question of educational 
opportunity, social equality or economic independence, 




208. BHARDWAJ (N). Breast feeding and weeping practices: A 
rural study in Uttar Pradesh. Journal -o£- Family Welfare 
37, 1-4; 1991, March; 27-9. 
Importance of breast feeding lies both in its 
positive impact on child's health and survival and its 
inhibiting effect on ovulation and therefore on 
fertility. In rural areas every effort should be made 
to protect, promote and support already existing 
practice of breast feeding specially through health 
services. improvement in nutrition during pregnancy 
and during Ipictation should be one of aims of services 
offered at village level. Nutrition education to help 
mothers to wean their children at proper time with 
locally available cheap foods should be encouraged 
corner stone of any public nutrition programme for 
prevention of childhood malnutrition must be needed to 
promote an "optimal lactation pattern in community. 
-,-,-, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
209. REDDY (Satyanarayana) and RENUKA (C). DWCRA: A boon for 
rural women. Yo^ana. 38, 22; 1994, December, 15; 18-21. 
Development of women and children in rural areas 
(DWCRA) is a sub scheme of Integrated Rural Development 
Programme (IRDP) at district level. The purpose of this 
paper is to analyse the structure of the scheme in 
terms of its objectives, strategy, formation of groups, 
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selection of activity, financing pattern, bank credit, 
organisational set up, monitoring and evaluation of the 
scheme. The scheme of Development of DWCRA is aimed 
mainly at providing opportunities of self-employment to 
women members of rural families below the poverty 
line. 
-,-, SOCIAL STATUS 
210. ISRANEY (SM). Status of women in the Academic World: 
Indian context. University-News. 37, 23; 1989, June, 5; 
11-4. 
Discussions on the status of women in the 
academic field have become important and just about as 
popular with predominantly male facultfes and 
administrations. The scarcity of women in the upper 
echelons of academy has raised healed arguments not 
only from activist groups among women but also from 
male faculty and administrators. In this paper, author 
discussed two crucial point in a women's academic 
career. The transition from post graduate to a faculty 
member and from a fact, important transitions for both 
women and men in the academic world, but they present 
peculiar difficulties for women. The most important 
single observation about women in the academic world is 
that their numbers decrease dramatically as the 
importance of the post increases. In administration, 
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they are most likely to be located in the offices 
dealing with women or students, positions low in status 
in the university hierarchy. The status of women in 
academic reflects society's expectations of women they 
are young (and single) women are likely to have status 
comparable to men of their age but with advancing 
years, men more to positions of higher status and women 
remain behind n lower echelons of academe. It s 
therefore not surprising that so few women find their 
way to top I.faculty and administrative positions. Even 
if we count the recent efforts of a few universities to 
appoint women to previously all male administrative 
posts, society is yet to take the educational 
opportunities of its women as seriously as it does in 
the case of its men. In that case society must broaden 
the options open to women. From the entering student to 
the top administrative, academic institutions must 
become truely coeducational, Tokenism has no place at 
any level of higher education today. 
211. RATHAIAH (Lam) and DIGUMARTI (Bhaskara Rao). Achieve-
ment of intermediate students in residential and non-
residential junior Colleges (with reference to socio-
economic status, educational aspirations and adjustment 
Educational Review. 100, 11; 1994, November; 189-94. 
Achievement of students studying in residential 
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junior colleges is excellent, when compared with that 
of students of non-residential junior colleges. This 
may be due to quality of teaching, well furnished 
laboratories, good libraries, conducive and competitive 
teaching learning atmosphere, efficient supervision, 
better teacher taught interactions etc. available in 
residential junior colleges. Many people in Indian 
society try to educated their male children rather than 
their female children. Study indicate that girls with 
or without better socio-economic status are doing well 
in their education. Well adjusted either sex can 
achieve equally well as there is a positive 
significance in association between achievement and 
adjustment. If girls do not struggle with tradtions and 
customs of society, they can also adjust well and there 
will be a great association between achievement and 
adjustment in girls too. High significance in boys may 
be due to their higher adjustment as they move freely 
in society, college etc. and abodue to their higher 
aspirations or fast performances. 
212. SARADAMON (K) . Women building nations? E ^ . 3, 4; 1995; 
26-8. 
Twentieth century feminist departe makes it 
politically correct to assume that women have an 
equally important role to play in organic evolution of 
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the renaissance of India . Though the constitution of 
country guarantees equality to all irrespective of 
gender, women experiences nothing but the inequality 
from birth. Great emphasis is laid on employment and 
income generating schemes for poorer women, no attempt 
made to liberate women of the middle or upper strata 
from the clutches of a consumer society and ideological 
base that sustains it. Discrimination, humiliation and 
neglect are the lot of all women. True from among the 
middle class a small number of women succeed in 
education, employment or public life. 
213. SHARMA (Shankar Dayal). Literacy improves quality of 
life. Times-of India. 159, 214; 1996, September, 9; 9. 
Literacy should be made an essential ingredient 
of life to let literacy programme succeed in country. 
Awareness must be generated that life is meaning to 
until each and every individual in society is literate. 
Education should be viewed as a means of empowerment 
and a measure for preventing the exploitation of weaker 
sections of society. Panchayati Raj institutions play 
a greater role in meeting largest of literacy in 
country. With literacy all social indicators of quality 
of life show improvement like children, health, family 
welfare and status of women. To convey message of 
literacy, programmes and schemes should be prepared 
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keeping requirement of targetted group in mind. It was 
essential to transmit the message of literacy in 
language of people and specific cultural idioms and 
forms of various regions. Recent measures that have 
strengthened these institutions, particularly by 
provoking for much greater participation of women, 
present of valuable opportunity to give a further 
impetus to literacy campaigns. 
214. SUNDARI (S). Is feminism culturally limited? Social 
Change. 22, 4; 1992, December; 48-54. 
The feminist movement in the west and in India 
have been discussed. In spite of their common problems 
of inequality, there are many divisions among Indian 
women - urban women and rural women, women activists 
and women academicians, housewives, and employed women. 
Some feminist in India emphasis on rights and equality 
as the goals of feminism where as others stress an 
empowerment and liberation. 80^ of our women living in 
rural areas, with 75% of them being illiterate and over 
90% of them employed in the unorganised sector, 
empowerment/economic independence should precede all 
other goals for it is widely held that economic freedom 
may help women to ascertain their rights and also claim 
for equality. Feminism in India may mean, raising the 
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status of women society economically, politically and 
culturally through legal and socio-economic reforms. 
215. VIRENDER KUMAR. Improving status of girl child in 
Haryana. Indian Express. 62, 338; 1994, October, 10; 6. 
Haryana's Apni beti Apna dhan (our daughter, our 
wealth) scheme announced on 125th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi is first attempt of its kind by a State 
Government to improve status of girl child in a 
tradition - bound society. Implemented sincerely, it 
should bring down infant mortality rate of girl child 
by ensuring better health care, correct skewed 
demographic imbalance against women and discourage 
common practice of early marriage of girls. It could 
have been improved further by linking it with family 
welfare and education programmes. Under scheme 
government will invest Rs 2,500 in home of a girl child, 
born in a family below poverty line, in Indra Vikas 
patra for 18 years. Amount which will grow to about 
25,000 will come handy for higher education, self 
employment or marriage of girl. 
216. WATSON (Leonard E) and THAKKAR (Usha). Management 
development of women administrators: Some 
considerations. University News. 27, 23; 1989, June, 5; 
15-7. 
For a number of years the question of the place 
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of women in society has been a concern both of academic 
and of those responsible for social policy. This paper 
focusses especially upon issues relating to equality of 
opportunity and of treatment. These concerns are 
reflected, for example in the UK sex Discrimination Act 
and the Indian Equal Remuneration Act. Within higher 
education, one manifestation of this concern has been 
the growth of programmes of management degelopment for 
women. This paper arises from some reflections upon 
issues raised in the course of designing such 
programmes. In India there are two groups of women who 
move to senior posts in higher education. In one case, 
therC are 'career' women whose status and incoem 
depend very largely upon the position they hold and job 
they do. Another case who came from high prestige and 
high income family backgrounds and who probably are 
married to men who have a high social profile and 
income. Their social status depends much more upon 
their parents' and husbands' background the latter 
group will be likely to have different management 
development needs from the former one. Women tend to 
lack confidence in competing for senior posts, this 
would be true for the former rather than for latter 
group. Clear distinction must be made between the needs 
of women as student on the one hand and those of women 
managers on the other. The gender issues need to be 
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considered by both men and women, staff and students. 
Just as the question of the rightful place of women in 
society can not property be addressed without 
consideration of rightful place of men, so the question 
of women's education can not properly be addressed in 
isolation from that of men. 
-,-,-,-, INFLUENCING, FERTILITY 
217. MHARI. Modernisation, status of women and fertility. 
Journal of Family Welfare. 37, 1; 1991, March; 62-7. 
Status literacy means position in relation to 
others. Status enjoyed by women in any society is an 
index of standard of its social organisation. 
Traditionally while women perform major roles of 
reproduction, managing household and so on in recent 
times, many new roles have been added on. Term status 
of women then would denote not degree of her 
subordination in home, education, economic status, role 
in decision making in family affairs and her self 
perceived status in home and in community. Women who 
enjoyed a high status in family had 2.03 fewer live 
births than their counterparts who sere accorded a low 
status. Provision and effective implementation of 
reservations in educational institutions and work 
places for females as also giving them an equal right 
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over property would raise their status and help in 
curtailing high fertility. 
-,-,-,-, KERALA 
"-•-'. VARGHESE (Sheela). How real is 'unique' status of 
Kerala women? Mainstream. 33, 15; 1995, March;t2-3. 
Discussions about the status of women, 
literacy rate, higher age of marriage, higher medical 
attention, physical equality of life index etc. 
Kerala women enjoy a higher status when compared to 
their counterparts in other parts of India. Kerala is 
far ahead of the rest of the country in terms of 
female literacy rate. In spite of the fact that the 
literacy rate and age at marriage of kerala women is 
the highest in India, a large number of child 
marriages are taking place in Kerala. The defective 
curricula and syllabus along with the inefficient 
educational system expose the reason why Kerala is 
lagging behind in national level competitions. 
Incidence of unemployment of females (usual status) 
in rural kerala is 29.18 percent whereas it is only 
5.52 percent in rural India. In spite of the 
prevalence of a high literacy rate, severe wage 
discrimination and high rate of female unemployment 
are also noticed. In it can be said that status of 
women is not measurable by a few selected 
quantifiable indicators of well being such as 
literacy, health care, life expectancy, six ratio 
etc. 
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_^_^_^_^ RURAL AREA 
219. MUMTAZ ALI KHAN and NOOR AYSHA. Women and rural India; 
Status of rural women in India. Indian Book Gronicle. 
8, 5; 1983, March; 101-2. 
Aim to study status of rural women in Kpjrnataka 
with broad objectives like their educational, economic 
and social conditions and assess impact of social 
conditions and working of women as such. Discusses on 
level of educations, enrolment dropouts, illiteracy, 
adult education in rural women of India. Rural women 
work in different forms of employment. Comparison of 
Hindu, Christian and Muslim women at every stage, 
revealing their low profile in the existing social 
structure of rural India. Problems pertaining to all 
women of all communities are identical. 
-,-,-,-, SURVEY 
220. Women's quest for power: Five Indian studies. Indian 
Book-Cronic-le. 5, 9; 1980, May, 1; 149-51. 
Women have relatively inferior status in society 
as comapred to men. Income is necessary but not 
sufficient condition for female emancipation. SEWS the 
self-employed Women's Association in Ahmedabad, 
registered as a had Union, is an organization of poor 
working women. Women's status assumes least relevance 
and is only peripheral. The first case study of street 
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vendors in Ahraedabad is perhaps the most feminist of 
all the five movements studied in the book. The second 
study deals with AMUL (Anand Milk Products Union 
Limited). Third case study focuses on an organisation 
called Shri Mahila Griha Udyog Lijjat Pappad. The 
fourth case study deals with 400 women of Madhubani 
district in Bihar, who have employed the traditional 
skill of wall and floor painting as a means of economic 
gain, "nhe final study examines how women in Manipur 
state mobilized themselves into what are popularly 
known as the night pattrollers, during March 1975 and 
June 1976. 
-,-, SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMME 
221. SHARMA (Urmil). Social welfare programmes for women and 
children in India. Social Change. 20, 2; 1990, June; 
3-12. 
Various social welfare programmes for women and 
children sponsored by different Ministers of the 
Government of India have been discussed. Relevant 
social legislation in the field has also been 
discussed. Thorough progress has been made in these 
programmes, it leaves much to be desired. The need for 
special attention to mon^ton'ng evaluation and 
statistical data base has been expressed. The Indian 
constitution guarantees to men and women equality of 
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rights and opportunities. National Plan of Action for 
Welfare and Development was formulated in 1975, taking 
into account the recommendations of the committee of 
the status of women in India. It covered different 
facets of development. The main drawbacks in women's 
development were identified as lack of education, lack 
of independent and economic status lack of access to 
health and nutrition services etc. Female literacy rose 
in 1971-81 only by 4 points. Social Welfare Board 
(CSWB) and voluntary organisations' through its 
financial assistance intiated a wide variety of 
programmes in year 1958. National Childrens Board was 
created in 1974 to ensure continuous planning and 
coordination of welfare services. 
-,-, VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS, PUNJAB ASOCIATIONS, CHINA 
222. PUNJAB ASSOCIATION (Madras). Disadvantaged women take 
to electronics and TV technology. Social Welfare. 33, 
1986, August; 20-1. 
Punjab Association, Madras a leading voluntary 
organisation provides spectacular services in the 
spheres of education, medical relief, welfare of women 
and children and upliftment of the under privileged in 
slums and rural areas. This organisation which has 
built over the year a number of colleges and schools, 
hospitals, training and rehabilitation centres for 
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destitutes have bestowed attention on bettering the lot 
of women in distress by providing them training and 
employment opportunity. Taking advantage of the grand 
in aid schemes of the Central Social Welfare Board, the 
Punjab Association has trained needy women unuseful 
trades like photography, tailoring, embroidery and 
dress making and composing and proof reading, binding, 
making of envelopes, files, albums etc. They also 
provides training and employment opportunities to women 
in the fast developing electronics and TV technology. 
Punjab Assocition is also planning to set up an 
Institute of Electronics for destitute women at its 
rural welfare complex at Vaniyacharadi village near 
Madras. 
-,-, WESTERN COUNTRIES 
223. ASHOK (Mala). Living in a time capsule in the west. 
Famine. 34, 18; 1993, September, 23; 119-21. 
Life in the west is not the bed of roses that it 
is made out to be. Indian women migrating to the west 
often have to put up with laws who have outdated 
concepts of Indian values, others bent on pushing a 
career have to start a fresh as their educational 
qualifications are not recognised by universities in 
the west. Women who come to Canada as brides from India 
are totally at the merecy of their husbands. They are 
281 
tortured by their inlaws. Quite often these women have 
an agenda to sponsor their own families to west on 
becoming foreign citizen. They, therefore, put up with 
all kinds of abuse hoping that things will get better 
after their families are in west. However, by them it 
is often too late as there are children and the wives 
are afraid of losing children if they complain. In 
India the changes takes place by the passing of time. 
We see women standing up for their rights, refusing to 
pay dowry and resorting to divorce when all else fails. 
However, Indians in west are in a time capsule as it 
were. They still cling to so called Indian values which 
reflect the Indian of years gone by they are so afraid 
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